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A Message From Our Pastor...
A few weeks ago, we gathered together for our annual Kirkin o’ the Tartans service. Oh, what a celebration! The Kirkin is always a time to circle the horses and come together as one kirk (church). The trill
of bagpipes reverberated around us and filled every corner of our sanctuary. On that day, I preached
a sermon entitled “Is There One?”. Using the story of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:20-33) we
were challenged with this question of whether there are a faithful few left to carry the torch of Christ.
One of the most pointed thoughts in the message noted that “We live in a world rampant with sin and
outright rebellion against God. There is nothing Sodom and Gomorrah was doing that our age does not
do, and with pride. There is no lack of evidence or warrant to destroy us today!!” This haunting reminder should light a fire under our, at times, lukewarm faith. It is critical that we do not accept the decline
of Christianity in our country. “Is there one” who will act to instill faith in this generation?
I would like everyone to consider what they can do. Below are a few ideas I listed in the sermon:
1.
We know from Micah 6:8 (ESV) “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
2.
Get your children to church. The diminished attendance of children on Sunday morning concerns me that we are in the threat of losing a generation of believers. The Old Testament is full of stories of faith not reaching the next generation and the consequences were dire.
3.
I often hear our members concerned about their grandchildren’s faith. Many grandparents
worry about the next generation being unchurched. I wish I knew an easy solution to this problem,
but prayer goes a long way. Send your grandchildren resources that may be helpful in their faith.
4.
Invite your neighbor to church. This is the number one evangelistic tool. You may notice that
we do not advertise in the newspaper anymore. The reason is because it is not effective. Only your
invitation works.

(Continued on page 24)
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RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Erwin Abell -- Wesley Commons
Joe Snyder -- SRH
Joyce Brown
Don Boyce
Boyd Yarbrough

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are extended to the family of Tina Able upon her passing on
October 19, 2022. We share with them the joy of the
promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both
services on November 6, 2022 and at the early
service on November 27, 2022.
Deadline for the December issue of The Spire
is Monday, November 17, 2022.
Hanging of the Greens Service on November
27, 2022.
The church offices will be closed for Thanksgiving at noon on Wednesday, all day Thursday and
Friday, November 23-25, 2022.
Daylight Saving Time ends this month. Be sure
to change your clocks on Saturday, November
5th.

Thanks you so much for all the birthday cards,
flowers, videos, organ solos, and well wishes. I
felt so much love from you all. I’m truly blessed
to have such a wonderful church family!
				Jo Graham

KIRKIN' FUND

Sunday,
November 6
4:00 pm
Brothers McLeod

Our annual Kirkin service was Sunday, October 9th and as usual was a tremendous
success as we celebrated our Scottish heritage. If you would like to help replenish the
Kirkin fund for next year’s service please
prayerfully consider it. The fund covers the
cost of the band and helps defray other
costs associated with the service as well.
Just put Kirkin in the memo line of your donation. Thank you!
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TEAM MEETINGS
The Admin Committee will meet Thursday, November 10th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (Room
122).
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,
November 14th, at 5:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room
(Room 122).
The Christian Education Committee will meet Sunday, November 13th, at 6:00 pm, in the Barksdale
Room (Room 122).
The Committed Prayers group will meet Monday,
November 28th, at 4:30 pm, in the Chapel.
The Congregational Care Team will meet Monday,
November 7th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room
(Room 122).
The Financial Oversight Committee will meet
Thursday, November 17th, at 12:00 noon, in Alexander Hall. Note different day this month.

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES CABINET

Located in the front desk cabinet
in the front lobby, we have several
baskets containing emergency supplies.
One basket contains a first aid kit,
Lifevac (for choking),
and narcan (for drug overdose).
A separate basket contains supplies
for a diabetic emergency.

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday,
November 13th, at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds
Room (Room 110).
The Noah's Ark Board will meet Tuesday, November 8th, at 6:00 pm, via Zoom.
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will meet
Monday, November 28th, at 10:00 am, in the Henry
Reynolds Room (Room 110).
Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, November 8th,
at 6:15 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).
The Worship Team will meet Tuesday, November
15th, at 5:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room
110).
The Youth Committee will meet Sunday, November
13th, at 5:00 pm, in the Kitchen.
Joint meeting of the Session and Diaconate will be
held Sunday, November 20th at 5:00 pm, in Alexander Hall.
Please note that the place, time, and date of these
meetings are subject to change.

We need volunteers to help with Fellowship
activities and ushering duties. Contact the front
office for more information or to sign up,
229-5814 or office@firstgreenwood.com.

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS

Order forms for poinsettias will
be available in the church lobby
on Tuesday, November 1st.
Or you may contact the church office
to complete the form.
Deadline to order is Monday, December 5th.
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FPC Family Ministry
Sundays@10 for Children
Sundays@10 is a time for our K4-5th children to gather
in their very own space and fill their toolboxes with tools
to equip them throughout their lives.
We have a Bible lesson altogether and then we
rotate among the following stations:
art, drama, theatre, media center. Come join us!
11/6 – Children’s Sabbath preparation (SHinE Choir for 1st – 5th) (Collins & Buchanan)
11/13 – Behind the Scenes 3 (Esther & Mordecai) (Culbertson & Griggs)
11/20 – Behind the Scenes 4 (God gives us peace) (Collins & Buchanan)
11/27 – Advent: City of Angels (Jesus Calms Our Fears) (Collins & Griggs)

Who will miss me if I miss church?
Our church family is big enough that sometimes our precious people may fall
through the cracks. We certainly don’t want that!
K-Groups are one way we can create a smaller group to love and care for each
other. Koinonia means Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more
commonly, with fellow Christians.
Be one. Care for one. You are needed. Questions? Thoughts? Contact Libby Bell.
Send us your pictures to share!

Blessing of the Animals
Highlights

4

This one is just for our college students!
We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know
you are still part of our church family
no matter where you may be.
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Serve
What does it mean to serve or be served? It means putting someone else before yourself.
This may be easy for some and foreign to others. But, if we look at Jesus’ ministry –
he did a whole lot of serving by healing, washing feet, talking and dining with the least
desirable, walking with friends, and more. In fact, he would serve so much that he would
be exhausted at the end of the day often going off on his own to pray and have some
alone time. But he touched so many lives that we are still reaping the benefits of his
service and love almost 2000 years later.
Serving impacts people in ways you can’t understand sometimes.
Be willing to put someone else first and see what happens.
You’ll probably be as blessed as the one you serve.
Each of you received a spiritual gift. God has shown you his grace in giving you different gifts.
And you are like servants who are responsible for using God’s gifts.
So be good servants and use your gifts to serve each other.
						
- 1 Peter 4:10
Want your own copy of the Spire for a little taste of home? Let Lea or Elise know!

Printed in our bulletin on July 10, 1994...
We All Are One in Mission
Rusty Edwards, 1986
We all are called for service, to witness in God's name;
Our ministries are different, Our purpose is the same;
To touch the lives of others, By God's surprising grace,
So every folk and nation May feel God's warm embrace.
Now let us be united And let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel For God's redeeming work.
We all are one in mission, We all are one in call,
Our varied gifts united By Christ, the Lord.

Sundays@10 for Adults!
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Sojourners Class
Henry Reynolds Room
(Room 110)
10:00 am

11/6
11/13
11/20
11/27

11/6
11/13
11/20
11/27
11/6
11/13
11/20
11/27

11/6
11/13
11/20
11/27

Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #4
Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #5
Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #6
Philip Yancey: Vanishing Grace #1

Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #4
FISH
Kyle
Idleman: Not a fan #5
(FellowshipKyle
In Service
Him)
Idleman:to
Not
a fan #6
New
FISH
classroom
PhilipIf Yancey:
Vanishing
#1 #2
John Ortberg’s
You Want
to Walk Grace
On Water
(Room
205 across
fromtokitchen)
John
Ortberg’s
If You Want
Walk On Water #3
John Ortberg’s10:00
If You am
Want to Walk On Water #4
John Ortberg’s If You Want to Walk On Water #5

John Ortberg’s If You Want to Walk On Water #2
John Ortberg’s If You Want to Walk On Water #3
John Ortberg’s If You Want to Walk On Water #4
John Ortberg’s If You Want to Walk On Water #5

Philip Bell
Bob Roddey
Lelion Elledge
Jukie Leary

Philip Bell
Bob Roddey
Lelion Elledge
Jukie
Leary
Purcell
Gardner
Sherrer

Purcell
Gardner
Sherrer

Not sure where you fit for Sundays@10?

Ask a friend or Elise and we can point you in the right direction.
Or maybe you need a place to decompress and be still among
friends. That’s okay too. Try out the church lobby, enjoy some
coffee and good fellowship – no strings attached.
Sabbath comes in all shapes and sizes.
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Parenting: Serve
Do you like for others to be thoughtful towards
you? To remember your birthday, help you with
the dishes, wash your clothes for you, buy you
your fave coffee/icecream, or do something else
for you to make your day brighter? It means a lot,
doesn’t it?

Jesus, himself, set the example for us. He healed people who were sick or
disabled. He spent time with the poor and made them feel valued. He talked
and ate dinner with people who were questionable in society making them
rethink their life choices. Jesus fed people, talked with strangers, walked with
friends, calmed storms, and so much more. And he touched so many lives
doing so. Do we want our children’s lives to be touched and for them to be
thoughtful of others?
Of course we do! So how can we teach them to serve?
Be an example. Let your kids catch you serving your spouse and saying thank
you when you are the recipient. Offer opportunities for your children to serve
alongside you helping a neighbor, at the Humane Society, or on a church
project. Make it a game by challenging yourselves to serve in a special way
once a week or once a month.
Teaching our kids to serve is a beautiful thing to do. It will last a lifetime!
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
					
- 1 John 3:18

Free Books for Children
ages 0-5
Get an application in the
front office
Share this information!
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Our Wednesday evening
children’s programming
Grades K3- 5th from 5:15 – 7:00
This month we’ll be learning about
the fruits of the Spirit:
11/2 – Children’s Sabbath rehearsal for 1st-5th
GP: Parable of the Mustard Seed
(Phyllis, Tubbs, Pinson, Jenks)
11/9 – Goodness: Good Samaritan man)
GP: Advent 2 (Tamara, LaForge, Lloyd, Kacy)
11/16 – Faithfulness (David & Jonathon
GP: Advent 3 (Dunlap, Eichelberger, Willard, Ortiz)
11/23 – Thanksgiving Break
11/30 - Gentleness (Jesus and sinful woman)
GP: Advent 4 (Tamara, Campbell, Wright, Clark)
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SHinE Choir
SHinE Choir is off to a great start! The mission of SHinE choir is to deepen children’s knowledge of and
love for the God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Music is the vehicle we use to accomplish this mission.
November Curriculum
Scripture for November- Philippians 4:13
Fun Song- I Can Do All Things, Faith, Hope, Love
Anthems- Il Est Ne, Go Tell It, Dance and Sing
Music Literacy- read whole notes and begin reading pentachord patterns from the staff
Hymn of the Month- Once in Royal David’s City
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
All November rehearsals are very important as we are preparing Christmas. We will not have rehearsal the
day before Thanksgiving, November 23, which makes the other November rehearsals even more crucial.
Thank you for making these rehearsals a priority!
On Wednesday, November 2, we will practice for the Children’s Sabbath Service. Please be aware that we
may need to keep the children until 7:15 rather than 7:00.
When Will SHinE Sing in Worship?
November 6- Children’s Sabbath- 11:00 worship, 10:00 rehearsal
December 4- 11:00 worship, 10:30 rehearsal
December 18- Christmas at First Pres- Evening service- Time to be announced
Christmas Eve- 5:30 service, 5:00 rehearsal
****Please let me know as soon as possible if your child is not available on these dates.
It will help tremendously to know who is able to participate. Thank you!
Please reach out if you have questions, amyqfennell@gmail.com.
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Here is a challenge for all you singles but dating,
married couples,
divorcees, and widows/widowers.
Marriage: Serve
What’s the purpose of marriage . . .
Romantic love? Procreating? A life of torture?

Some people joke about misery in marriage. But the joke’s on them because a married couple means
one flesh. Could the cold hard truth be that you are miserable with yourself? Could that be possible?
Quite honestly, we are all miserable with ourselves sometimes and with our marriage sometimes.
That’s okay in very small doses. But it’s not okay to stagnate in that state. What can we do?
Marriage was designed for two people to be helpmates. God didn’t want Adam to go it alone. He knew
Adam needed a companion to handle all the many things life would throw at him. Likewise, Eve needed the same from Adam. That means each partner needs to be willing to help/serve the other.
Friends, you can’t control how much your partner serves you, but you have lots of control over whether and how you serve your spouse. Be bold and take that first step, and then another, and then another. See how it affects you and your marriage. Don’t make your service conditional – just focus on your
part.
How can we serve? Prepare/purchase a favorite food. Do one of the household chores you don’t
normally do. Ask what errand you could run for your spouse that day? Does your spouse have a pet
peeve you could make sure is avoided around the house? Let them choose a show or activity for both
of you to watch or do together. (It’s almost Hallmark Christmas movie season!!!)
Share with your spouse a way in which they have served you that was meaningful to you. Thank them
when they do these things no matter how rare or often. Let them know you notice and it matters.
Pray and ask God to help you internalize this scripture together or on your own this month:

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.
									Galatians 5:13
			

See the challenge on the next page!
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November Helping Hearts Opportunities
We want to challenge couples of all ages to intentionally set aside
a time to help others during the month of November.
Serving together can benefit your relationships as well as set
a great example for family members and friends.

Choose one or more of these or come up with your own. We will be posting your selfies on
Facebook to inspire others, so be sure to take a pic and send it to dce@firstgreenwood.com.
Dog Park Gardening
Come weed and weed eat the brick area outside the fenced dog play areas.
Dear Directory
Look through your directory and note who you haven’t seen lately. Send them a note.
Drive-Through Delight & Dash
Go to a drive through date night and pay for the person behind you.
Canned Good Collection
Collect your favorite canned goods and deliver them to The Food Bank.
Pasta & Pathway
Help prepare a meal, serve, and fellowship with some of the folks at Pathway House.
Contact Elise or Christopher Collins asap.
Humane Society Snuggle Session
Ask the Humane Society about going by to get your snuggle on with the dogs and cats.
Or you can ask what items they currently need donated.
Two Birds with One Stone
Clean out your house of things you don’t need and take them to the Hospice Store
or your thrift store of choice. Then go in the store and pick out one item to buy together!
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Game Night Highlights
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Grandparents! We’re adding a monthly column for you to offer resources in your grandparenting journey. Please feel free to send us suggestions, ideas, and/or questions or
concerns.
Many of you know how much my Grandmama means to me. Each one of her grandchildren thought they were her favorite because she had this grace-filled ability to make us
the focus of her attention when we were with her. She was kind and loving, she could
cook like crazy and always had us help in some way, she told stories in a way that captured your attention. But best of all, she was completely present with me when we were
together. The example she set for me speaks volumes into my life. One moment in particular sticks out in which she apologized to me for saying something she felt she shouldn’t
have about someone else. She taught me so many good things including how to own up
to your perceived mistakes and say you were wrong.
God used Grandmama to help shape me for the better. He wants to use you, too.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to come.
- Psalm 71:18

SAVE THE DATE!
Life is a
Puzzle.
Are you missing a piece?
Are you the missing piece?

First Presbyterian Church
Women’s Retreat
January 27-29, 2023
at
William Black Lodge
Montreat, NC

Be sure to get your brochure (has the registration
form) from your PW Circle leader or from the front
office. ALL ladies are welcome. Invite a friend.
You do NOT have to be part of PW to participate.
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Advent in Advance

We’re collecting thoughts for our next advent devotional . . .
Do you have thoughts on any of the following that you would like to share:
* A fond Christmas memory
* a Christmas symbol or decoration and why
* a Christmas hymn, carol, or song and why
* a Christmas tradition or food and why
* a Christmas movie, tv episode, or book and why
* a Christmas image, artwork, or photo, and why
* a Favorite nativity scene and why
* a Favorite character/animal of the nativity story and why
* a Favorite gift you gave or received and why
* a Person who has specially impacted Christmas for you
* the Hardest Christmas and what gave you hope
* a Least favorite any of the above and what it teaches you
* International Christmas experiences
* Other remembrances or thoughts
Please think about it and let God work through your thoughts.
Email 2-4 paragraphs to dce@firstgreenwood.com by November 4th.
You may include scripture, a prayer, and/or an image or not.
Also, got any Advent or Christmas related artwork to share?
Welcome from all ages and all mediums. Imperfections preferred.
Take a picture of it and email to dce@firstgreenwood.com by November 4th.

ORDER OF THE PALMETTO
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Dr. Julius Linwood "Jukie" Leary was awarded the Order of the Palmetto
in a ceremony on Friday, October 7, 2022, at the Greenwood Arts Center. State
Senator Mike Gambrell, District 4, and the Greenwood Delegation presented the
award.
The Order of the Palmetto is considered the highest civilian honor in the
state of South Carolina. It was first awarded in 1971, and recognizes a person's
lifetime achievements and contributions to the state of South Carolina. Awarded
by the Governor, “In grateful recognition of your contributions and friendship to
the state of South Carolina and her people. I do hereby confer unto you the Order of the Palmetto with all the
rights and privileges appertaining thereto."
Recipients are chosen by a non-partisan advisory board that adheres to a stringent nomination process to recognize significant accomplishments to the state of South Carolina.
Jukie is a retired obstetrician and gynecologist. He served Greenwood for 37 years. He delivered between 4,000-5,000 babies while providing excellent care for his patients. He was a trustee for the SC Medical Association and President of the SC OB-GYN Society. Locally, he was Chief of Staff for Self Regional
Hospital and subsequently served on their Board of Trustees.
He served as Assistant Scoutmaster in Boy Scout troop 911 for 8 years. He mentored and guided
boys to serve God and country, teaching them outdoor skills and life lessons with his sense of humor and
understanding. He also served on the BSA on a state level.
His love for the land is evident in his service when appointed by the Governor of SC as a two-term
member of the SC Department of Natural Resources Board of trustees, helping to establish protection for the
Ace Basin and the Jocassee Gorge. He has chaired and served on the Hampton Wildlife Board of Directors.
Jukie has over 30 years of service with these two conservation organizations.
He also was Vice-Chair of the Heritage Trust board to protect special places in South Carolina.
Jukie is a Trustee at First Presbyterian Church, and is a Sunday School teacher for the Sojourners
class. He is also currently serving on the Fellowship of Christian Athletes board.
At the ceremony, Jukie gave the credit to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for opening doors and
giving courage to walk through them. “But there were earthly contributors as well” citing Cindy, his wife of 43
years and their three children: Jay, Caroline, and Jonathan. “This award is more of a reflection of all of you
who have helped me along the way than me. It’s more about the journey with all of you, than the award itself”.
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Hey friends! We are knee deep in Fall this month. With the leaves turning
and falling, I hope we can be encouraged to take a cue to drop some things
that are weighing us down this month and give them to the Lord. Our SNY
theme this month is called REAL and we will focus on the biblical principles
of friendship – what it is, why it matters, and what Jesus said about it. As
it so happens, this month will be all about celebrating friendships with one
another. In fact, we only have one SNY at the church this month! We will be
off-site every other Sunday at either the Lloyd House, Collins House, or my house. Let’s thank these families
for graciously offering their homes in this way! BTW, if you want to do this yourself, please let me know and
I’ll send you our sign-up form!
Our two big events this month that I want to bring to your attention are the Girl’s Sleepover Retreat we’re
having on Friday the 11th (and continuing to Saturday morning), and our third annual FALL Y’ALL pumpkin
smashing party on Sunday the 20th. These are both events that will be perfect to invite your friends to come
out to, as we will be drawing closer to the Lord and each other in the process.

DETAILS
1.
11/2 – EGGS Breakfast at Mall Chick-Fil-A, 7-7:30 AM! Open to all grades.
2.
11/6 – SNY will be at the Lloyd House from 6:30-8:00 PM. Contact me or Susie for their address.
3.
11/11 – Rev. G and mostly Brett are hosting a Girl’s Sleepover Retreat! Swing by at 6 PM for dinner
and fellowship, followed by late night “girl talk,” then breakfast the next morning and pick-up at 9 AM.
4.
11/13 – Youth Committee Meeting 5-6 PM followed by SNY!
5.
11/20 – Joint Officer Meeting at 5 PM. We will once again continue our great tradition of smashing
pumpkins in Rev G’s front yard for this year’s FALL Y’ALL party. Bring a friend and a pumpkin. 6:30-8 PM!
6.
11/23 – Happy Thanksgiving! You will have permission to cue Christmas music this day.
7.
11/27 – SNY will be at the Collins House from 6:30-8:00 PM. Contact me or Elise for their address.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…
Edwin Burnett (2nd)
Michael Gardner (3rd)
Isabelle Jenks (18th)
Bess Wieters (21st)
Davis Sherrer (24th)
Macy Clem (28th)

HELP THE YOUTH!

We’re raising funds for the Summer!

In 2023, our youth group is leading the way for our church
mission trip to Puerto Rico (June 24th-July 1st) as well as
attending the Montreat Youth Conference (July 9th-15th).
Both of these trips are big undertakings and will require
significant support both spiritually and financially if
we want our youth to be successful.

Stop by the Youth Zone in the Lobby or contact
gordon@firstgreenwood.com for details on
how to take advantage of the following:
Envelope Challenge -- $1 to $100
Church T-Shirt Sales (Youth Small to 2XL)
Silent Auction Fancy Dinner (Feb. 5th)
Family Portraits with Brett
After Church Luncheon
Take-and-Bake Cookie Kits
Chicken Salad Chick
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS
Polls show that for many Americans, THANKSGIVING is their very favorite holiday. It is certainly at the top of my list. What could be better than gathering
family together for cherished quality time over a long autumn weekend with lots
of delicious food served from favorite family recipes passed down through the
generations? And, let’s mention, no pressure from retail or commercials to rush around buying up turkey
ornaments or gifts of pumpkins to wrap up to put under a tree. Of course, the very best part of it all is
contained within the words – “Thanks” and “Giving.”
To me, THANKS + GIVING = SERVICE
One way we can truly give thanks to God during this season and any season is through serving God by
serving others. Mathew 25:40 says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” We can give thanksgiving to God by serving God and to serve God
all we need to do is to serve others.
Our 2022-2023 Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team is pictured below. These church members are
leaders who are passionate about serving God by serving others through the many ministries sponsored by
the PW organization within our church. Thanks to the leadership of these women, many in need will be
served.

1st row- Becky Bryson, Linda Stevens, Bobby Kirkland, Alice Jo Dickey, Jill Koczwara
2nd row- Carolyn Taylor, Glenda Davis, Betsy Collins, Hunter Bell, Cindy Leary
3rd row- Jean Mabe, Sandy McCord, Betty Williams, Ann Hare, Rebecca Wise, Meg Stevens
4th row- Barbara Holman, Nickie Murphy, Anna Welborn, Martha Ann Davis, Patti Gagstetter,
Sharon Smoke, Libby Bell. Not pictured- Elise Collins, Ellen Jenks, Sally Anderson, Jessica Willard

Church Family, Mark Your Calendar!!
Upcoming ministries sponsored by
Presbyterian Women Team
Call for donations for the elderly Presbyterian Communities, Clinton. * Due by November 30*
		
See “Missions” on page 19 for details.
Day of Prayer for the World- November 4, Worship/Prayer Service, Wesley Commons, all invited
Sunday, November 27, in the lobby – handmade items for sale offered from our missionaries to
		
Pakistan. Proceeds go to Pakistan flood relief.
Church-wide Family Advent Covered Dish Supper-Sunday, December 18, 5:00 pm, in Alexander
		
Hall. (Be sure to stay for Christmas @ First Pres at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary)
Our Circles and team continue their mission projects
Together in Service and Thanksgiving,
Anna Welborn
Moderator, Presbyterian Women

Circle 1 will not meet this month.
Contact Jean Mabe 223-6413.
Circle 3 will meet Monday, November 14th, at 10:30 am, in Alexander Hall.
Contact Barbara Holman 942-2492 or Alice Jo Dickey 993-5503
Circle 4 will meet Monday, November 7th, at 11:00 am, at The Pathway House.
Contact Carolyn Taylor 614-361-6814 or Bobby Kirkland 304-395-8002
		
Circle 5 will meet Tuesday, November 1st, at 12:30 pm, in Alexander Hall
and includes lunch & childcare.
Contact Meg Stevens 993-7536
Circle 6 will meet Monday, November 7th, at 7:00 pm in the Barksdale Room (122).
Contact Jessica Willard (jesswillard81@gmail.com, 993-5980) or
Nickie Murphy (famurphy01@aol.com, 205-317-5347)
Circle 7 will Tuesday, November 1st, at 10:30 am, at the home of Martha Dunlap.
Contact Jill Koczwara 570-344-3192 or Becky Bryson 223-2998.
Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday,November 1st, at 11:30 am, in the Barksdale Room (122).
Contact Betty Williams 993-0466.
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH
MONTHLY MISSION SPOTLIGHT

Shoebox Time!

Pack a shoebox or place your
order online and let us know so
we’ll know how many FPC
is sending.
To build your shoebox online go to:
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child
/buildonline/
Our Kick-off for this project is November 6th.
(If you prefer to go ahead and do your shoebox,
feel free to stop by the office and pick up a form or do it online.)
Shoeboxes will be blessed during worship November 13th.

The Ukraine will benefit from many of this year’s shoeboxes.

Presbyterian Women will be accepting donations for The Presbyterian Community in Clinton.
The residents and staff are extremely grateful for your gifts. The staff takes your gifts and
puts them into gift bags for the residents. The kind of gifts needed include: postage stamps,
post-it notes, large print word search puzzle books, large print paperback books, pens,
small umbrellas, shower caps, hair brushes, combs, nail polish, nail clippers, soap, flashlights
with batteries, note cards and especially birthday cards, Kleenex, toothbrush, toothpaste,
socks, hose (ankle length, knee high, or thigh high), medium sized mouthwash, soap, and
lotion; shaving cream, and deodorant. You are asked to have your gifts at the church on
or before noon on November 30th. Please leave your donation UNWRAPPED. There is a
box in the front lobby for you to drop off your gifts.

MISSIONS/OUTREACH cont.
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SALVATION ARMY RED KETTLES

Salvation Army Red Kettles and bell ringers are among the most commonly identified symbols of Christmas. Our Missions/Outreach Team encourages First Presbyterian families to participate. Call the front office to sign up for a convenient
time. We do not have a day yet that we will be ringing but be on the lookout for
an announcement and sign up sheet.
100% of Red Kettle donations are used to provide year-round programs within our
Greenwood community. Volunteer bell ringers save the expense of hiring ringers.

ANGEL TREE

Christmas will be brighter for many children in our community if you choose to participate
with the local Salvation Army. All children are from our local community. Our tree will be
available to you on Sunday, November 20. Gifts will be received at the church until Sunday,
December 11. PLEASE DO NOT WRAP YOUR GIFTS AND RETURN THE ANGEL TAG WITH
THE GIFT. Please be assured all angels are from the Greenwood area. Please know that our
Missions/Outreach Committee provides a Bible for each child.

Holiday Shopping
Ladies, we hope you will visit the church lobby
November 28, the Sunday after Thanksgiving,
to begin your holiday shopping. We will have
handmade purses and totes and lovely shawls/
scarfs from Pakistan that Samar Din left with
us.
There has been severe flooding in Pakistan.
Samar recently wrote, “There is a huge need as
thousands of families wait for food, medicine
and other necessities. Families have been
forced to live under the open sky. There is no
place to go for them. They have lost their lively hood and so have no resources or access to food.”
All proceeds will be given to 10/40 Connections to be used for Pakistan flood relief.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
NOVEMBER 2

Harvest Service
at 6:00 pm in Alexander Hall
Join us as we celebrate God's beautiful seasonal
produce and his constant provision for His people.
Please bring canned goods to donate.

NOVEMBER 6
Join us as we celebate all our "littles"
during this special service at 11:00.
Recognition of Communicants
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Kick-off

NOVEMBER 13
We will recognize our veterans.
We ask that our veterans please wear your uniform.
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication

NOVEMBER 20
Stewardship Sunday
We will present our gifts to the Lord.
There are so many ways to give to your church.
Check out the Time & Talents sheet on the next page.
Christ the King Sunday
Thornwell Children's Home offering

NOVEMBER 21
Community Thanksgiving Service
7:00 pm at First Baptist Church

NOVEMBER 28
First Sunday of Advent
Communion during early service
Hanging of the Greens (11:00)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TIME & TALENTS

Date: ______________

Name_____________________________________
Contact Information__________________________
WORSHIP

OFFICE/BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

___ 9:00 Ushering
___ 11:00 Ushering
___ Chancel Committee/Communion Set-up
___ Chancel Choir
___ Handbell Choir
___ Instrumentalist
___ Children’s Sermon Presenter (11:00)
___ Flower Committee
___ Audio/Visual
___ Acolyte/Crucifer
___ Acolyte/Crucifer Coordinator

___ Front Desk Volunteer
___ Data Entry/Records Back-up
___ Minor Building Repairs
(Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing)

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH
___ Sunday School Teacher
(Indicate age preferred)
___ Middle School Adult Volunteer
___ High School Adult Volunteer
___ Work with Youth on Work/Mission
Project
___ Coach Youth Basketball
___ Secret Angel College Student Program
___ Adult Volunteer to lead Children’s Bible Lesson
___ VBS Volunteer
___ Wednesday Night Table Parent
___ Nursery Volunteer
___ Organizing/Decorating Periodically
___ Adult Sunday School Teacher
___ Assistance for Church Library
___ Assistance for Historical Room
___ Craft Coordinator for SS and/or SHinE
___ Small Group Leader/Coordinator
___ Volunteer Coordinator
___ Noah’s Ark Special Events Volunteer

FELLOWSHIP/BIBLE STUDIES
___ Wednesday Night Adult Programming
___ Presbyterian Women—Circles
___ Men of the Church
___ Drive Church Bus
(Adult, Youth Children, Outings)
___ Various Bible studies
___ aGAPe (for over 55) Leadership
___ Kitchen Helper
OUTREACH
___ Soup Kitchen Volunteer
___ Linus Project Volunteer
___ Adult Mission Trips
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
___ Visiting Sick or Shut-in members
___ Stephen Ministry
___ Serve Home Communion
OTHER
___ Crafts
___ Gardening
Other_________________________
______________________________
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News from Noah’s Ark

Things have been super busy around Noah’s Ark! The children have been learning about
apples, farm life, and various nursery rhymes. They have also completed wonderful crafts that
are on display in our hallways. Come check them out! As a school, we have been preparing
for our upcoming Fall program. Our Music teacher, Ms. Caroline, has six songs for the children
to sing. We are excited for our parents to come see our precious children sing. Our team is
also working on artwork to be included in our Fall fundraiser with Original Works. Parents will
get the opportunity to purchase various items with their child’s artwork printed on them- coffee
cups, trivets, magnetics, key chains etc. These make wonderful Christmas gifts!

Chapel lessons have covered the story of
Noah’s Ark and the Ten Commandments.
Children are learning to apply “God’s Rules”
to their lives. Teachers are also covering the
Ten Commandments in their classrooms.
Our Fruit of the Sprit is KINDNESS this month.
How KIND are our three- and four-year-olds
for collecting and donating 12 cans to the
local food bank?!

The Northwest Volunteer Fire Department
came to cool us off with their fire truck.
The twos, threes, and fours enjoyed a fun
water day and learned about fire safety.
The older groups will take a field trip to the
fire station later this month to learn more
about fire safety, to meet the fire fighters and
get the chance to explore their fire station!
What a great learning experience!
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(Continued from cover...)

5.
Reach out to people you know are struggling. Suggest they connect with a Stephen Minister
in our church.
6.
Don’t buy the hype of the 24-hour news services. Emergencies, conspiracies, crime, and
corruption grab the attention of people. Therefore, our airwaves are full of it. Focus instead on the
positive in the world and how you can play a role to bring the positive hope of Christ into it.
7.
Finally, we need to change the image of Christianity and Christ. I believe our modern society
misunderstands who Jesus Christ is and what he offers. From the outside in, many people regard
Christians as an elite, exclusive, judgmental religion. This image is completely opposite from who
Jesus Christ was. He loved the lowest. He provided hope, compassion, leadership, and wholeness
to all that turned to him. We need to get that message out.
I pray our people can enliven this community once again to follow Christ and instead of asking if
there is one left, we can celebrate the multitudes who find God’s glory.
									

Yours in Christ,

									Pastor Kyle

Printed on the cover of our bulletin September 3, 2000

The Life of a good religious person should shine in all virtue and be inwardly as it appears outwardly. And it should be the much more inward, for Almighty God beholds the heart
and we should always honor and reverence Him as if we were always in his bodily presence, and
appear before Him as angels, clean and pure, shining with all virtue.
We ought every day to renew our purpose in God, and to stir our hearts to fervor and
devotion, as though it were the first day of our conversion. And we ought daily to pray and say:
Help me, my Lord Jesus, that I may persevere in good purpose and in your holy service unto my
death, and that I may now today perfectly begin, for I have done nothing in time past.
				~ The Imitation of Christ by Thomas à Kempis
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STEPHEN MOMENT...
November 2022
“Let’s not get tired of doing good, because in time we’ll have a harvest if we don’t give up. So then,
let’s work for the good of all whenever we have the opportunity, and especially for those in the
household of faith.” Galatians 6:9-10

This week, I experienced a person truly doing good. It was in a line at a restaurant. The man
ahead of me told the clerk he was paying for the next three customers. I was one of them. In a few
minutes, one of the ladies walked back up to the generous man and handed him twenty dollars.
She told him to put it in his church’s collection plate. He was a young man with a wife and young
children. Lots of warm thoughts were around all of us.
There are many, many ways to practice our Christianity:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

One person may send an email to invite someone to come to church and/or special event.
Another may send a beautiful card to one who has lost a friend.
Our church secretary may send encouraging scriptures on postcards.
Smiles send positive messages at most any moment.
Participating or helping with church activities can lend support to others.

In Stephen Ministry, our care givers learn to listen attentively, pray, share scripture, and offer
Care Notes that are displayed in the church halls. These notes cover many needed topics and are
free.
Have a good November! Remember to never get tired of doing good!
Sandra Cobb
Stephen Minister

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
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Church History for the Month: The Fighting Lady’s Chaplain
by Andrew Goforth
In 1954, President and former general of the European theater during World War II, Dwight D. Eisenhower, signed a bill into law that officially designated November 11th as Veterans Day. November 11th was
previously known as Armistice Day and celebrated the end of World War I. In our 139 years of history as a
church, there are a countless number of members of our church that have served our nation as veterans.
In May of 1951, The Rev. James A. Overholser resigned as pastor of our church to travel and study in
Europe. By September, First Presbyterian called the pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Lumberton, North
Carolina, The Rev. Dr. Robert L. Alexander, to serve as pastor of our church.¹ Dr. Alexander also served as
a chaplain aboard the USS Yorktown during his time as pastor in Lumberton. Dr. Alexander’s time as a Navy
chaplain began following the bombing of Pearl Harbor on the morning of December 7, 1941, thrusting the
United States into World War II.² When several of the young men in the church began to enlist, Dr. Alexander felt called to also enlist, seeking to find ways to help these young men fighting for our nation by serving
as a chaplain. Dr. Alexander was paired to the USS Yorktown (CV-10) aircraft carrier and would remain with
the ship for the duration of the War. Renamed after the USS Yorktown (CV-5) that suffered severe damage
from Japanese bombs and aerial torpedoes during the Battle of Midway on June 4, 1942, and eventually lost
at sea on June 7, 1942, Dr. Alexander gave the opening prayer for the new USS Yorktown’s dedication on
April 15, 1943.³ After launching in Virginia, the USS Yorktown encountered a German U-Boat off the coast
of the Isla De Mona, a small island in between Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic while en route to the
Panama Canal to engage in the Pacific Theater. Captain Jocko Clark skillfully maneuvered the bulky aircraft
carrier to dodge any potential torpedoes while sending for Dr. Alexander to “pray for the safety of the ship.”⁴
Fortunately, the USS Yorktown safely arrived in the Pacific Ocean on July 10. As the protestant chaplain of
the ship, Dr. Alexander was responsible for conducting protestant church services in the aircraft carrier’s
hangar.⁵ Dr. Alexander also conducted the 1943 Christmas Eve service. Another example of Dr. Alexander’s
duties as chaplain came during the Battle of the Philippine Sea in July of 1944. M. M. “Mad Dog” Tomme
was killed on the Yorktown’s deck moments after successfully landing his fighter.6 Another pilot, attempting
to land as fast as possible, accidentally landed his plane directly on top of Tomme, killing him in the ensuing
wreck. Dr. Alexander officiated the very somber funeral, a burial at sea. He began the service with the words
“Eternal Father, strong to save,” the first words of the beloved Navy hymn.
We are deeply indebted to the many men and women that have fought for the freedom our country
enjoys. This freedom, such as our right to attend the church of our own choosing or to worship our God without fear of governmental intervention, must not be taken for granted. During this month of November, let us
look for opportunities to show gratitude to our veterans, as remembered through our beloved Dr. Alexander,
and honorably live out our God-given freedom.
Have a good day and keep your spirits high!

Centennial History of First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood, South Carolina, 1883-1983
² SC-ETV “Extraordinary People” documentary on Robert Alexander
³ “NavSource Online: Aircraft Carrier Photo Archive.” Aircraft Carrier Photo Index: USS YORKTOWN (CV-5);
“NavSource Online: Aircraft Carrier Photo Archive.” Aircraft Carrier Photo Index: USS YORKTOWN (CV-10); Reynolds, Clark G. “The Fighting Lady.” 1986. Pg. 8
⁴ Reynolds, Clark G. “The Fighting Lady.” 1986. Pg. 23
⁵ Reynolds, Clark G. “The Fighting Lady.” 1986. Pg. 34
⁶ Reynolds, Clark G. “The Fighting Lady.” 1986. Pg. 165; 168
1
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GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION
STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES
The Rev. Dr. Kyle Hite
Senior Pastor
kyle@firstgreenwood.com
Lea Jones
Office Administrator
office@firstgreenwood.com
Nan Smith
Financial Administrator
finance@firstgreenwood.com
Elise Collins
Director of Christian Education
dce@firstgreenwood.com
The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie
Parish Associate
nbc@erskine.edu
Steve Skinner
Director of Music Ministries
steve@firstgreenwood.com
The Rev. Gordon Tubbs
Director of Youth Ministries/Assoc. Pastor
gordon@firstgreenwood.com
Lauren Trantham
Director of Noah’s Ark
noahsark@firstgreenwood.com
CHURCH INFORMATION
First Presbyterian Church
Mailing address: P. O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC 29648
Physical Address: 108 East Cambridge Ave.
Greenwood, SC 29646
864-229-5814
www.firstgreenwood.com

FUNERAL/MEMORIAL
SERVICE PLANNING
Have you given any thought to
pre-planning your funeral/memorial
service and in doing so, giving yourself
and your family peace of mind?
We can help you with that.
Pastor Kyle has developed a worksheet
that will help you and your loved ones
to be a little more prepared for when
the time comes.
What scripture would you like read
at your service? What hymns would
you like to be sung?
There are several other questions that
you may not think about that we will
need to know. This will not only help you
and your family but it will aid us as well.
If you would like a copy of the Funeral/
Memorial Worksheet, please pick up a
copy located in the magazine rack to the
right of the desk in the front lobby, contact
the front office at 229-5814, or
office@firstgreenwood.com.
We do ask that once you have
completed this form, to please return
a copy to us for our records.
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GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION cont.
FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE
ONLINE GIVING

Recurring drafts can be set up through our church
website, www.firstgreenwood.com. Look for the
Member Login link at the top of the page or the Giving button on the lower right. Call the church office
and speak with Nan Smith if you have any questions.
You may contact her at 864-229-5814 or finance@
firstgreenwood.com.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
YOUR INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO
OR BANK

DO YOU LIVE ALONE?
Do you live alone? If so, would you share
contact information for your next of kin or
your neighbor? Many times, we have found
that if someone lives alone that we may not
have any information on how to check on
you if you do not answer phone calls, texts,
or emails.
You can share this information with the
church staff by emailing one of us, calling
the church office, or just leaving us a note.

If you plan to give contributions from your investment portfolio or from your bank directly to
the church, please let Nan Smith in the financial
office know. Nan can be reached at 864-229-5814
or finance@firstgreenwood.com. It is not unusual for
these donations to come with no information regarding the identity of the donor.

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES

Offering envelopes will be available in the hallway
between the two lobbies the first week of November.
If you do not see yours or would like to start using
offering envelopes, please contact Nan Smith in the
financial office. These offering envelopes are mailable. There is no need to put them in another envelope to mail them, just put a stamp on them. If you
give online or once a year, and would like to discontinue receiving the envelopes, please return them to
Nan with a note letting her know.
Note that your envelope number may have
changed. If you use offering envelopes, be sure to
use the ones for the current year. As more people
start giving electronically, we are ordering fewer offering envelopes, and your envelope number may
have changed.

ARE YOU FRAZZLED?

Have you or someone you know been sick
or hospitalized?
Are you or someone you know homebound?
Are you or someone you know completely
frazzled?
Please let the church office know so that we can
visit with you, offer home communion, pray for
with you, or set you up with a Stephen Minister.
We are here for you.
Feel free to contact the front office
or one of our ministers.
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GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION cont.
Not able to attend Sunday mornings?

You can look at the bulletin and listen to the sermon online.
Just go to www.firstgreenwood.com.
Another option is to call the church office and request to be
added to the list to receive a CD and/or bulletin in the mail each week.

Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor update each week by email?
If not, call the church office (229-5814) or send us an email
to office@firstgreenwood.com and we will gladly add you to the list.
This email also includes the link for Sunday mornings' 11:00 service.

Check us out on Facebook!

Search for and friend us at First Presbyterian Church Greenwood, SC.
We have a page and a group so be sure to join both!

SESSION UPDATE
Below are some of the highlights from the October Stated meeting of the Session:
1.) Heard faith statements from incoming officers (listed below)
2.) Approved change of membership for Molly McAlhany Pile to Westminster Presbyterian
Church, Greenville
3.) Approved Elevator Captial Campaign
4.) Approved Noah's Ark Sunday with loose offering going to Noah's Ark. Date TBD.
Elders:
T Carter
Emma Collins
Becky Gardner
Robert Gooding
Brad Griggs
Cindy Leary
Tamara McLeod
Fred Murphy
Robbie Sanders
Louise Sligh

Deacons:
Elizabeth Eichelberger
Lelion Elledge
Mykal Hite
Jay LaForge
Kellar Lightsey
Cathy Mays
Nickie Murphy
JoEtta Shick
Lynda Thurman
Oscar Watkins

Wednesday Night
Fellowship
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Cost is $5 for children, $8 for youth and adults.
Guests eat free on their first visit.
You need to make a reservation
before each Monday at noon for that Wednesday.
You can do this by calling/emailing the church office,
using the sign-up sheet in the lobby, or filling out a yellow card in the pew rack
and putting it in with your offering each Sunday.
You can also be added to the permanent list.
As always meals will include chicken nuggets as a “meat choice,"
fruit, salad bar, dessert & tea.
November 2nd: Hamburger steak, baked potatoes, green beans
November 9th: Pork loin, sweet potatoes, broccoli casserole
November 16th: Shrimp & grits, glazed carrots
November 30th: Beef stew over rice, pear salad
Join us for dinner at 5:30 (RSVP by Monday at noon) and for programming for all ages
from 6:00 – 7:00. Nursery available for infant – K3 for those participating in programs
or volunteering. Make sure your Realm registration is complete!

What’s available at 6:00?
SHinE (Seeking Him in Everything)
Children 1st-5th – Bible, music, dinner,
recreation, Godly Play (K3-K5)
Children may arrive at the playground
after 5:15
Youth
Grades 6 – 12
Join the youth for games, Bible Study
and fellowship
Women’s Small Group (room 206)
Join your peers for some breathing room
and fellowship.
Men’s Small Group (room 205)
Join the guys for various Bible Studies

Alexander Hall Gathering

11/2 – Harvest Worship – Let’s celebrate the
fruits of the land and bring a canned good to
share with others during this season
11/9 – Photography as Spiritual Embodiment:
Finding God in God’s Creation with Dr. Cliff
Cain
11/16 – A Historical Perspective with Andrew
Goforth
11/23 – Thanksgiving Break
11/30 - Talking Dirty: The Truth About
Biblical Archaeology with Dr. Cliff Cain

Mark your calendars for a carol sing service
in AH 12/14
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.
Keep watch in the bulletin, next month’s Spire, and the Pastor’s Update for more current information.
Wednesday, November 2

Harvest Service (6:00 pm, Alexander Hall)

Saturday, November 5

Change clocks

Sunday, November 6
				
				
				
				

Communion at both services
Children's Sabbath Sunday with children delivering the sermon
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Kick-Off (11:00)
Children's Communion Recognition (11:00)
Festiva (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Friday-Saturday		
November 11-12

Youth Girls Retreat

Sunday, November 13
				

Recognition of Veterans
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication (11:00)

Tuesday, November 15

Trinity Presbytery Meeting (Virtual)

Sunday, November 20
				
				
				

Stewardship Sunday
Christ the King Sunday
Thornwell Children's Home speical offering accepted
Joint Officer Meeting (5:00 pm, Alexander Hall)

Monday, November 21

Community Thanksgiving Service (7:00 pm, First Baptist Church)

Wednesday, November 23 Church offices closed at noon
Thursday-Friday,		
November 24-25		

Church offices closed
Happy Thanksgiving!

Sunday, November 27
				
				

First Sunday of Advent
Communion at early service
Hanging of the Greens (11:00)

Monday, November 28

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team (10:00 am, Henry Reynolds Room)

Wednesday, November 30 Advent Festival (6:00 pm, Alexander Hall)
Sunday, December 4		
				

Second Sunday of Advent
Communion at both services

Sunday, December 11
				

Third Sunday of Advent
Communion at early service

notes
How to
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Flourish

Flourishing generally has to do with your involvement in relational and/or artistic activities. The feelings of
belonging and accomplishment are often experienced in teamwork—sports, academics, committees, etc.
In our culture, there are many “teams” from which to choose.
How do most folks choose? For many, it is the invitation from a friend. For some, they ask the question
“Where can I do the greatest good?” or “What brings me the greatest joy?” A VERY GOOD question to ask
is “What will cause the most flourishing in my family?”
Given the number of choices available, it can be daunting to choose. Fortunately, we have literally centuries of data that can guide us. We ought to consider
•
use and development of skills*
•
physical and mental exercise
•
contribution to community
•
spiritual growth
The most valuable activities would be those that can cover the most of the above bullet points--and you
can see this coming a mile away: Music ensembles AT CHURCH cover all four (and many others, as well).
When you participate, you flourish. The community flourishes. The ensembles flourish. The others in the
ensemble flourish! It’s not about the draining effort to keep an organization afloat, but about the life giving,
energizing infusion of deep joy that comes to you!
So here are some options:
Chancel Choir – singing to lead worship every Sunday
		
Wednesdays at 7 (choir room #124)
Chancel Bells – ringing to lead worship and special events
		
Sundays at 4:30 (bell room #125)
Youth Choir – singing to engage mind, soul, and body in “the group”
		
Sundays at 5:45 (choir room #124)
Children’s Choirs (SHinE) – learning the language of worship.
		
Wednesdays at 6 (room B107)
Children’s Chimes (instruments are nearly indestructible!!)
		
Wednesdays at 5:15 (bell room #125)
*skills can be learned by anyone, talent or no.

Coming: Christmas at First Pres

Our love for traditional carols will be experienced as we sing, learn, and
EXPERIENCE the wonder of the Christmas season, with the assistance of our choirs.
Before: Advent Covered dish Dinner in Alexander Hall at 5:00
After: A fabulous dessert of scones and Devonshire Cream!
Sunday, December 18
6 p.m.
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Palmetto Girls Sing Season 8!

Girls in grades 4-12 are invited to audition for Palmetto Girls Sing. Palmetto Girls Sing is a girls’ choir that
serves girls in grades 4-12 in Greenwood, SC and its
surrounding areas. Palmetto Girls Sing seeks to enrich the lives of girls through diverse and high quality
choral music. An emphasis is placed on the joy of
singing and its importance in our world. Palmetto
Girls Sing offers girls opportunities for personal, social, spiritual, and artistic growth as the girls
learn vocal technique, vocal health, music reading, and performance skills. Palmetto Girls
Sing presents its music, both sacred and secular, to the glory of God. As an outreach of First
Presbyterian Church, Palmetto Girls Sing is a non-profit organization.
Fall Social
Cindy and Jukie Leary hosted a Fall social for PGS on Friday, October 21. We had a wonderful time! The girls enjoyed a hay ride, a donut relay race, line dancing, cute farm animals, barbecue, and a bonfire. Thank you, Cindy and Jukie!
When will you hear PGS Sing?
Project Warmth- Main Street United Methodist Church- Sunday, November 13
First Baptist Church- Palmetto Girls Sing will participate in the Community Thanksgiving Service on Monday, November 21. Please join us!
Hospice Festival of Trees- 11:00 am, December 3- First Baptist Church- We will sing for this
special fundraiser for Hospice of the Piedmont. Admission is $5.
Frozen, Jr. at Greenwood Community Theater- Friday, December 9- We will present “preshow” music before the production begins.
Winter Concert- Monday, December 12 at 6:00 PM- First Presbyterian Church- We would
love to see you there!
PGS Sponsors
PGS will participate in a music festival called “Songs and Sand” in Myrtle Beach on June 2-4.
In the past, many church members have sponsored PGS by making donations to our trip.
We have 26 girls registered for the trip, and we are hoping to raise $100 for each. Thank you
for any support you can lend.

***********************************************************************************************

Would you like to donate to Palmetto Girls Sing? Any amount is so helpful! You may donate
to a scholarship for a particular girl, or make a donation to benefit all of the girls.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Gift Amount __________ Date_________
I would like my gift to help provide a scholarship. _____________

2022-2023
SEASON
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Sunday,
August 21
4:00 pm

Cody Beard, Trumpet
Handel’s “Let the Bright Seraphim” on Baroque trumpet; Rhapsody in Blue; American folk hymns;
and a New Orleans style “Amazing Grace”. Greenwood’s own Cody Beard will thrill you with trumpet
music that spans centuries and continents.

Sunday,
October 16
4:00 pm

Three on a String
Three on a String brings bluegrass, country, and folk music, as well as a lot of fun to the stage! Jerry
Ryan, Bobby Horton, and Brad Ryan bring stunning talent to their audiences; you won’t want to miss
this great combination of music and humor.

Sunday,
November 6
REVISED
DATE
4:00 pm

McLeod Pipers
Brothers McLeod, David and Michael, began performing in 2014. Both have been members of bands
including Palmetto Pipes and Drums of Columbia, SC, Upstate United of Clemson, SC, and The
Atlanta Pipe Band. They perform at various events. Most notably, they have performed at the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games since 2015. They are church members here at FPC.

Sunday,
January 29
4:00 pm

Lander Department of Music
Lander University Department of Music presents performances by its finest students in this Honors
Recital. We are proud to support emerging vocalists and instrumentalists from various academic
fields. These exceptional artists will enchant you with their energy and skill.

Sunday,
February 26
4:00 pm

Keyboard Extravaganza
Tim Walters and Pyerce L. Oates bring us dazzling performances on the organ and piano that span
the Gospel, Jazz, and Classical genres. Come experience the spirited exuberance of these versatile
artists!

Sunday,
March 19
4:00 pm

Americana
Now in their 25th season, The Greenwood Festival Chorale sings selections from a rich heritage of
American composers. Under the direction of Mr. Steven Skinner, the chorale presents diverse concerts to the community throughout the year.

Sunday,
April 23
4:00 pm

Organist Josiah Armes
Josiah Armes is passionate about communicating his enthusiasm for the organ to others. Josiah enjoys sharing interesting and humorous anecdotes about the composers and pieces featured on his
programs. Bach is at the top of Josiah's musical pyramid, but his interests run the gamut of the organ
repertoire, with a particular interest in lesser-known gems and a love of new discoveries.
MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2022-2023 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES

FRIEND: $50-$99 $______; SPONSOR: $100-$599 $______; PATRON: $500-$999 $_______; ANGEL: $1,000 + $_______
Name:___________________________________________
Mailing Address:___________________________________
City:__________________________ State:_____________
ZIP:___________ Telephone:________________________
Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office. Your check payable to
FPC is tax deductible.
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