
First Presbyterian Church
108 East Cambridge Ave.

P.O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC  29648

Phone: (864) 229-5814  Fax: (864) 229-3489
Office hours:  M-Th: 8:00 - 4:00 and Fri: 8:00 - 12:00

Interim Pastor -- The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie
Theologian in Residence -- The Rev. Dr. Cliff Cain

Director of Christian Education -- Elise Collins
Director of Music Ministries -- Steve Skinner
Director of Children’s Music -- Sarah Bowen

Music Associate/Organist -- Tim Walters
Noah’s Ark Director -- Lauren Trantham

18th Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026

10:30 am 

Sunday, September 27
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
11:30 a.m. - Congregational Meeting
11:40 a.m. - Chancel Bells
11:45 a.m. - Youth Comm. (Panera)
5:00 p.m. - Session (Chapel)
5:30 p.m. - Youth (Loft)
Monday, September 28
10:00 a.m. - Presbyterian Women 
(Conf Rm)
10:15 a.m. - Emerald Bells
4:30 p.m. - PGS (Lobby/Sanc)
4:30 p.m. - Committed Prayers (Chapel)
6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts (YR)
6:30 p.m. - Boy Scouts (HR)
Tuesday, September 29
10:00 a.m. - Staff mtg.
7:00 p.m. - Chorale (Sanc)
Wednesday, September 30
7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study & 
Break. (AH)
10:30 a.m. - BEMA Bible Study (Conf 
Rm)
5:30 p.m. - WNF Dinner (AH)
6:00 p.m. - Service Project (AH)
7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir
Thursday, October 1
6:00 p.m. - CLC (BR)
6:30 p.m. - Boy Scouts (HR)
Friday, October 2
Saturday, October 3
9:30 a.m. - 7th Day Adventist (HR/
Base/YR)
5:00 p.m. - 7th Day Adventist (HR/
Base/YR)

Sundays@9:30
Our new Sunday School hour kicks off September 6th!

Join one of the following:
Sojourners - Room 110, led by Lelion Elledge, Jukie Leary, Philip Bell, Bob Roddey, and 

others in the Henry Reynolds room across from the library. Coffee available.
FISH (Fellowship In Service to Him) – Room 205, led by David Gardner, Christopher Collins, 

Hood Souter, Kirstin Sherrer, and others. Coffee available.
Youth – 3rd floor LOFT  –  6th – 12th graders with adult volunteers facilitating. 

Goodies available.
Children (Basement Root Cellar) – K4 – 5th graders welcome in the basement area

for a digital study and play. Adult volunteers welcome! Goodies available.
Nursery (Room 120) – infant – K3 in near the playground door.

Parents of 1st graders 
It’s milestone time for your child! We will be doing a worship & communion class for current 
1st graders. Please contact Elise (dce@firstgreenwood.com) today if your child would like to 
participate and whether a Wednesday evening or Sunday morning during SS suits better for 

your family.  
This is a second notice. You should have received an email last week. 

If you did not, let me know. 

YOUTH
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 in the LOFT 

with some of our favorite people – Dale Culbertson, the Sanders, the Penneys, 
and Mrs. Elise! Goodies and coffee available!

Sunday Evening Youth at 5:30 in the LOFT
Bible Study with Mrs. Elise and Dawsey. Parent Teams to assist with snacks/dinner and small 

groups. Fun activities as well!

Wednesday Evening Youth at 5:30 in AH/LOFT
5:30 dinner with Mallory in AH; 6:00 – fun activities and student-led devos

Fall Fest Volunteers and donations needed!
Our annual Fall Fest will be held on Wednedsay, October 28th.

We do need volunteers and donations of candy and baked goods. 
Contact Michelle Barksdale (mobarksdale@icloud.com) if you are able to help with volunteer-

ing, trunk or treat, and/or donations. 

Save the Dates: 
World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Rev. Shelvis Smith-Mather will be preaching 

 
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans, October 11, 2026 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Newlin will be preaching

Text to make your contribution! 
Your can text FIRSTPRESGWD to 73256 and follow the prompts 

to make your contributions or other payments.

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church
Visitor, we consider you to be our honored 
guest.  Our staff members are happy to as-
sist you in any way possible. First Pres. is a 
church dedicated to making a positive dif-
ference in our community and world by ful-
filling our call to Worship, Serve, Educate, 
Evangelize, and Fellowship. We offer a wide 
range of programs and ministries for all ages.  
Several times a year a New Members Class 
is offered for those considering membership 
at First Pres. You may talk with one of the 
staff members about this after the service.  
Please plan to worship with us again - you 
are always welcome.

Wednesday Night Fellowship & Dinner
SEPTEMBER 30th:

5:30 Family Night Hot dog supper 
($5 for everyone)

6:00 Pathway House Service Project
Anthony Price will be speaking

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS in the sanctu-
ary are given to the glory of God and in joyful 
celebration of Dwight Dickey’s 80th birthday.  
Given with love from his wife, Alice Jo, their 
children, Ike (Leeann), Eric (Torry), Becky, Lisa 
(Buck), and Rob and all of their grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Wednesday Night Fellowship
5:15 – fellowship on the playground
5:30 dinner for all ages
6:00 something for everyone!
•  Nursery for children infant – K3
•  SHinE for children K4-5th in the basement 
Root Cellar
•  Youth for 6th - 12th in the 3rd floor Loft
•  Women’s Small Group in the parlor room 203
•  Men’s Bible Study in room 206
•  Lectionary Bible Study in Barksdale Room
•  Fellowship in Alexander Hall

Pathway House Needs
Toilet Paper, paper towels, facial tissues, laundry pods (no liquids), disinfestant 

cleaners, all purpose cleaners, 40-gallon trash bags.
We have extended our deadline to tomorrow, September 28th for 

our Pathway service project on September 30th.
CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

TODAY, September 27 at 11:30 am
for the purpose of electing the Pastor Nominating Committee.

Check the Spire for menus.  Be sure to sign up 
by Monday at noon.  You can do that by con-

tacting the front office, signing up on the sheet 
in the front lobby, or using the yellow cards in 

the pew racks.

Prayer Submissions 
The Intercessory Prayer Group is celebrating its 25th year!  And to mark this occasion 
they are compiling a Book of Prayers and they would love for you to submit prayers 
that have touched you.  Please be sure to note where the prayer came from if you 

didn’t write it yourself.  You can email them to Lea in the front office at 
office@fistgreenwood.com or leave them in her office. Look for information in the 

October Spire.  Submissions are due by October 15th.



*Congregation stands                                                     **Late comers may be seated

AIDS FOR WORSHIP - Large print hymnals and wireless hearing devices (instructions are in 
the pew racks) are available in the narthex.

POSTLUDE     

Leader:		 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it;                 Ps. 24:1
People:		 the world, and those who live in it.

*CLOSING HYMN #700     “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”
                                             I’M GONNA LIVE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [The Apostles’ Creed]                          

*OPENING HYMN** #4     “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”     GROSSER GOTT

GATHERING MUSIC                                                       Tim Walters

*HYMN (On Screens)	            “Lord of All Hopefulness”	      alt. tune SLANE

  ADORATION

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS                            Rev. Brad Christie

(Please sign and pass the Member/Guest Registry.  If you are a guest, your name, 
address, phone number, and e-mail address will be most helpful.)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, dead, and buried:  
     he descended into hell;
     the third day he rose again from the dead; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
     from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
     the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
     the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

DECLARATION OF PARDON
Leader:		 Friends in Christ, we are forgiven.
People:		 Thanks be to God!

Almighty and merciful Father, 
     we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 
     and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared 
    to the world in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, 
    that we may live a holy, just, 
    and humble life to the glory of your holy name. 

SILENT CONFESSION                                              

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER           

*CALL TO WORSHIP   [Psalm 25:1-9]                                                Steve Skinner                    
Leader:		 God, we lift our souls to you.
People:		 Make us to know your ways,
		  and teach us your paths.
Leader:		 Lead us in your truth, O God,
		  for you are our salvation.
People:		 For you we wait, all day long.
		  O come, let us worship!

*BENEDICTION                                                          

MINUTE FOR MINISTRY (Committed Prayers)                     Betsy Collins

TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                         Beth Pruitt
Children may choose to exit at this time:
K3-K5 -- Room 120; 1st-5th grades -- Children’s Chapel

*Doxology (On Screens)                                DUKE STREET

Call to Offering                                                                      Elise Collins
GIVING of TITHES and OFFERINGS                            	             

Offertory                   “Sing Choirs of Heaven”	            Richard Shepard

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication                               Elise Collins

PRELUDE                                 “O Gracious Light”	                  David Hogan                                  
Chancel Choir

SERMON                                     “Change of Mind”

 PROCLAMATION
SCRIPTURE READING      Matthew 21:23-32                 Rev. Christie

Leader:		 This is the Word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God!PRAYER OF CONFESSION

CONFESSION
CALL TO CONFESSION                                                 Elise Collins

Please remain for the Called Congregational Meeting 
to elect our Pastor Nominating Committee


