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Wyoming student orientation. Keep a blanket, a bottle of water and a candle with 

you at all times. 

If driving to Cheyenne for a Taco Bell Bean Burrito was a life or death 

adventure I think I will stay in.  

We are going on an adventure: “Advent-ure” 

To begin our “Advent-ure” we open to a passage in Matthew 

about… 

 

Matthew 24:35–44 (NRSV) - The Necessity for Watchfulness  

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  

37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 

so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.  

42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.  
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Matthew 24: 45-51 (NRSV) - The Faithful or the Unfaithful Servant 

46 Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 
47 Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.  

 

Matthew 25:1–13 (NRSV) - The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids 

10  …while [the five foolish bridesmaids] went to buy [oil for their lamps], 

the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 

wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids 

came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 

I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day 

nor the hour.  

 

Robby Robins was an Air Force pilot during the first Iraq war. After his 300th 

mission, he was surprised to be given permission to immediately pull his 

crew together and fly his plane home. They flew across the ocean to 

Massachusetts and then had a long drive to western Pennsylvania. They 

drove all night, and when his buddies dropped him off at his driveway just 

after sun-up, there was a big banner across the garage—"Welcome Home 

Dad!" 

How did they know? No one had called, and the crew themselves hadn't 

expected to leave so quickly. Robins relates, "When I walked into the 

house, the kids, about half dressed for school, screamed, 'Daddy!' Susan 
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came running down the hall—she looked terrific—hair fixed, make-up on, 

and a crisp yellow dress. 'How did you know?' I asked. 

'I didn't,' she answered through tears of joy. 'Once we knew the war was 

over, we knew you'd be home one of these days. We knew you'd try to 

surprise us, so we were ready every day.'" 

 

Practical Guide to “Advent-ure” Readiness: 

1. Consider John the Baptist. He was weird. 

Matthew 3:4 (NRSV) - 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 

leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.  

Being ready, and preparing the way means you walk to the beat of a 

different drum.  

 It’s okay to miss the latest fad.  

We baptize children as a commitment to teach him or her to 

live differently.  

The commercialization of Christmas involves the 

secularization of the “Holiday Season” 

This would be the opposite of anticipating the 

coming of Christ.  
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2. A routine, or regular practice to keep you watchful.  

a. Habitual Prayer 

b. Daily Devotion – Advent Devotional 

c. Consistent Bible reading 

d. Go to church 

e. To name a few 

 

3. Don’t forget.  

a. Remember the goodness of God.  

b. Remember how far you have come. You’ve made it here. 

c. Remember Christ is coming soon. 

 

Let’s begin this “Advent-ure” on the right foot. 
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Matthew 24:35–44 (NRSV) - The Necessity for Watchfulness  

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father.  

37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For 

as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.  

40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 

left.  

42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.  

43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 

the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 

have let his house be broken into.  

44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.  

 

 


