
The Spire
First Presbyterian Church

December  2025			                               Greenwood, SC

ADVENT HAPPENINGS
Sunday, November 30		  First Sunday of Advent
					     Hanging of the Greens (11:00)
					     No 9:00 service
Saturday, December 6		  Rick & Janice May Christmas Open House 
					        (4:00-7:00 pm, 127 East Cambridge Ave.)
Sunday, December 7		  Second Sunday of Advent
					     Communion at 11:00
					     No 9:00 service					   
Saturday, December 13		  Christmas @ First Pres Rehearsal  (10-12, Sanc.)
					     Youth to participate with Wreaths Across America
					        (1:00, Edgewood Cemetary)
					     Sojourners Christmas Party 
					        (4-6:00 pm, 232 Deer Run Ln.)					   
Sunday, December 14		  Third Sunday of Advent
					     No 9:00 service	
					     Christmas @ First Pres (4:00, Sanctuary)
					     Caroling (5:30ish pm, Wesley Commons)
Monday, December 15		  Palmetto Girls Sing Concert (6:00 pm, Sanctuary)
Sunday, December 21		  Fourth Sunday of Advent
					     Birthday Party for Jesus (10:00 am, Alexander Hall)
	 	 	 	 	 Christmas Joy Offering accepted (11:00)
					     No 9:00 service
Wednesday, December 24		 Nativity Service Rehearsal (10:30 am, Sanctuary)
	 	 	 	 	 Church Offices close at noon
					     Nativity Service (5:30 pm, Sanctuary)
					     Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols
					      (7:00 pm, Sanctuary)
Thursday-Friday	 	 	 Church offices closed
December 25-26
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SPECIAL SERVICES

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
11:00 am

Christmas Eve Services
Family (Nativity) Service

5:30 pm

Candlelight Service 
of Lessons & Carols

7:00 pm

NO EARLY SERVICE
There will not be a 9:00 service from Nov. 30th - Jan. 4th.  
We will resume with our two services on Jan. 11th, 2026.
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SPECIAL SERVICES cont.



SPECIAL SERVICES cont.
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from The Root Cellar

For children K3 (completely potty-trained) – 5th grade
From 10:00 – 10:45
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The "true story" of "Silent Night" (Stille Nacht Heilige Nacht) involves 
Joseph Mohr, who wrote the lyrics in 1816, and Franz Xaver Gruber, who 

composed the melody for a broken organ in the Austrian village of 
Oberndorf in 1818. The carol was first performed on Christmas Eve 1818 

to a congregation at St. Nicholas Church, accompanied by a guitar, 
because the church organ was damaged by flooding. 

The song's message of peace and comfort transcended 
cultures and faiths, as evidenced by the story of 

German and British soldiers singing it together during 
the Christmas Truce of 1914. 

Can you even imagine? 
Check out this amazing story and recording by Cantus: 
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SHinE Choir Singing Sundays: Nov. 30, Mar. 29, Apr. 26 at 11:00, 
Dec. 14 at 4:00
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Calling all children!
If  your child would like to participate 

in the Christmas Eve nativity, 

they will need to attend practice

Wednesday, 12/24 at 10:30 in the sanctuary.

K5 children are featured in the main roles.

Contact Elise to let her know who can participate.





Join us for a family book club!

We are encouraging families and everyone interested to 
read Jotham’s Journey. Elise has 10 copies available if you 

would like one or you can order one.
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12/3 – WEY GOTE at Panera and Christmas shopping for children 
in the community @5:30 – 7:00

12/7 – Sunday school @10:00-10:45

12/7 – SNY GOTE at Panera with Mrs. Elise @ 5:00 - 6:00. Bring 
money for dinner.

12/10 – WEY wrapping presents @5:30 – 7:00

12/13 – Wreaths Across America @12:00 – until wreaths are 
placed.

12/14 – Sunday school @ 10:00 – 10:45

12/14 – Christmas @ First Pres @4:00
 arrive @3:30 to get into costume for the live nativity.

12/14 – Caroling at Wesley Commons @5:30ish. We’ll carpool 
from FPC

12/17 – Christmas Party at the Pinson’s (508 Henrietta Ave E) 
@5:30 – 7:00

12/19 – Lock-in at Big Air in Laurens @11:00 pm – 7:00 am. 
Meet at FPC to carpool.

12/21- Birthday Party for Jesus @10:00- 10:45 in Alexander Hall

12/28 – Sunday school @10:00 – 10:45
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Highlights from the Young Adults Dinner at the Collins’!
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18 Sojourners - Henry Reynolds (Room 110)

FISH (Fellowship In Service to Him) – Room 205



Wednesday 
Night 

Fellowship

5:15 – Gather - Children on the playground; 
adults and youth in AH

5:25 – Dinner for children (pay $5 weekly or by semester/year)

5:30 – Dinner for adults and youth ($10) 
RSVP by Monday or request to be added to the weekly list. 

5:45 – Prayer for everyone

6:00 programming: Women in the Conference Room (206), Men in the FISH class 
(205), Children (The Root Cellar); Youth (the Loft) and Pastor’s Bible study in the 
Henry Reynolds room (110) at 6:15. 

Menus:
December 3:
EVERYBODY NIGHT (ALL AGES)
A HOLY Family Craft & SHINE Choir (children only)

Spaghetti Supper 
$5.00 per person $15.00 for families

December 10:
EVERYBODY NIGHT (ALL AGES)
A Thumb Print X-mas tree craft & SHINE 
Choir (children only)

Pizza  Supper/ Pizza Name Game Activity
$5.00 per person $15.00 for families
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Books & Spirits Group
Meets monthly and discusses a book of their choosing together.
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Devotional 

is Here
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MOVING FORWARD
Flow Chart for New Pastor Search

Session contacts 
Presbytery COM
 (Commission on 

Ministry)

Succession Plan 
(COM and Session)

Pastoral Relationship 
Dissolved 

(Congregation & 
Presbytery)

June 29, 2025

Supply or Interim 
Pastor Appointed 
(Session, COM, 

Presbytery)
August 23, 2025

Mission Study 
Conducted

Winter 2025-
Spring 2026

PNC Elected
(Session & 

Congregation)

New Pastor 
Called and Elected 

(PNC, COM, Session, 
Congregation)

PNC Searches for 
New Pastor

12-18 MONTHS

Pastor Search Process Explanation
The weeks and months ahead stand to be exciting as First Pres searches for its next called and installed pastor.  
Here’s how the process will go.

On August 23, Presbytery approved Brad Christie.

COM and the Session will now collaborate on a mission study, possibly in early fall.  This study will produce a 
clear picture of where the church is now and a vision for moving forward with new pastoral leadership.  Once 
the mission study is completed, the Session, through a special nominating committee, will recommend a Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC) for approval by the congregation.



23The PNC will publish a detailed description of the church and its vision.  They will then receive and review 
applications from ministers seeking a call to such a church.  Eventually, the PNC will interview a short list 
of top candidates and confer with COM about terms of call for the new pastor, who will then be presented to the 
congregation for approval.

The search for a new pastor entails many important steps, which cannot be rushed.  The PNC will consult with 
COM throughout the process and report regularly to the congregation.  The entire process typically takes at least 
a year to 18 months to complete.

Clearly, we need to keep this whole transitional season in fervent, concerted prayer!  God is good.  And God has 
good things in store for FPC.  Thanks be to God!

Moving Forward

We’re about to advance the You Are Here marker on our transition timeline (see opposite page).  At 
their November joint meeting with the diaconate, the session unanimously approved a proposed Con-
sultant-Led Mission Study Process for our church.  The consulting group working with us is Pinnacle 
Leadership Associates based in Chapin, SC.  David Brown, not our member David Brown but Consult-
ing Coordinator at Pinnacle, will be our lead consulting partner.  David has consulted nationwide for 
some 30 churches of various denominations, including Shandon Presbyterian Church in Columbia.  We 
are in faithful, capable hands with David.

The mission study will encompass three broad phases.  In Phase One, David will meet with the Mis-
sion Study Team (see below) and church staff to set expectations and map out a timeline and plan for 
the rest of the study.  Also during this phase, the whole congregation will participate in a series of as-
sessments that will produce much of the data needed for the study.  Eventually, analysis of this data will 
be most helpful to the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).

Phase Two will feature a series of listening sessions that culminate in what Pinnacle calls a Vision 360 
Workshop.  The whole church will be invited to participate in this retreat weekend, where David and 
the study team will guide everyone through feedback sessions focusing on the church’s past, present, 
and future.  The work of this phase—the feedback and collective discernment that develops through 
this time—will be at the heart of the final mission study report.  And, again, the heart of that report will 
shape much of the PNC’s work.

Phase Three produces the final version of the mission study report.  Once completed, the report will be 
presented to the full session for approval.  The report then will be presented to the congregation and to 
Trinity Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry.

The plan is for the session’s Administrative Committee to form the core of the Mission Study Team.  
But there is room on the team for anyone else who might want to be part of this crucial effort.  If you’re 
interested, please contact Brad (brad@firstgreenwood.com) or Mark Abell, Administrative Committee 
chair (mark.abell@lonza.com).

Blessings,

Brad  



Deadline to register for the retreat is December 23rd.



N oah’s  Ark N ews

We have had so much to be thankful for this month.  We were excited to host 
Chicken Salad Chick again!  Lauren used the profits earned to help show the 

Noah’s Ark staff just how thankful we are for them!  Each staff member received 
a Pantry Shoppe gift card just in time for the holiday!  In Chapel, the children 

have been discussing giving with a cheerful heart.  Teachers have explained how 
pleased God is when we help others in need.  Teachers have also been covering 

the birth of Jesus and conducting Parent/Teacher conferences.  It’s hard to 
believe we are almost halfway through the school year already!  The children are 

learning so much this season!

We had great success with our Christmas ornament sale this year.  
This is a wonderful tradition, and we hope that these keepsake ornaments bring 

joy in all the years to come for our Noah’s Ark families.  We have decided to 
postpone our baskets for our annual silent auction until February.  

We would like our focus to be our Giving Tree this season.  The Noah’s Ark 
Giving Tree will be up from December 1st -12th.  Please consider donating to 
benefit the local Hospice House.  They could use items such as foam cups, 
shaving cream, adult wet wipes, individually wrapped snacks, hand soap, 
paper plates, ground coffee, coffee creamer, laundry detergent, tissues, 
paper towels, peppermint candies, and body lotions/wash.  Thank you 

for all you do to help our preschool give back to our community!
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Fall Fest Highlights
26
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH 
MONTHLY MISSION SPOTLIGHT

Thornwell Bells
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH cont.

	 The Missions/Outreach Committee is re-
sponsible for the designation and oversight of 
the congregation’s gifts to various mission and 
ministry projects locally, nationally, and globally.  
          For over 18 years, David Hyde has faithfully 
served on this committee as Treasurer.  David is 
retiring at the end of this year.
          The Missions/Outreach Committee hon-
ors David for his dedication and leadership.  On 
behalf of the congregation, we thank him for his 
service.

 Get Ready for the Circle 4 
Souper Bowl Sale    

“The weather outside is frightful, but our delicious 
food will be delightful!” We are happy to announce 
that Circle 4 (Sara Smith Circle) will be holding 
our ever popular Souper Bowl Sale in February. 
We will be offering a yummy assortment of soups, 
casseroles, dips, and snacks. Soups will be sold by 

the quart, and we’ll have casseroles in both 8 x 8 and 9 x 13 sizes. We’re making 
a major change: SOUPS AND CASSEROLES WILL BE PRE-ORDER ONLY! 
Ordering information will be in the January Spire, and the pre-ordering win-
dow of time is January 1st -11th. We will have certain quantities available, and 
we will fill orders as they come in, until we run out. Don’t be late and miss out! 
Some dips and snacks will be sold in the Lobby on Super Bowl Sunday, Febru-
ary 8th. Your support always amazes us, and the funds are used for our different 
missions.
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH cont.
			   A Replacement Vehicle for Burton Center
The Burton Center was created over four decades ago to provide free services to indi-
viduals and their families who have disabilities and special needs (autism, intellectual 
disabilities, head injuries, spinal cord injuries, and related disabilities). 

Ranging from Adult Day Programs to Residential Programs and Supervised Living Pro-
grams, these services help their clients discover opportunities to mature, grow, and 
reach their full potential.  They have community partnerships in Abbeville, Edgefield, 
Greenwood, Lexington, McCormick and Saluda counties.

The Burton Center currently has 51 buses and vans for daily transportation of their 
clients to and from the center or their places of employment.  They average more 
than 45,000 miles each month which is 1500 miles each day with these vehicles.
 
On July 1 of this year, one of their buses caught fire and was destroyed.  Blessedly, the 
driver was able to get all the occupants out safely.

Funds were needed to replace this vehicle.  Our Endowment Committee provided 
$15,000 to help purchase a 2025 Ford Transit 15 passenger van.  This vehicle has many 
safety features that are not on the older yellow school buses like the one destroyed by 
the fire. 

The Burton Center is located at 2605 Hwy 72/221E  in Greenwood.
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH cont.
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH cont.

Greater Greenwood United Ministry
Food Pantry Needs

Canned Cranberry Sauce
Instant Mashed Potatoes

Macaroni & Cheese
Small Bags of Rice

Packet of Gravy Mix
Jiffy Cornbread Mix

1 lb (16 oz.) Canned Ham
Canned Chicken

Canned Tuna
Canned Beef Stew

Canned Chicken & Dumplings
Canned Yams

Canned Mixed Vegetables

They have a good supply of green beans and corn at this time.

You can purchase anything on the list and drop off between 9-noon Monday through Friday 
at GGUM, 1404 Edgefield St., Greenwood



32 DATES TO REMEMBER
Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.  Keep watch in the 

bulletin, next month’s Spire, and First Things email for more current information.

Wednesday, November 26	 Church offices close at noon

Thursday-Friday		  Church offices closed
November 27-28

Sunday, November 30		 First Sunday of Advent
				    Hanging of the Greens (11:00)
				    No 9:00 Service

Saturday, December 6		 Rick & Janice May’s Open House (4-7 pm, 127 East Cambridge)

Sunday, December 7		  Second Sunday of Advent
				    No 9:00 Service

Thursday, December 11	 Noah’s Ark Christmas Program (6:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Saturday, December 13	 Christmas @ First Pres rehearsal (10:00 am - 12:00 noon, Sanctuary)
				    Wreaths Across America (1:00 pm, Edgewood Cemetary)
				    Sojourners Christmas Party (4:00-6:00 pm, Home of Hunter Bell)

Sunday, December 14		 Third Sunday of Advent
				    Christmas @ First Pres (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)
				    Caroling at Wesley Commons (5:30ish)
				    No 9:00 Service
				  
Monday, December 15	 Palmetto Girls Sing Concert (6:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Wednesday, December 17	 Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast (7:00 am, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, December 21		 Fourth Sunday of Advent
				    Birthday Party for Jesus (10:00 am, Alexander Hall)
				    Christmas Joy Offering accepted (11:00)
				    No 9:00 Service
				  
Wednesday, December 24	 Nativity Service Rehearsal (10:30, Sanctuary)
				    Church Offices close at noon
				    Nativity Service (5:30 pm, Sanctuary)
				    Candlelight service (7:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Thursday-Friday		  Church offices closed
December 25-26

Sunday, December 28		 Andrew Goforth preaching
				    No 9:00 Service



33  Presbyterian Women News 
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

Joy to the World! 

Those familiar words from one of our favorite carols remind us that real 
joy isn’t about everything going perfectly—it’s about knowing that Christ is with us, right in 
the middle of our ordinary days. As we move into this season of celebration, we’re invited to 
pause and remember that God’s love came to us in the most beautiful way—through the gift 
of Jesus. That’s the kind of joy that lasts, even when life feels busy or uncertain.

This Christmas, let’s make room for that joy to fill our hearts and overflow into the world 
around us. Whether it’s through a smile, a helping hand, or a word of encouragement, we can 
each share Christ’s joy with others. May our church family be a reflection of that joy—shining 
God’s love in every corner of our community and reminding the world that the Lord has truly 
come!

Lisa Yarbrough ~ Moderator, Presbyterian Women
864.313.5511 ~ yarbroughsc@gmail.com

Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 10:30 am, at Wesley Commons.  
	 Contact Jean Mabe 941-7817. 	

Circle 3 will meet Monday, December 8th, at 10:30 am, at R Place.
	 Contact Kappy May 864-554-7434 or Kathy Snyder 864-941-1838

Circle 4 will meet Monday, December 8th, at 11:00 am, at the home of Martha Ann Davis.
	 Contact Carol Umphress 770-316-5010
		
Circles 5 will meet Tuesday, December 9th, at 12:30 pm, in Alexander Hall. 
	 and includes lunch & childcare.  
	 Contact Meg Stevens 993-7536, Tara Gibson, 773-991-3374, 
	 or Michelle Barksdale 864-344-2450
	
Circle 6 will meet Monday, December 1st, at 7:00 pm in the Barksdale Room. 
	 Contact Jessica Willard (jesswillard81@gmail.com, 993-5980) or
	 Nickie Murphy (famurphy01@aol.com, 205-317-5347)

Circle 7 will meet Tuesday, December 9th, at 10:30 am at the home of Janice May.
	 Contact Becky Bryson 223-2998.
	
Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 11:30 am, at the home of Betty Williams.
	 Contact Betty Williams 993-0466. 



2025-2026
SEASON

MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2024-2025 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES
     FRIEND:  $50-$99 $______;  SPONSOR:  $100-$599 $______;  PATRON:  $500-$999 $_______;  ANGEL:  $1,000 + $_______

    Name:___________________________________________
    Mailing Address:___________________________________
    City:__________________________  State:_____________
    ZIP:___________  Telephone:________________________
    Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office.  Your check payable to 

FPC is tax deductible.

Sunday, September 14 
4:00 PM

Sunday, December 14
4:00 PM (Corrected Time)

Sunday, February 23
4:00 PM

Sunday, March 15
4:00 PM

The Golden Age of the Trumpet: Music for Trumpet and Strings
Transport yourself to the Baroque era through the sound of period strings,  
harpsichord, and trumpets, all tuned to replicate music as it was heard in 
that time!  Trumpeters Cody Beard, Robbie Collins and Noa Miller appear 
with the North Carolina Baroque Orchestra Chamber Ensemble in this 
lineup of Italian, French, Czech, and Bohemian composers from the late 
1600s to the late 1700s. 

Christmas @ First Pres
The Greenwood Festival Chorale collaborates with the choirs of First 
Presbyterian Church in “Angels We Have Heard on High.” Join us with 
your family and friends for a moving performance of holiday music. 

Pageantry of Keyboards
Stanley Colbert, Steven Skinner, and Tim Walters return to the keyboards 
at First Presbyterian Church for another rip-roaring keyboard extravagan-
za!   Enjoy hearing your favorite sacred and popular melodies dazzle un-
der the creativity of these artists!

Modern Choral Classics
In its annual spring concert honoring the diverse heritage of contempo-
rary composers, the Greenwood Festival Chorale presents modern cho-
ral selections. Director Mr. Steven Skinner leads the chorale in its musical 
offerings to the community throughout the year. For auditions, contact 
steve@firstgreenwood.com.
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Palmetto Girls Sing, Season 11
Palmetto Girls Sing, an outreach of First 
Presbyterian Church, is in its 11th season. With 
50 girls enrolled in the program, we are excit-
ed about the opportunities that are ahead 
of us. The “Grace Notes Choir” is for girls in 
grades 4-6, and the “Lyrics Singers” are our 
7th-12th grade girls. We meet each Monday 

night in the sanctuary and choir room at First Presbyterian Church.

November has been a busy month. We have been polishing music for our up-
coming performances! We also went to see Part 2 of the Wicked Movie. Most 
importantly, we were able to lead in worship during our Community Thanksgiv-
ing Service, one of our favorite performances of the year.

Appalachian Festival of Young Voices
Palmetto Girls Sing has been accepted into the Appalachian Festival of Young 
Voices in Charleston, WV. We will participate in this festival with other singers 
from around the country from June 12-16, 2026. The clinician and composer in 
residence is Rollo Dilworth who is known for his work with young singers. We are 
pleased for this opportunity for our girls. 

When Will the Girls Sing?
Friday, December 5- PJ Party for Santa (Grace Notes Choir)
Monday, December 15- Winter Concert at First Presbyterian Church, 6:00 PM 
Tickets will be sold at the door and in advance on our website.

How Can I Help?
Attend a concert, and/or become a patron of Palmetto Girls Sing! We are rais-
ing funds to provide three year-long scholarships for singers. We also hope to 
reduce the cost for the girls’ trip to West Virginia. All donations will go directly 
towards these projects.  

******************************************************************************************Patron Name (as it should appear in our Winter Concert Program)

____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________________

Donation Amount______________________________________________________________

Thank you from Palmetto Girls Sing!
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notes
A Service of 

Lessons and Carols
 Christmas Eve

7:00 pm

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
was first sung in 1880 in Truro Cathe-
dral at 10 p.m. in order to “get the men 
out of the pubs early so they would 
not be drunk for the midnight service”.  
Our 2025 service is at 7, but of course, 
for different reasons…

This service follows a pattern of 9 scripture readings followed by carols. The carols 
take on the role of reflecting on each text and exhorting the congregation. The tone 
of the worship service is both solemn and joyful, reflecting the intimidating gran-
deur of the story—from Fall to Incarnation—and rejoicing in the love of God and the 
redemption that is ours through Christ.

Here is a list of the Carols sung by the congregation so that you can familiarize your-
self for full participation (numbers given are from our Glory to God hymnal):
Once in Royal David’s City (a tradition for 140 years!) #140
Good Christian Friends Rejoice #132
Blest Be the God of Israel #109 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuLiAdY6Auw
Creator of the Stars of Night #84
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks #118
The First Nowell #147 (stanzas 4-6)
O Come, All Ye Faithful #133
Silent Night #122

These carols, plus the ones performed at Christmas @ First Pres, should envelop us 
in the glory and wonder of the first AND second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ!
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GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are extended 
to  the family of Sally Baumeister upon her passing 
on November 4, 2025; and to Amanda Dunlap and her 
family on the passing of her grandmother, Edna Posey, 
on November 14, 2025. We share with them the joy of 
the promise of resurrection and eternal life.

RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Ann Heironimus -- SRH
Jane Anderson -- GRRH
Jim Sherrer -- SRH

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the 
11:00 service on December 7, 2025.

Deadline for the January issue of The Spire is 
Monday, December 15, 2025.

The church offices will close at noon on Christ-
mas Eve and will remain closed on Thursday and 
Friday.

We will have only one service (11:00) from No-
vember 30, 2025 to January 4, 2026.  We will re-
turn to two services (9:00 and 11:00) on January 
11, 2026.

On Sunday, December 21, we will receive the 
Christmas Joy Offering. God has blessed the 
church with incredible leadership in every time 
and place, but those leaders often need to be sup-
ported by their communities as well. This Offering 
provides support for Presbyterian church workers 
and their families in their time of need and lead-
ership development and education for communi-
ties of color at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color. Please 
use the brown special offering envelopes located 
in the pew racks and mark for Christmas.

TEAM MEETINGS

The Admin Committee will meet on Tuesday, 
December 16th, at 5:30 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Buildings & Grounds Committee will meet 
Monday, December 8th, at 5:15 p.m. in the Barks-
dale Room (Room 122).

The Committed Prayers Team will meet Mon-
day, December 1st, at 4:30 pm, in the Chapel.

The Endowment will meet Monday, December 
8th, at 5:00 pm, in the Conference Room (Room 
206).

The Finanical Oversight Committee will meet 
wednesday, December 17th, at 12:00 noon, in th 
Barksdale Room (Room 122).

The Home Communion/Visitation Committee 
will meet Thursday, December 11th, at 10:00 am, 
in the Barksdale Room. (Room 122).

Stephen Ministry will meet Wednesday, De-
cember 10th, at 4:30 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Worship Committee will meet Tuesday, De-
cember 9th, at 5:45 p.m. on the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

Please note that the place, time, and date of these 
meetings are subject to change.

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED
The New Officers will be installed during the 
11:00 serivce on January 4, 2026.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
We will hold our annual congregational meeting 
on Sunday, January 4, 2026 a the conclusion of the 
11:00 service.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
vote on the 2026 Nomintaing Committee.
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GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION cont.
JOINT OFFICER

 MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Below are some of the highlights from the No-
vember meeting. 

1.) Lee & Shannon Balentine are transferring to 
South Main Baptist Church

2.) John & Barbara Holman are transferring 
membership to Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte.

3.) Approved wedding ceremony of Margaret 
Masters and Hayden Jordan in August, 2026.

4.) Heard report of the Presbytery meeting

5.) Approved Congregational Meeting on Janu-
ary 2, 2026 for the purpose of electing Nominat-
ing Committee for next year.

6.) Approved contract for Mission Study

Christmas Drop-In 
at the home of 

Rick and Janice May
127 East Cambridge

Saturday, 
December 6th
4:00 - 7:00 pm

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
Did you know that we have a Child 

Protection Policy in place here at FPC?  
Contact the front office 

if you would like a copy.
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GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION cont.
FROM THE 

FINANCIAL OFFICE
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 

YOUR INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 
OR BANK

If you plan to give contributions from 
your investment portfolio or from your 
bank directly to the church, please let 
Nan Smith in the financial office know.  
Nan can be reached at 864-229-5814 
or finance@firstgreenwood.com. Stock 
and other direct transfers often come 
with no additional information about the 
donor’s identity.

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelopes are available in the 
hallway between the two lobbies.  If you 
do not see yours or would like to start 
using offering envelopes, please contact 
Nan Smith in the financial office.  These 
offering envelopes are mailable. There 
is no need to put them in another enve-
lope to mail them, just put a stamp on 
them. If you give online or once a year, 
and would like to discontinue receiving 
the envelopes, please return them to 
Nan with a note letting her know. 

Note that your envelope number may 
have changed. If you use offering en-
velopes, be sure to use the ones for the 
current year. As more people start giv-
ing electronically, we are ordering fewer 
offering envelopes, and your envelope 
number may have changed.

Stewardship
Jesus tells a parable of a man planting 
a mustard seed. Even though the seed 
is small, it grows into one of the largest 

plants. Eventually it becomes a tree with 
branches on which birds can perch.

Jesus compares the small mustard seed 
to Heaven – meaning that if we’re good 
stewards of the small gifts we’ve been 

given, we can turn them into something 
even greater that can support others 

around us.

ARE YOU FRAZZLED?
Have you or someone you know been sick 

or hospitalized?
Are you or someone you know homebound?

Are you or someone you know completely 
frazzled?

Please let the church office know so that we can 
visit with you, offer home communion, pray 

with you, or set you up with a Stephen Minister.  
We are here for you.

Feel free to contact the front office 
or one of our ministers.
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