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Season of Hope 

Hope for Christmas presents 

“official Red Ryder, carbine action, 200-shot, range model air rifle, 
with a compass in the stock and this thing that tells time.” 

A Christmas Story, young Ralphie  

 

Isaiah 61:10–11 (ESV) — 10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul 
shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

It was hard for the Israelites to imagine hope because the time he 
was writing this was a time of struggle not a time for hope.  

 Then he uses the image of a garden: 

11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout 
up before all the nations.  

 

 Right now we don’t expect “Sprouts” because it is Winter 

But God’s creation shows us it is possible to thrive in the 
winter.  

Brassica oleracea var. gemmifera 

Brussels sprouts first appeared in northern Europe 
during the 5th century, later being cultivated in the 
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13th century near Brussels, Belgium, from which they 
derived their name. Brussels sprouts,  

They thrive in temperatures between 45-75°F, and can 
survive short periods down to 20°F. 

A light frost or two can improve the flavor of the 
sprouts and make them taste sweeter.  

God wants us to know we can grow in the 
troubled times.  

 

Isaiah shows us what that looks like.  

Isaiah 11:1–11 (ESV) — 1 There shall come forth [in the winter] a shoot 
from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD.  

 

David was the greatest king of Israel, so the Messiah that Israel 
hoped for was often called “the son of David” 

he would be one like David, only greater than David. 

 

God wants you to imagine your greatest day, your greatest 
time in life, your greatest memory.  

Then he says, “Your future will be better than that.” 
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For now, wait expectantly for God’s plan in our lives to unfold. 
Because that hope produces something.  

Isaiah 11:1–11 (ESV) — 1 There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 

Having hope comes out as the fruits of the Spirit 

Galatians 5:22–23 (ESV) — 22 the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control.  

 

Hope isn’t just waiting watching the clock, it allows fruit to 
grow and lives to flourish.  

 

Student Prayer Henri J. M. Nouwen, Intimacy, (New York: Harper & 
Row, 1969), a student’s prayer, pp. 59–60. 

• I hope that I will always be for each person what he needs me to 
be. 

• I hope that each person’s death will always diminish me, but that 
fear of my own will never diminish my joy of life. 

• I hope that my love for those whom I like will never lessen my 
love for those whom I do not. 

• I hope that another person’s love for me will never be a measure 
of my love for him. 

• I hope that every person will accept me as I am, but that I never 
will. 

• I hope that I will always ask for forgiveness from others, but will 
never need to be asked for my own. 
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• I hope that I will find a person to love, but that I will never seek 
one. 

• I hope that I will always recognize my limitations, but that I will 
construct none. 

• I hope that loving will always be my goal, but that love will never 
be my idol. 

• I hope that every man and woman will always have hope. 


