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Transformed by an Elevator
A family from a remote area was making their first visit to a big city. They checked in to
a grand hotel and stood in amazement at the impressive sight. Leaving the reception
desk they came to the elevator entrance. They'd never seen an elevator before, and just
stared at it, unable to figure out what it was for.
An old lady hobbled towards the elevator and went inside. The door closed. About a
minute later, the door opened and out came a stunningly good-looking young woman.
Dad couldn't stop staring. Without turning his head he patted his son's arm and said,
"Go get your mother, son."
[Owen Bourgaize, Castel, Guernsey, United Kingdom]

Acts 9:1–19 (NRSV)
9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem.
Something big happened to Saul…
When Saul shows up he has no sight. His ego is wiped away. Something big had
happened to him.
When we see this kind of transformation in people we want to know how.
You see a lot of before and after pictures of peoples bodies.
You say, “I want what that person did. Where can I get that?”
Then you get a quick website or phone number to buy it for yourself.

so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he
was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Instead of breaking down the steps of Paul’s transformation, I want to focus on
the fact that something big happened which can only be the result of Jesus
Christ.
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Do you know people like this?
The person you knew, is not the person you see today.

Father tried to clothe a Ken doll.
Men’s transition to fathers

3 Now

as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men
who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one.
8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing;

We have been exploring how to find Jesus in your life.
The final answer, is “in people whose lives have been impacted by God.”
And in the good that comes out of them today.

Did you know that the good works you do, is a testament to the existence of God. When you
help someone, serve someone, give sacrificially, you show that Jesus Christ is alive and living in
you.
You may not be able to pull up a mathematical equation to show that God is real, but
you can certainly prove it in the witness of the saints.
10 Now

there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in
a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man
of Tarsus named Saul.
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Acts 9:1–19 (NRSV)
9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now
as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment
he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings
and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake
of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and
after taking some food, he regained his strength.
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