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 A Message From Our Pastor...

 Worship is the heart and foundation of our life together at First Presbyterian 
Church. Before we do anything else in our life, we “Glorify God and enjoy Him forev-
er” (Westminster Confession). We gather every Sunday for worship to reconnect. We 
reconnect with God, our church family, and ourselves. The busyness of our week can 
often leave us discombobulated. That is why we need to reconnect every week. Over 
the summer, we met for one service with great success. This fall, we want to grow upon 
that success by offering ways to enhance the worship experience. 
• Starting in August, we return to two services (9:00 am and 11:00 am). This will 
provide flexibility in accommodating people’s schedules. The early service provides ad-
ditional space for people who want to transition back to worship in person but also want 
to social distance. 
• For people who want to continue to worship online, we are adding microphones in 
the sanctuary to hear the responsive readings, singing of the congregation, and feel like 
you are surrounded by your people. 
• For people who have difficulty hearing, we have purchased new hearing devices 
that connect to your smartphone. 
• For people who want to explore contemporary music, we will begin an additional 
worship service incorporating guitar. Keep an eye out for more details to come. 

 Come into the house of the Lord. Fill your heart with the joy of the Lord by joining 
us in worship. 

         Yours in Christ,

         Pastor Kyle



RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Laurie Gale--SRH
Erwin Abell-- SRH
Amanda Biek (Kirby & Becky Hearn's daugh-
ter)--Chapel Hill hospital
Jane Anderson -- Wesley Commons Rehab.

Congratulations to John & Jenni 
Shingler on the birth of their grand-
son, James Haskell Shingler, born 
July 13, 2022. Parents are Ivey & 
Ashla Shingler; and, to Carol Um-
phress on the birth of her grand-

daughter, Alessandra Carolina Umphress born July 
21, 2022.  Parents are PT & Cynthia Umphress of El-
mhurst Queeens, NY.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are extended  
to Betty Kinback and her family on the passing of her 
hsuband, Jack Kinback, on July 19, 2022. We share 
with them the joy of the promise of resurrection and 
eternal life.

Other Items of Interest
WE RETURN TO TWO SERVICES 
THIS MONTH BEGINNING SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 7TH.
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both 
services on August 7, 2022.

Deadline for the September issue of The Spire 
is Monday, August 15, 2022.

Sunday, 
August 21st, 

4:00 pm

Cody Beard, 
Trumpet

UPDATING DIRECTORY
We are in the process of updating our last 

directory.  Have you moved (or will be in the 
near future), changed your phone number 

or email address?  Please let us know so that 
we can include your new information.  Contact 

Lea in the front office at 229-5814 or
office@firstgreenwood.com.

The Din Family's new address :
House # 331, street # 19,  Taqbeer block, 
sector B.
Bahria Town. Lahore. Pakistan

I am humbled and grateful for the cards, texts, 
phone calls, meals, prayers, and especially the vis-
its after my surgery.  I am anticipating being “back 
at work” for WNF in the fall! Your heartfelt bless-
ings have been amazing! 

     Phyllis Lott



TEAM MEETINGS
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Mon-
day, August 8th, at 5:15 pm, in the Conference Room 
(Room 206).

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
August 14th, 6:00 pm, in the Barksdale Room (Room 
122).

The Committed Prayers group will meet Monday, 
August 29th, at 5:30 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Congregational Care Team will meet Monday, 
August 8th, at 10:00 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room 
(Room 110).

The Diaconate will meet Sunday, August 21st, at 
5:30 in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, Au-
gust 14th, at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room 
(Room 110).

The Session will meet Sunday, August 28th, at 5:30 
pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).

The Visitation Team will meet Thursday, August 
11th, at 11:00 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room 
(Room 110).

The Worship Team will meet Tuesday, August 16th, 
at 5:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).

Please note that the place, time, and date of these 
meetings are subject to change.

SESSION UPDATE
Below are some of the highlights from the July Stated 
meeting of the Session:
•  Approved membership transfer of Scottie Jeffreys 
to Rock Presbyterian
•  Amy Fennell will head the children’s music program 
this year
•  Appoint a planning team to consider adding a third 
service
•  Moving 14 persons to inactive status
•  Accepted revised Bylaws of Noah’s Ark Preschool
•  Accepted Peggy Hammett’s resignation from the 
Endowment
•  List of the class of new officers accepted for infor-
mation
•  Congregational meeting approved for September 
18th for the election of new officers
•  Elder Tamara McLeod elected commissioner to at-
tend Presbytery meeting on August 20th in Columbia.

We who have lost loved ones, have felt the pain.  
But, we can rejoice because JOY is coming because 
we believe in God and The Lord Jesus Christ.  But, 
while we are on this earth, we need comfort in our 
sorrow.  As I mentioned in a past Spire, we want to 
meet and dine and share and listen to those of us who 
have been through the grief of loss of our spouse.

With that in mind, put down the date of August 
17, 2022.  We are having dinner at 6:00 pm at Mon-
tagues.  I know that one of the results of losing a 
spouse is loneliness.  Well, my friends, let's get to 
know one another better.  We have several things 
in common: we lost our spouse; we are disciples of 
Christ; we are still living and breathing; and we may 
be lonely.  So, let's share!  Please let me know if you 
are interested.  Try it once and see if you like it.  

Lelion Elledge
lelion.d.elledge@gmail.com or 760.814.0651

or let Lea know of your interest. 

Meet Hope, 
our beautiful new 

Byrd Garden 
angel made by 

Dave Post.



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry

A big thank you to 
our interns: 

Dawsey and Julia!

Summer Intern Fun 
Highlights from July.



Personality

You are you. Perfectly and beautifully created by an amazing God.
So, why not dive a little deeper into how God made you tick.
Check out these personality tests for some fun and inspiration 
as well as a little peak into how you relate to and with others.

Find out your strengths and weaknesses and how to be better balanced.
Glimpse how to better relate to others based on your personality and theirs by 

comparing personality types. You will laugh and you will be intrigued. Google these:

Kingdomality
Enneagram

16personalities
DISC

You alone created my inner being. You knitted me together inside my mother.
 I will give thanks to you because I have been so amazingly and miraculously made.
          - Psalm 139:13-14 

Are you looking for small group of church friends? People to check in with or 
to be checked on by? People to call for lunch sometimes after church? People 
with whom to laugh and pray for each other? 

If so, try your K-Group. Koinonia means Christian fellowship or communion, 
with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.

Questions? Thoughts? Contact Libby Bell.

This one is just for our college students! 
We miss you, and we love you!

We want you to know 
you are still part of our church family 

no matter where you may be.



Calling all college-aged through 30ish!!!

Join other FPC young adults for a fun night of music and food trucks!

Thursday, August 11th
Park at the church at 6:30 in the lot by the columbarium 

and walk over to the Uptown Market together. 
Bring a chair if you like. 

Gates open at 6:00, music starts at 7:30. 
General admission tickets are $30 and available via this link: 

https://aftontickets.com/event/buyticket/p79pqkzjky

Would you like to receive a copy of the Spire, please email Lea or Elise 
with your personal information. Thank you!



Sundays@10 for Adults!

Sojourners Class
Henry Reynolds Room 

(Room 110) 
10:00 beginning August 7th

FISH 
(Fellowship In Service to Him)

New FISH classroom 
(Room 205 across from kitchen)

10:00 beginning August 7th
 

 

 

 

 

8/8 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #1 Philip Bell 
8/14 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #2 Bob Roddey 
8/21 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #3 Lelion Elledge 
8/28 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #4 Jukie Leary 
9/4 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #5 Philip Bell 
9/11 If by Mark Batterson #1 Bob Roddey 
9/18 If by Mark Batterson #2 Lelion Elledge 
9/25 If by Mark Batterson #3 Jukie Leary  

8/8 Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #1  Purcell 
8/14 Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #2 Gardner 
8/21 Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #3 Penney 
8/28 Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #4 Sherrer 
9/4 Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #5 Purcell 
9/11 Kyle Idleman: Not a fan #6 Gardner 
9/18 Rick Warren: You Make Me Crazy #1  Penney 
9/25 Rick Warren: You Make Me Crazy #2 Sherrer 

8/7 If You Want to Walk on Water with John Ortberg #3 Philip Bell 
8/14 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #1 Bob Roddey 
8/21 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #2 Lelion Elledge 
8/28 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #3 Jukie Leary 
9/4 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #4 Philip Bell 
9/11 Max Lucado: You Were Made For This Moment #5 Bob Roddey 
9/18 If by Mark Batterson #1 Lelion Elledge 
9/25 If by Mark Batterson #2 Jukie Leary  

 



New Small Group 
Opportunities

Walking/Hiking Friends

Disciple 1 with Pastor Kyle
Coming in September

Do you have something in mind?
Contact Elise today at 

dce@firstgreenwood.com

New Library Resources



Parenting: Personality

Do you think you have your child all figured out 
and then, BAM, you don’t?

Do you wonder why your children are so different 
and how to best motivate each one in the way 

that is best for them?
If you have more than one child then you know they 

are all so different and you can’t always do things the same way to achieve results. 
Personality tests can be super fun and super helpful! The five Collinses sat around the table 
on our phones laughing and saying things like: “oh that is so you!” and “I totally see that!” 

One of the tests even tells you what historical and famous people are the same type as you! 

Google these:
Kingdomality
Enneagram

16personalities
DISC

You alone created my inner being. You knitted me together inside my mother. I will give thanks 
to you because I have been so amazingly and miraculously made.

-  Psalm 139:13-14 

Series

 Got ideas for seminars, workshop? Want a Bible Study with fellow parents or 
fellowship opportunities to share stories, insights, and epic fails? Have a contact 

who might be a great resource for this ministry? We want to hear from you 
this summer before we make our plans for the school year.

Contact Elise at dce@firstgreenwood.com



Here is a challenge for all you singles but dating, 
married couples, 

divorcees, and widows/widowers.

Personality.
Opposites attract. Or do they? Depends on the day, right? 

Have a little fun with your special someone and take 
these personality tests. You will learn a lot about yourself and each other including how better 

to interrelate! Google these:

Kingdomality
Enneagram

16personalities
DISC

Share these or do these with your spouse, children/grandchildren, or a friend.

You alone created my inner being. You knitted me together inside my mother. 
 I will give thanks to you because I have been so amazingly and miraculously made.
         - Psalm 139:13-14 

Got ideas to help us support, encourage, and engage relationships? 
We want to hear from you.

Contact Elise at dce@firstgreenwood.com

Mig’s Wednesdays!!!
Join us Wednesdays in the summer 
through the end of August for dinner 

at Mig’s at 6:00.



As a Secret Angel you will be given the name of one of First Presbyte-
rian’s college students who is attending college out of the area and you 

will be provided with the student’s birth date, college address, exam 
schedule, school breaks, favorite snacks, and interests.  During the year 

you will send cards, maybe a small gift or remembrance, or perhaps 
some cookies at special times– something to let the student know that 
they are being thought about and missed by their church family.  This 

will be like having a secret pal but you will be the Secret Angel (keeping 
who you are a secret) for this student and maintain a personal connec-

tion with them to First Presbyterian.

With all the changes and unknowns students are experiencing today you,  their Angel, 
will be that ray of light that helps keep their foundation of faith steadfast.

At the end of the school year the name of their Secret Angel will be revealed to each student and 
to the First Presbyterian church family so everyone will know who these special Angels are.  

Won’t YOU be a Secret Angel for one of our students?

When you send cards or gifts you will use the church address as the return address 
so they will not know who you are.

For further information contact:  Susie Aufderheide
(cell) 412-973-3456 or (e-mail) saufderheide2628@gmail.com

Mark your 
calendars!

WNF and SHinE 
will resume 

September 7th

We’re kicking off a new school year, 
so we need all children from birth 
through 12th to register on Realm.

You can find instructions on our First Pres 
YouTube channel as well as on Facebook 

on August 1st.

There is also a handy dandy Parent 
Information video. Check it out.Would your child/youth 

in grades 4 and up 
like to be trained to 

acolyte and/or crucifer? 
Contact Elise.

Secret Angel



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Ruby Ortiz (1st),

Jamielynn Ortiz (13th),
Blair McClendon (16th),

Maddox Lee (30th),
Amelia Scott (30th)!

 Wow, I can’t believe summer is already over. Last month while at 
FUN IN THE SON (which was totally amazing by the way) I asked the 
guys how many more weeks of summer they needed. Leading answer: 
“6 more years.” I think that’s correct!
 This month we are officially back into the swing of things as we are 
having our formal Youth Group Kick-Off on August 28th. As you might 

see on the calendar below, August 7th, 14th, and 21st are called “Youth Group 101.” This year we 
are going to be trying out some different things that we talked about at the Youth Retreat in order 
to cultivate a culture of ownership and teamwork. If you missed it, here’s the short version: every 
Sunday night, a team of youth volunteers will help lead the rest of the youth group in either a Bible 
devotional reading or in a musical song or some other special activity (game, play, etc.). Youth Group 
101 will be just like our normal youth groups, only the lesson time will consist of training you how to 
work as a team and lead in the previously mentioned things. It’ll be awesome!



News from Noah’s Ark
It’s hard to believe that summer has come to an end and that the new school year

is starting! The team at Noah’s Ark has been busy preparing for our first day 
of school, Monday August 8th.  We are excited to announce a few of 

the new members joining our team for the upcoming year. 

Hey!  My name is Molly Pooser, and I'll be joining Noah's Ark as a 4-K as-
sistant.  My husband, Billy, and I have a three-year-old son, Saint William.  
This year will be his second year at Noah's Ark.  We loved every minute 
of it.  In my spare time I love crafting and baking.  I am so excited to use 
my talents to help Noah’s Ark thrive in the years to come.  I can't wait to 
share my creativity with the fours this upcoming school year!

Hello, I'm Courtney.  My husband and I have one daughter, Ivy, 
who will be joining me at Noah's Ark.  We are originally from Ware 
Shoals, and we love to find new adventures for us to do.  I am so 
excited to be joining the Noah's Ark team. I can't wait to work as 
a One-Year-Old Assistant with Ms. Mary.  I am creative and I love 
crafting and organizing in my spare time.  I am excited for the 
years to come at Noah's Ark with my family.  

My name is Jennifer Lindley.  Many of you knew me when I worked in the 
nursery at First Presbyterian Church.  I also worked first as a substitute, then 
an assistant, and finally as two-year-old teacher at Noah’s Ark. I had the privi-
lege of working for both Martha Ann Davis and Kelly Rhodes.  It was a difficult 
decision to leave, but necessary at the time.  I am so excited to be returning 
with Lauren Trantham as Director.  I worked with her many years and knew the 
love she had for the children who pass through these halls.  She is talented, 
goal-oriented, organized and was a wonderful teacher.  I believe she will be 
a beautiful fit for the preschool we love.  I look forward to being the Three’s 
assistant and to lovingly helping to guide the children of Noah’s Ark along with 
the wonderful staff I will be joining.  

Noah’s Ark has a fun filled year planned with ideas of new fundraisers and events 
for our families and children.  Together, we are working hard to further develop 

our program to make it the best it can be!  We are looking forward to what God has 
in store for us at “The Ark” in the year ahead!  Also, please stop in and read a book 

to our precious children.  We would love to see you! 



PW NEWS
Greetings and Happy New Year!  I am Happy, as I know you are, to 
begin a New Year of fellowship, study, mission outreach, service, and 
inspiration with the Presbyterian Women (PW) organization of our 
church here at First Presbyterian.  I am honored and humbled  to have 
been nominated and asked to serve as Moderator of our Presbyterian 
Women’s organization for the next two year term. We have an exciting year ahead with a 
new Bible study for our circles, support of outreach and mission opportunities, special pro-
grams and events, and coordinating team meetings to keep it all going smoothly.

Did you know that all women members of our church are members of PW?  A large percent-
age are also members of a women’s circle where we enjoy wonderful fellowship, inspiring 
Bible study, lots of fun, and much more. I would like to invite you to join a circle if you have 
not yet joined one - or rejoin if your schedule now permits.   

We have an outstanding group of both new and returning PW Coordinating Team members 
as well as Circle Leaders. At the installation service of new officers and leaders during 
Women’s Sunday this past April, we pledged to be faithful to the PW Purpose and to do our 
best to lead with love, compassion, and courage with Christ as our example.   We commit-
ted to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, to work for justice and peace, and 
to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the church and witness-
es to the promise of God’s kingdom.  With God’s help and with joy and enthusiasm, we will 
work to accomplish these goals together this year.  

The first PW Coordinating Team meeting of the new year will be on the fourth Monday, 
August 22, at 10:00 in the Henry Reynolds Room.  It is important that all circle leaders, 
coordinating team members, and officers attend.  The new circle study books will be given 
out as well as the new year books.  We will share important information along with dates 
for upcoming programs and events.  

**For those who will be leading a circle Bible study lesson this year, I have listed below re-
sources you may wish to use to help with lesson preparation: 
• Elise has graciously agreed to provide a video teaching for each of the nine lessons in 
the new study book to assist you.  Each video can be accessed monthly from YouTube at this 
link:   YouTube.com First Pres Greenwood OR  her video can be viewed from our church’s 
Facebook page.
• The study book DVD with a teaching from the study’s author for each of the nine 
lessons can be checked out and will be in the top drawer in the file cabinet in the library.  
When finished, be sure to check it back in as soon as possible for the next person to view.  



• There is a slide show presentation available to download at presbyterianwomen.org/
bible-study/celebrating-sabbath.  Presented is an overview of the year’s study, ideas for 
those who will lead the study lessons, activities for generating interest and building enthu-
siasm for the study, and highlights of the companion DVD with ways to use its list of extra 
resources.

The theme for this year’s study is an exploration of where faith and life meet as a time to 
reset our pace, our priorities, and our lives while accepting God’s gift of rest and delight.  

Circle meetings for the new year will start next month in early September.  Please see the 
list provided here for Circle meeting dates, times, and locations with leaders’ names and 
contact numbers. 

If you have questions, feel free to contact me at 864-993-6010 or welborna@embarqmail.
com

Looking forward to a great year together in service! 

Anna Welborn, Moderator
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team

CIRCLES
2022-2023

CIRCLE 1 – FIRST TUESDAY, 10:30 AM
at Wesley Commons

Jean Mabe   223-6413
 

CIRCLE 2 - TEENS - TBA
Brett Tubbs  804-314-4694

CIRCLE 3 – SECOND MONDAY, 10:30 AM
Alexander Hall

Barbara Holman   942-2492
Alice Jo Dickey   993-5503

SARA SMITH CIRCLE 4 - FIRST MONDAY, 
11:00 AM

Various Restaurants for lunch
Carolyn Taylor      614-361-6814
Bobby Kirkland      304-395-8002

EVONNE LITTLE CIRCLE 5 – FIRST TUESDAY, 
12:30 PM (LUNCH & CHILDCARE)

Alexander Hall
Meg Stevens     993-7536

 
PEGGY GREGG CIRCLE 6 – FIRST MONDAY, 

7:00 PM (REFRESHMENTS)
Barksdale Room

Jessica Willard     993-5980
Nickie Murphy     229-2847

CIRCLE 7 – FIRST TUESDAY, 10:30 AM 
(REFRESHMENTS)

Circle members' homes
Becky Bryson    223-2998

Jill Koczwara   570-344-3192

CIRCLE 8 – FIRST TUESDAY, 11:30 AM
Barksdale Room

Betty Williams    993-0466



MISSIONS/OUTREACH 
MONTHLY MISSION SPOTLIGHT

We feel so blessed to have the continued support of First Presbyterian.  

Currently we have 205 members signed up at the STARZ24 Teen Center and we are serv-
ing 75 youth weekly in our Summer Camp!  The teens have been busy this summer with a 
visit from Boeing to learn more about careers and internships with their organization as well 
as a ceramic artist who is a professor of art at the University of Georgia and came to do 
pinch art ceramics with the teens. 

The teens participated in a 6-week course with the Greenwood Area Studio Potters and 
made pieces to sell at the “Earth Into Art” art show. They did so well showcasing their art 
that they were able to buy two pottery wheels for the art room! 

The music and recording studio continues to be a draw for the members and they are still 
enjoying learning to use the equipment and are fascinated by all the things they can do with 
it!  The communications class at Lander taught the students to produce podcasts in the stu-
dios and as a result several of the members are now able to use the equipment and have 
taught a few other students. 

School will be starting in late July and we will continue to focus on academics, health and 
wellness, and character with the students. We are starting a Rising STARZ program to 
serve the younger students that have been promoted to 6th grade or that are in middle 
school however they are not quite 13. This will allow us to provide a continuum of service 
for youth without having a gap in service between 11-13. 

We would love to have your youth group, choir, and other groups come out to tour and to 
visit with the teens when time permits. 

Thanks again for your continued support.
Sabrina Miller
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Lakelands Executive Director 



Sharing God’s Given Talents, a concert to benefit Pathway House will be held on 
Saturday, August 20th, at 5:00 p. m in our Sanctuary.  This is the 3rd Annual Benefit Concert

 organized by Kaylin Mahal Smith, a Greenwood teen currently attending Yale University.

Her first concert was a solo presentation of her concert-level piano skills.  Last summer she 
recruited other talented pianists, an amazing singer, and a ballet dancer to perform—all of them 
sharing their God given talents for a good cause.  In repeat performances this year, Yuchen Lin, 

Spencer Smith, our very own Laura Margaret Fennell, and Honesty Cunningham will join her 
in our sanctuary. Appropriate for all ages, you will be uplifted by their gifts and encouraged 

to pass along your thanks with a donation to Pathway House.  A summer punch and 
hors d’oeuvres reception will be held following the concert for you to meet this inspiring group 

of talented teens.

The Pathway House is one of the benevolences supported by tithes and offerings from our 
congregation.  The Pathway Village is close to becoming a reality with twelve cottages 
and the hub building nearly finished.  They are currently in a “Get to the Finish Line” 

with a capital campaign.



STEPHEN MOMENT...
August 2022

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13

This scripture gives us a wonderful feeling as disciples of Christ. No matter what life has to offer 
at the moment, we know as Christians that God is with us.  He will lead us in the right direction.  
God is in control even when we are not.
 
It is wonderful to accept and receive help from others.  Giving help is perhaps one of the most sat-
isfying and easy things to do.  Accepting help can be hard even when we are in need. Our Stephen 
Ministry program has trained church members to serve as individual care givers to those who 
ask for confidential help.  Just talking to someone else, like a Stephen minister, can lift burdens 
and allow one to think about solutions.  Prayer and attentive listening are powerful tools. So is 
sharing encouraging scripture, such as:

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my 
yoke is easy and My burden is light.”   Matthew 11:28-30

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.”   Romans 8: 28

Let us pray together:  God, help us to accept help when we need it.  Help us to give our time, tal-
ent, listening skills, and empathy when we can.  We love you, thank you, and praise you for our 
many blessings. Amen

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

A Stephen Minister helps and listens to one person in a confidential manner.



Church History for the Month: Symbols of the Sanctuary: Chi Rho
by Andrew Goforth

 A sanctuary is a special place for those who desire to worship God. Every Sunday morning, we gather 
to worship God in our sanctuary. While our sanctuary serves as a location to offer our praises to God, the 
room itself can also offer insight into what we believe as Christians. With the cross at its very center and 
forefront, there are a wide variety of other symbols located in our sanctuary. Each one has a story worth 
telling. This article is the second edition in the “Symbols of our Sanctuary Series” following the first entry in 
December of 2021, covering the Cross as the ultimate symbol in our sanctuary. 

 Constantine the Great was the son of Roman Emperor Flavius “Chlorus” Constantius and Christian 
convert Helena. Constantine the Great ascended as co-Emperor after his father died during a military cam-
paign in Britain in A.D. 306. Marcus Aurelius Maxentius also ascended as co-Emperor following the death of 
Constantius. Both Constantine and Maxentius sought a sole rule of the Roman Empire, becoming politically 
opposed to each other, eventually turning into armed conflict. On October 27, 312, Constantine and Maxenti-
us’ troops met at the Milvian Bridge on the Tiber River¹.  Around noon, Constantine reported seeing a symbol 
in the sky, along with the inscription “in this sign, conquer.” Constantine claimed to see that same sign in a 
dream that night, along with a vision of Christ. Constantine ordered that the sign, a combination of the Greek 
letters Chi (X) and Rho (P) be carved on the shields of his troops. Chi and Rho are also the first two letters 
in the Greek name for Christ (Χριστός, or “Christos”).²  On October 28, 312, Constantine’s troops brutally 
defeated those of Maxentius. Maxentius was eventually killed during the battle, leaving Constantine as the 
sole Emperor of the Roman Empire.³  

 Following the Battle of Milvian Bridge, God used Constantine’s post-war actions to further the de-
velopment of the course of the Church. In 313, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, ending almost three 
hundred years of Christian persecution under the Roman Empire.⁴  As a result of the end of persecution, 
the number of non-Christians converting to Christianity increased significantly. To combat division and the 
spread of heretical teachings in the Church, Constantine summoned the Council of Nicaea in the summer 
of 325.⁵  The Council of Nicaea developed the Nicene Creed, which is in our Book of Confessions and often 
alternated with the Apostles’ Creed in many of our sister churches on Sunday mornings. 

  1,646 years after Constantine’s visions, on Sunday, December 21, 1958, 
Dr. Walter Rowe Courtney stepped into the pulpit in our current sanctuary to 
deliver the dedicatory sermon, “A Completed Church.”⁶  For sixty-three years, 
Chi Rho has remained on the front of our pulpit, its legacy and history often go 
unknown. Like many other symbols in our sanctuary, we can find inspiration 
in the history of Chi Rho. Just as Constantine’s troops went into battle, so we 
too go into war with our sinful nature. As Christians, however, our shield is 
the very name of Jesus Christ, whom Chi Rho symbolizes, and in whom our 
victory is assured. 

  The Battle of Milvian Bridge, Britannica.com, accessed via web
  Strong’s Concordance G5547, accessed via BlueLetterBible.org
  The Chi Rho Symbol, EarlyChurchHistory.org, accessed via web
  The Edict of Milan, ChristianityToday.com, accessed via web
  The Council of Nicaea, ChristianHistory.org, accessed via web
  The First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood, South Carolina, 1883-1958



DATES TO REMEMBER
Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.  

Keep watch in the bulletin, next month’s Spire, and the Pastor’s Update for more current information.

Sunday, August 7  Return to two Worship Services (9:00 and 11:00 am)
    Communion at both services
    Sudnay School returns to 10:00
    College & Young Adult Sunday (11:00)
    Farewell to Interns (11:00)

Saturday, August 20  Trinity Presbytery Stated Meeting (9:30 am, Forest Lake Pres.)
	 	 	 	 Sharing	God's	Given	Talents	Benefit	Concert	(5:00	pm,	Sanctuary)

Sunday, August 21  Festiva (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Sunday, September 4 Communion at both services

Monday,	September	5	 Church	offices	closed

Wednesday, September 7 Wednesday Night activities begin

Sunday, September 11 Celebration Sunday (10:00 am, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, September 18 Congregational Meeting (10:40 am)

Sunday, October 2  World Communion Sunday
    Communion at both services
	 	 	 	 Officer	Training	(3:00	pm,	Henry	Reynolds	Room)

Sunday, October 9  Kirkin' of the Tartans service (11:00)
	 	 	 	 Officer	Training	(3:00	pm,	Henry	Reynolds	Room)

Sunday, October 16  Children's Sabbath Sunday
	 	 	 	 Officer	Training	(3:00	pm,	Henry	Reynolds	Room)

Wednesday, October 26 Fall Carnival

Sunday, October 30  Reformation Sunday
    All Saints Recognition

Saturday,	November	5	 Change	clocks

Sunday, November 6 Communion at both services
	 	 	 	 Operation	Christmas	Child	Shoebox	Kick-Off	(11:00)
    Children's Communion Recognition (11:00)

Sunday, November 13 Recognition of Veterans
    Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication



notes
Add music-making to your life!

Starting in September, we will have offerings for beginners thru’ advanced musicians

Wednesdays at 6:00:  Children’s choirs directed by Amy Fennell
 Give your children the skills for music-making that will last a life-time! Mrs. Fennell is a 
top-notch music educator, imparting music skills (matching pitch, deciphering music notation, 
singing with understanding). EVERY child will use these skills for a lifetime.
From Mrs. Amy: Wow, I am so excited to lead children’s choir on Wednesday nights again!  I look 
forward to getting to know each of the children well.  We have such sweet and fun personalities in our 
group.  Most of all, I look forward to sharing my faith through music.  The September Spire will give 
more information about what we are studying in our time together each month.  Please reach out if you 
have questions, amyqfennell@gmail.com. 

Wednesdays at 5:15:  Beginning Hand Chimes (gr 3-5)
 For those children who thrive on kinesthetic learning and teamwork. Or have parents 
who need them to learn some “works well with others” discipline.

Wednesdays at 7:00:  Chancel Choir  
 Music skills coaching for FREE!  Our adult (HS thru’ adult) choir leads in Worship most 
Sundays. Pitch matching ability and some music reading skills helpful.

Sundays at 4:00:  Chancel Bells 
(basic music reading skills required)
 For those adults (HS and up) who love team-work! Two notes per ringer (plus #s and 
bs, hand-eye coordination skills essential)

Sundays at 6:00:  Student Music (open to ALL 6-12 grade)
•  What percentage of students need to know how to decipher a hymn? (answer: 100%)
•  What percentage of students need to understand what we sing in church? (answer: 100%)
•  What percentage of students can develop some musical skills? (answer: 100%)
•  What sound is more beautiful than students raising their voices/instruments in song? (an-
swer: none) 

How can ALL of these objectives be accomplished? Just show up…

All of these opportunities are based on sequential learning, meaning every rehearsal will 
1.  Add a skill (reading English, comprehension, reading music notation, matching pitch, team 
work.)
2.  Review previous skills, and 
3.  Synthesize those skills into presentable offerings



Palmetto Girls Sing Season 8!

Girls in grades 4-12 are invited to audition 
for Palmetto Girls Sing.  Palmetto Girls Sing 
is a girls’ choir that serves girls in grades 
4-12 in Greenwood, SC and its surrounding 
areas. Palmetto Girls Sing seeks to enrich 
the lives of girls through diverse and high quality choral music. An empha-
sis is placed on the joy of singing and its importance in our world.  Palmetto 
Girls Sing offers girls opportunities for personal, social, spiritual, and artistic 
growth as the girls learn vocal technique, vocal health, music reading, and 
performance skills.  Palmetto Girls Sing presents its music, both sacred and 
secular, to the glory of God.  As an outreach of First Presbyterian Church, 
Palmetto Girls Sing is a non-profit organization.  

Palmetto Girls Sing will begin its 8th season with a kick off meeting on Au-
gust 1 and our first rehearsal on August 8.  Watch the September Spire for 
a photo of our new group of singers and plans for our year ahead!

***********************************************************************************************
Would you like to donate to Palmetto Girls Sing?  Any amount is so helpful!  You may 
donate to a scholarship for a particular girl, or make a trip to benefit all of the girls.  

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Gift Amount __________ Date_________

I would like my gift to help provide a scholarship. _____________



MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2022-2023 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES

     FRIEND:  $50-$99 $______;  SPONSOR:  $100-$599 $______;  PATRON:  $500-$999 $_______;  ANGEL:  $1,000 + $_______

    Name:___________________________________________
    Mailing Address:___________________________________
    City:__________________________  State:_____________
    ZIP:___________  Telephone:________________________
    Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office.  Your check payable to 

FPC is tax deductible.

2022-2023
SEASON

Sunday,
August 21
4:00 pm

Sunday,
October 16
4:00 pm

Sunday,
November 6
4:00 pm

Sunday,
January 29
4:00 pm

Sunday, 
February 26
4:00 pm

Sunday,
March 19
4:00 pm

Sunday,
April 23
4:00 pm

Cody Beard, Trumpet
Handel’s “Let the Bright Seraphim” on Baroque trumpet; Rhapsody in Blue; American folk hymns; 
and a New Orleans style “Amazing Grace”. Greenwood’s own Cody Beard will thrill you with trumpet 
music that spans centuries and continents.   

Three on a String
Three on a String brings bluegrass, country, and folk music, as well as a lot of fun to the stage! Jerry 
Ryan, Bobby Horton, and Brad Ryan bring stunning talent to their audiences; you won’t want to miss 
this great combination of music and humor. 

McLeod Pipers
Brothers McLeod, David and Michael, began performing in 2014. Both have been members of bands 
including Palmetto Pipes and Drums of Columbia, SC, Upstate United of Clemson, SC, and The 
Atlanta Pipe Band. They perform at various events.  Most notably, they have performed at the Grand-
father Mountain Highland Games since 2015. They are church members here at FPC.
 
Lander Department of Music 
Lander University Department of Music presents performances by its finest students in this Honors 
Recital. We are proud to support emerging vocalists and instrumentalists from various academic 
fields. These exceptional artists will enchant you with their energy and skill. 
 
Keyboard Extravaganza 
Tim Walters and Pyerce L. Oates bring us dazzling performances on the organ and piano that span 
the  Gospel, Jazz, and Classical genres. Come experience the spirited exuberance of these versatile 
artists! 

Americana
Now in their 25th season, The  Greenwood Festival Chorale sings selections from a rich heritage of 
American composers. Under the direction of Mr. Steven Skinner, the chorale presents diverse con-
certs to the community throughout the year.  

Organist Josiah Armes
Josiah Armes is passionate about communicating his enthusiasm for the organ to others. Josiah en-
joys sharing interesting and humorous anecdotes about the composers and pieces featured on his 
programs.  Bach is at the top of Josiah's musical pyramid, but his interests run the gamut of the organ 
repertoire, with a particular interest in lesser-known gems and a love of new discoveries. 
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