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A Message From Our Pastor...
"Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples;
make them remember that His name is exalted." Praise the LORD in song, for He has done
glorious things; let this be known throughout the earth. Isaiah 12:4-5 (NASB)
How often do you express your thankfulness? Do you regularly see the many blessings, big
or small, in your day and praise God for them? Throughout the Bible, thanksgiving is the
path to joy. Whether it is King David dancing in the streets or Mary singing the Magnificat, joy
abounds when we see the good in our life.
November is one month in the year that we designate toward giving thanks. Not only does
the month end with Thanksgiving Day, but we also have opportunities to respond to the many
blessings from God by giving back. In November we dedicate our pledges for the following
year. This act of committing to the continued work of Christ ensures that his blessings continue to flow in our community. This is also the month we send off shoe boxes filled with goodies
for children around the world. Our simple act of thanksgiving brings joy to the lives of so many
little ones.
We are especially thankful that this year we are hosting our community’s Thanksgiving Service. On Monday, November 22nd, our sister churches in the area will join with us to give
thanks. Each church will bring the musical gifts of their congregation to share with us.
Opportunities abound to give thanks and praise God as all His blessings flow. I am personally
thankful for such a loving and wonderful church family. As a family in Christ let us be sure to
keep our eyes set on the beautiful blessings around us rather than the struggles. Let us find
time to praise the Lord for each blessing. And in doing so, let the joy well up inside of us to
sing His praise.
													
									Blessings,

									Pastor Kyle

TEAM MEETINGS

RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Harriet Gooding
Fred Malone
Bob Todd

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both
services on November 7th and during the early service on November 28th.

Deadline for the December issue of The Spire
Our Christian prayers and sympathies are extended is Monday, November 15th.
to Joyce Hyde and her family on the passing of her
brother, Bruce Parish of Medina, OH on September
24, 2021; to Kathy Snyder and her family on the passing of her sister, Dale Menna, of Brookfield, CT, on
October 4, 2021; and to Dr. Erwin Abell and Mark
Abell on the passing of their son and brother, Stuart
Abell, on October 17, 2021. We share with them the
joy of the promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Congratulations to Keaton & Sam
Rogers on the birth of their son,
Holloway Egan (Hall) Rogers, born
October 1, 2021. Grandparents are
John & Ferol Stroud.

Thank you so much for all the birthday
cards! I was overwhelmed by all the love
you sent my way. You made 99 feel
very special!
				Jo Graham
To my church family,
I wish to express my gratitude, with great humility,
for all of the thoughtful love and kindness I received
through cards, letters, phone calls, prayers, visits, and
manual labor extended to me due to my recent fall and
hospital stay. All of which, I feel, is much more than I
deserve. God and my church are my rescuers to which
I will be forever grateful.
With the deepest heart felt thanks,
Bob Todd

The church office will close at noon on
Wednesday, November 24th and will be closed
on Thursday and Friday, November 25th and
26th.
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 7th so be sure to change your clocks on Saturday, November 6th.
On Sunday, November 21st, we will be accepting
the Thornwell Children’s Home special offering.

A special congratulations is in order to
Kirk Boland. Kirk has been inducted into
the Hall of Heroes with the Greenwood
County Veterans Center.
Kirk served as a Sr. Master Sergeant (E8)
in the Air Force Reserves. He served for
31 years and retired 2013.
It was an honor for Kirk to be inducted. The best part, his father Grover F.
Boland was inducted at the same time.
Frank served for 38 years in the Air Force
Reserves as well. It was a really special
day for Kirk and his dad.
Kirk, we thank you for your dedication,
sacrifice, and service to this country and
its citizens.

SESSION UPDATE

The Admin Team will meet Thursday, November
11th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122). Below are some of the highlights from the October
Stated meeting of the Session:
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,
1.) New officers gave their faith statements.
November 8th, at 5:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room
2.) Approved baptism of Henry Eichelberger
(Room 122).
3.) Approved annual background checks for employThe Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, ees
November 14th, at 6:00 pm, in the Barksdale Room 4.) Approved Kathy Woodbury as speaker for Pres(Room 122).
byterian Women Joint Dinner
The Committed Prayers group will meet Monday, 5.) Approved Super Bowl Sunday Soup & Snack Sale
November 29th, at 5:30 pm, in the Barksdale Room for Circle #4
(Room 122).
The Congregational Care Team will meet Monday,
November 8th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room
(Room122).
The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday,
November 14th, at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds
Room (Room 110).
Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, November
9th, at 6:00 pm. This meeting will be held virtually.
The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will
Monday, November 22nd, at 10:00 am, in the Henry
Reynolds Room (Room 110).
The Diaconate and Session will hold a joint meeting
on Sunday, November 21st at 6:00 pm. This meeting
will be held in Alexander Hall and via Zoom.
Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, November
9th, at 6:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122).
The Visitation Team will meet Wednesday, November 10th, at 11:00 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room
(Room 110). NOTE DIFFERENT DAY.
Please note that the place, time, and date of these
meetings are subject to change.

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS

Order forms for poinsettias will
be available in the church lobby
on Monday, November 1st.
Or you may contact the church office
to complete the form.
Deadline to order is Sunday, November 21st.

Not able to attend Sunday mornings?
You can look at the bulletin and
listen to the sermon online.
Just go to www.firstgreenwood.com.
Another option is to call
the church office and request to be
added to the list to receive a CD
and/or bulletin in the mail.
Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor update
each week by email?
If not, call the church office
(229-5814) or send us an email
to office@firstgreenwood.com.
Check us out on Facebook!
Search for and friend us at
First Presbyterian Church Greenwood, SC.
We have a page and a group
so be sure to join both!
NEW OFFICER
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
You will be installed on Sunday, December 12th,
during the 11:00 service. NOTE NEW DATE
Be sure to stop by the front office so that Lea can
take your photo for the wall in the lobby. Contact
her at 864-229-5814 or office@firstgreenwood.
com to set up a time. Will only take about 2 minutes.

FPC Family Ministry

In October, our children dove into the Great Family,
which encompasses the stores of Abraham (Sarah), Isaac (Rebekah),
Jacob (Leah/Rachel), and Joseph!
We also had a guest speaker, Allistar Banks,
who talked with the children about gratitude journals.
Our October offering project was the Humane Society who celebrated
with us on 10/31 with activities and information about the Humane Society
as well as a visit from our furry friend, Callie Hite.
In November, we will learn all about the Exodus from Egypt into the
wilderness. Our children will earn about Moses and the Israelites’ journey.

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Cost is $5 for children, $8 for youth and adults, Family cap of $22.
Guests eat free on their first visit.
You need to make a reservation
before each Monday at noon for that Wednesday.
You can do this by calling/emailing the church office, using the sign-up sheet in
the lobby, or filling out a yellow card in the pew rack and putting it in with your
offering each Sunday. You can also be added to the permanent list.
As always meals will include chicken nuggets as a “meat choice”,
fruit, salad bar, dessert & tea.
ALL kitchen volunteers wear mask & gloves.
ALL food will be prepared in AH kitchen.
Due to “supply & demand” issues, some menu items are not available
through our food service distributors. Menus may change.
Any questions about the weekly menu, please call the church office.
November 3rd - Chicken & Dumplings and broccoli casserole
November 10th - Shrimp & grits (chicken also available), mixed vegetables
November 17th - Baked ziti, Italian green beans
November 24th - No WNF
5:30 dinner for all ages
6:00 programming for K4-adult
(Nursery available for volunteers and participants)

SHinE Choir during Children’s Sabbath

Sundays@10 for Adults!

Sojourners Class
Henry Reynolds Room
(Room 110)

Join us Wednesday evenings
for our family programming.
5:30 – Dinner for everyone in AH
Children get to make their own choices for dinner.
Weekly choices: hot plate, chicken nuggets, salad bar, fruit.
See previous page for hot plate menus.
6:00 – Programming for all ages (nursery available)
This month we will learn about how Jesus welcomed people
and how we can also be welcoming.

SHinE Highlights from October

11/7

QPR – suicide prevention/intervention

Clem, Hemphill, Hite,
and Justesen
QPR – suicide
prevention/intervention
Clem, Hemphill, Hite,
11/1411/7Incarnation
by Adam
Hamilton
Bob Roddey
Justesen
11/21 Incarnation by Adam Hamilton
Lelionand
Elledge
Incarnation
by Adam
Hamilton
Roddey
11/2811/14
Incarnation
by Adam
Hamilton
Jukie Bob
Leary
11/21 Incarnation by Adam Hamilton
Lelion Elledge
11/28 Incarnation by Adam Hamilton
Jukie Leary

FISH
(Fellowship In Service to Him)
New FISH classroom
(Room 205 across from kitchen)

11/7
If by Mark Batterson
11/14 If by Mark Batterson
If byNormal
Mark Batterson
11/2111/7So Long
with Laura Story
If byNormal
Mark Batterson
11/2811/14
So Long
with Laura Story
11/21 So Long Normal with Laura Story
11/28 So Long Normal with Laura Story

David Gardner
Luke and Carson Penney
Gardner
BrianDavid
and Kim
Purcell
and Carson Penney
KirstinLuke
Sherrer
Brian and Kim Purcell
Kirstin Sherrer

This one is just for our college students!
We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know
you are still part of our church family
no matter where you may be.

Is Being a Good Person Enough?

First Presbyterian wants to support and encourage marriages
(and blossoming relationships).
Join us for a Monthly Date Night!
All ages encouraged!
For a hot date, some grown-up conversation, folding laundry, a quiet walk,
or a peaceful trip to the grocery store?
November 21st
6:00 – 7:30 P. M.
RSVP to participate.
Complimentary childcare available @ FPC
when you RSVP before Thursday.
Monthly fun sheet offered.
Try praying this scripture together (super-mega-challenge – do it daily):
Love is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others,
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs.
								_ 1 Corinthians 13:4-5

Being a good person and making good and right choices is wonderful!
Is it enough?
Enough for what? For people to think you’re a good person? Probably.
But does it fulfill you enough to just be a good person?
Maybe.
I suspect, however, that just being a good person is not enough for everyone.
We are created with a God-shaped hole in our hearts, and no amount of good
choices, good words, or good actions can fill that hole.
There is only one who can fill that hole . . .God.
“You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you,
in a dry and parched land where there is no water.”
- Psalm 63:1 (NIV)

Sometimes you need to mix things up and turn things sideways!
Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion with God or,
more commonly, with fellow Christians.
We want to encourage community for our church family.
K-Groups are a great way to
make this happen, so that we
can be more aware of each
other and better support,
encourage, and engage
each other.
Contact Elise Collins or Libby
Bell.

Parenting: Are You Enough?
No!

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, divorcees, and widows/widowers.
How much is good enough?
What would be your "ideal" from your spouse?
Do you think you provide the "ideal" for your spouse?
Are each of you enough for each other?
No.
God needs to be in the midst.
How can you develop your relationship spiritually?
Share your thoughts with your spouse, child(ren) or a friend.

Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
						
- Ecclesiastes 4:12

New Library Resources
For Elementary Age

What’s new in the library?

This is great news! You need to know that we will
never be enough for our kids. We need to do our
very best for them, but ultimately, God is the
majority partner in this investment!
Thank goodness!
You cannot be perfect.You cannot be everything.
But you can be good enough.
And that is right where God meets us and fills in the gaps.
Hallelujah!

Save the Date
VBS 2022
6/26-7/1/22

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
- Lamentations 3:22-23

Do you have a fond memory about the
meaning Christmas to you personally?
Want to share it with your church family?
Email a 3-5 paragraph piece to Elise
by November 10.
Or email artwork or pictures!
dce@firstgreenwood.com

Teen Circle (Circle 2)
November 21st
12:00 noon
in Alexander Hall
Bring $12 for lunch

YOUTH NEWS
Can you feel that crisp Fall air? I just love this time of year. Last month,
the Youth Group had lots of fun with our service project at Nita Flowe's
house, our bonfire the following Sunday, our second annual Fall Y'all
Pumpkin Smash, and our church-wide Fall Festival! Who knew October
was going to be so busy? Well, we can only go up from here.
Middle School EGGS on Tuesday, November 2nd at the Chick-fil-A by the
Mall. Swing by between 7:00-7:30 AM for breakfast and prayer!
Youth Service Project (TBD) on Saturday, November 6th.
Youth Road Trip to Athens on Saturday, November 13th from 10:30 AM to 5:00 PM. We're going to go
hiking at the Sandy Creek Nature Center and then grab some pizza at the famous Mellow Mushroom.
Sign-up by visiting the youth webpage, then click on November 13th for the registration link.
Party to Midnight on Friday, November 19th at church from 6 PM to Midnight! It's not a real lock-in, but
it's the next best thing. Pizza, another EPIC scavenger hunt, trivia, manhunt, and plenty of free time for a
movie and hangs!
IN OTHER NEWS... have you visited our new and improved youth webpage yet? Scan the QR code or go
to https://firstgreenwood.com/ministries/youth/. While you’re there, you can sign up for my monthly
newsletter. Last month I offered a devotional on courage. Each month I'm planning on using it to be candid about all things related to our youth ministry.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

Some people say, “Give till it hurts.” But God recommends that we give until it feels
good. God loves a cheerful giver!
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
								- II Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)
Mark your calendars: Stewardship Sunday is November 7th.
You will receive your 2022 Estimate of Giving Card in the mail the week before Stewardship Sunday.
Since the pledge cards are used as the basis for planning the church budget for next year, please return
your card even if your financial situation has changed and you can’t contribute this year.
The card can be returned by mail in the enclosed envelope or by depositing it in the basket during the
church service on the 7th.
God looks at the heart, not the hand—the giver, not the gift. Many thanks for your support and for returning your card.

FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE
ONLINE GIVING
Recurring drafts can be set up on our church website, www.firstgreenwood.com. Look for the Member Login or
Giving link at the top of the page. Call the church office and speak with Nan Smith if you need assistance or have any
questions. You may contact her at 864-229-5814 or finance@firstgreenwood.com.
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YOUR INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO OR BANK
If you have given contributions from your investment portfolio or from your bank directly to the church or plan to,
please let Nan Smith in the financial office know. Stock contributions and checks from investment accounts do
not always include the donor’s name. Nan can be reached at 864-229-5814 or finance@firstgreenwood.com.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…
Edwin Burnett (2nd)
Michael Gardner (3rd)
Bess Wieters (21st)
Davis Sherrer (24th)
Macy Clem (28th)

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelopes will be available in the hallway between the two lobbies the first week of November. If you do
not see yours or would like to start using offering envelopes, please contact Nan Smith in the financial office. Don’t
forget, these envelopes are mailable. There is no need to put them in another envelope to mail them, just put a stamp
on them. If you would like to discontinue using the envelopes because you’re giving online or once per year from
your IRA or investment account, please return them to Nan with a note letting her know.

FUNERAL/MEMORIAL SERVICE PLANNING
Have you given any thought to pre-planning your funeral/memorial service
and in doing so, giving yourself and your family peace of mind?
We can help you with that.

Adulting 101 for High
School Students

A special thank you to Allistar Banks
for speaking to our youth about
gratitude journals.

Career Discernment with
Presbyterian College’s Perrin Tribble
11/14 @ 4:00 P. M. in the Youth Room
Friends welcome!
Questions? Ask Elise Collins.

Pastor Kyle has developed a worksheet that will help you and your loved ones
to be a little more prepared for when the time comes.
What scripture would you like read at your service? What hymns would you like to be sung?
There are several other questions that you may not think about that we will need to know.
This will not only help you and your family but it will aid us as well.
If you would like a copy of the Funeral/Memorial Worksheet,
please contact the front office, 229-5814 or office@firstgreenwood.com

PW NEWS

When I think of Presbyterian Women and my circle members, I think of
friends. The following poem by David Banks Sickles says so much about
friends.
There are no friends like old friends,
And none so good and true:
We greet them when we meet them
As roses greet the dew;
No other friends are dearer,
Though born of kindred mold,
And while we prize the new ones,
We treasure more the old.
There are no friends like old friends
Wher’er we dwell or roam,
In lands beyond the ocean,
Or near the bounds of home;
And when they smile to gladden,
Or sometimes frown to guide
We fondly wish those old friends
Were always by our side.
There are no friends like old friends,
To calm our frequent fears,
When shadows fall and deepen
Through life’s declining years;
And when our faltering footsteps
Approach the Great Divide
We’ll long to meet the old friends
Who wait the other side
•
Remember the Day of Prayer for the World – November 5, 2021 – 12:15 – Wesley
Commons
•
We are in need of people to do cross stitch samplers for newborn babies in our
congregation. If you can cross stitch and want to help, please contact Sally Anderson
at 864-980-2882

Janice Elliott, Moderator
Coordinating Team

Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, November 2nd, at 10:30 am, at Wesley Commons.
Contact Jean Mabe 223-6413.
Circle 2 will meet on Sunday, November 21st, at noon. Meet in Alexander Hall, bring $12 for lunch
Contact Elise Collins 377-1408 or Amy Fennell 341-3244
Circle 3 will meet Monday, November 8, at 10:30 am, in Alexander Hall.
Contact Beverly Bowers 704-953-7953 or Glenda Davis 992-1981.
Circle 4 will meet Monday, November 1st, at 11:00 am, in Alexander Hall.
Contact Carolyn Taylor 614-361-6814 or Lisa Yarbrough 313-5511.
		
Circle 5 will meet Tuesday, November 2nd, at 12:30 pm, in Alexander Hall
and includes lunch & childcare.
Contact Samar Din 344-6663 or Melissa Maughon 483-2168
Circle 6 will meet Monday, November 1st, at 7:00 pm in the Barksdale Room (122).
Contact Jessica Willard (jesswillard81@gmail.com, 993-5980),
Nickie Murphy (famurphy01@aol.com, 205-317-5347),
or Tina Corley (tinacorley50@gmail.com) 229-6919
Circle 7 will meet Tuesday, November 2nd, at 10:30 am at the home of Cindy Leary.
Contact Jill Koczwara 570-344-3192 or Becky Bryson 223-2998.
Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday, November 2nd, at 11:30 am, in the Barksdale Room (122).
Contact Scottie Jeffreys 229-7048 or Betty Williams 993-0466.

The following was printed in The Link on September 24, 1991.
A FAMILY GRACE--THANKSGIVING DINNER
Father, we around this table thank Thee!
for Thy great gift of life,
that Thy love for us is not dependent upon any worthiness of ours,
for good health,
that we know neither hunger nor want,
for warm clothes to wear,
for those who love us best,
for friends whose words of encouragement have often chased away dark clouds,
for the zest of living,
for many an answered prayer,
for kindly providences that have preserved us from danger and harm.
We thank Thee that still we live in a land bountifully able to supply all our needs, a land which still by Thy
Providence knows peace.
O help us to appreciate all that we have, to be content with it, to be grateful for it, to be proud of it--not in
an arrogant pride that boasts, but in a grateful pride that strives to be more worthy.
In Thy name, to whose bounty we owe these blessings spread before us, to Thee we give our gratitude.
Amen.
									The Prayers of Peter Marshall
									Compiled by Catherine Marshall

MISSIONS/OUTREACH

MISSIONS/OUTREACH (cont...)

SALVATION ARMY RED KETTLES

Salvation Army Red Kettles and bell ringers are among the most commonly identified
symbols of Christmas. Our Missions/Outreach Team encourages First Presbyterian
families to participate. Call the front office to sign up for a convenient time. We do
not have a day yet taht we will bbe ringing but be on the lookout for an announcment and sign up sheet.

Circle #5 has put up a blessing box in front of the old gas station. The purpose of a
blessing box, or little free pantry, is to help those who are in need. Non perishable items
(food, toiletries, diapers, etc) are placed inside of it, so that people may take what they
need. Circle 5 would like to invite the other circles and church members to periodically
help stock the shelves. Donations can be left at church and a member of our circle will
collect them and place them in the box. We would like to bless others as the Lord has
blessed us.

100% of Red Kettle donations are used to provide year-round programs within our
Greenwood community. Volunteer bell ringers save the expense of hiring ringers.

ANGEL TREE

Christmas will be brighter for many children in our community if you choose to participate
with the local Salvation Army. All children are from our local community. Our tree will be
available to you on Sunday, November 21. Gifts will be received at the church until Sunday,
December 12. PLEASE DO NOT WRAP YOUR GIFTS AND RETURN THE ANGEL TAG WITH
THE GIFT. Please be assured all angels are from the Greenwood area. Please know that our
Missions/Outreach Committee provides a Bible for each child.

Presbyterian Women will be accepting donations for The
Presbyterian Community in Clinton. The residents and staff
are extremely grateful for your gifts. The staff takes your
gifts and puts them into gift bags for the residents. The
kind of gifts needed include: postage stamps, post-it notes,
large print word search puzzle books, 2022 calendars, large
print paperback books, pens, small umbrellas, shower caps, hair brushes, combs, nail polish, nail clippers,
soap, flashlights with batteries, all occasion greeting cards (especially birthday cards), lotion, Kleenex, batteries, toothbrush, toothpaste, socks, hose (ankle length or knee high), mouthwash, shaving cream, and
deodorant. Medium sized bottles of items are preferred over very large bottles for ease of our residents
to handle. You are asked to have your gifts at the church on or before noon on November 24. Please
leave your donation UNWRAPPED. There is a box in the back lobby for you to drop off your gifts.

It has been two years since South Carolina has allowed visitors into the state
prisons, hence KAIROS has had no weekends or Saturday reviews with the
residents (inmates) at Perry Correctional Institute.
However on October 6th,the volunteers met for dinner and conversation.
On October 7th, a designated group of volunteers purchased, by volunteer
donations, many dozens of cookies for distribution inside the prison by the Chaplain's staff. And then the
volunteers met on Saturday, October 9th, outside the prison for a prayer vigil, praying for the folks inside
who they have not been visited in two years. It is the best we volunteers could do.
Please keep these folks in your prayers.
Dave Post
KAIROS Vouunteer

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
November 7 – Shoebox Kickoff
November 21 – Shoebox Dedication in Worship
You may drop off your shoeboxes in the Barksdale room
anytime during this period.
Or donate online at samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

MISSIONS/OUTREACH COLLECTIONS AREA
Located in the back lobby, a cabinet has been constructed
and lovingly donated to house the collection bins for:
Food Bank (Empty Egg Cartons & Plastic Bags)
Pathway House
Salvation Army (Food)
Ronald McDonald House Soda Can Tabs

HEALTHY LEARNERS
SPELLING BEE TEAM
Tamara & Darryl McLeod, Brad Christie,
and Kirstin Sherrer
and alternate Betsy Collins

SPECIAL SERVICES

STEPHEN MOMENT...
NOVEMBER 2021
“This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.”
John 15:12

NOVEMBER 7

Stewardship Sunday
We will present our gifts to the Lord.
Communion during both services.

NOVEMBER 14

Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Kick-Off

The Rev. Gordon Tubbs will be preaching.
We will recognize our veterans.
We ask that our veterans
please wear your uniform.
Festiva

If we pause for a moment and think about the times that we have helped others through
sharing our own individual gifts and/or giving someone something they truly need, we will
be able to list many things and instances. A smile or nod may make someone feel accepted.
Notes, phone calls, texts, postcards, or emails may give a needed boost of spirit to brighten
a seemingly dull day. When we are helped individually, saying thank you with gratitude
and a smile makes such a difference!
Really listening (instead of interrupting) to a conversation is always a winner.
Giving a ride to someone in need of transportation to an appointment is important.
Participating in a group that is helping with cleaning a yard can be inspiring. (Our youth
and adults did a great job with this particular one.)
There are so many instances in the Bible that give us guidance in how to love others:

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of God. Galatians 6:10
“Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon
the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the
sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
Proverbs 3: 3-6

NOVEMBER 21
Christ the King Sunday
Thornwell Offering accepted
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
Dedication

“And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” I John 4:16

NOVEMBER 22

Community Thanksgiving Service

NOVEMBER 28
First Sunday of Advent
Communion during early service
Hanging of the Greens (11:00)

Let us pray. Thank you, God, for loving us and for giving us the ability to help others. Be
with us as we travel life’s highway with you. Help us to receive and give love. Amen.

In Stephen Ministry, we offer a confidential listening ear for those in need of help. We hope
you will call on us. We are always here! Contact one of our church ministers.
Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

Church History for the Month: Dedication of Our Old Sanctuary
by Andrew Goforth

News from Noah’s Ark
November Activities

Fall Program
Our Fall Program was precious!
Our Noah’s Ark students
provided wonderful
entertainment by performing
fun fall songs. Thank you to
all the Noah’s Ark teachers
and Ms. Stacie for working with
our children to learn such cute
songs. Thank you to Vince, Al,
and Tamara for your help setting
up for our program. How
blessed we are to have a
supportive staff and families
with us at Noah’s Ark!
We do appreciate and thank
you for your support!

Our Noah’s Ark students are
learning about all the many blessings
we have and importance of being
thankful.
“I Thank God" is our Bible thought
and goodness is our Fruit of the
Spirit. Our Bible Stories for the
month are loaves & fish and a boy's
lunch. We will end the month of
November with our precious
“Pilgrims and Indians”
Thanksgiving Feast.
We are very thankful at Noah’s Ark
for a very dedicated staff, a supportive church staff, and all the families
and children we have the pleasure to
minister to each week!

October Fun
October was a very busy month! We enjoyed our Fire Safety Month activities.
Our 3s and 4s had a visit to the Fire Department where they enjoyed seeing the pole the
Firemen use, where the fireman sleep and the puppet show. Later in the month,
we had a fire truck come to Noah’s Ark for our younger students – Thank you Heath
and Rick Phillips. We also practiced our Fire Drill at school.
Our 3s and 4s also loved their trip to the Pumpkin Patch. They had a story time and got
to choose a pumpkin to carve for their classroom and a small pumpkin to take home.
Noah’s Ark also enjoyed our Annual Halloween Parade with so many parents and friends
coming to watch! We enjoyed a group from Ashley House that came to enjoy our special
children all dressed up! The highlight of the day was “Trick or Treating” with the Church
Staff. Thank you for the treats!

Building a House of Worship was extremely important to King David, although
his son Solomon was the one that built the First Temple1. Fortunately, our God
is not limited within the four walls of a specific room built by human hands but
is just as present outside that room as He is inside. According to the Merriam
Webster dictionary, there are several definitions for the word Sanctuary. One
definition is “a place where someone or something is protected or given shelter” and another is “the room inside a church, synagogue, etc. where religious
services are held.”2 When discussing both our former and current sanctuaries,
both definitions are more than appropriate. Throughout the history of our congregation, there
have been several houses of worship that have been used as a gathering place for believers.
The first was originally referred to as “the Chapel,” and was originally the Presbyterian High
School building before 1850. In 1875, the Chapel was sold, and reports describe “a splendid
church building” was erected.3 Fortunately, God blessed our church in the years after 1875
through membership growth, and a congregational meeting discussing the need for a new
church building was held in April of 1896.4
By May of 1897, the congregation had raised $12,000 to pay for a new $15,000 sanctuary in house.5 The “splendid church building” was sold to the Grendel Mill Village, and our
former sanctuary was dedicated on November 19, 1899, serving our congregation until the
dedication of our current sanctuary in December of 1958. In the years since 1958, it has undergone renovations, and was renamed as Fellowship Hall, and is currently known as Alexander
Hall. The dedication service made the front cover of The Evening Index for the November 23,
1899, edition, and was an unforgettable moment in the history of our church. Other churches
in the area did not have services that Sunday, and it is estimated that 1,250 people turned out
to cram into the 1,000-max facility by packing chairs in the aisles and standing in the adjoining Sunday School rooms (this was long before fire codes were enforced) and was the largest
congregational gathering in the history of Greenwood at that time.6 “Joy to the World” was
the first hymn sung in the sanctuary and was accompanied by the new pipe organ that stood
immediately behind the pulpit and choir gallery. Rev. J. W. Moore, D. D. of the Union Theological Seminary delivered the dedicatory sermon, and his words then remind us why that day of
dedication is worth remembering today: “Every new church that is built for Christian worship
marks another step in the progress of the Kingdom of God.”
Fortunately, the beauty of our former sanctuary is just a shallow
attempt to model the depths of beauty in that Eternal Sanctuary
that we will one day sing everlasting praises in. While our former
sanctuary’s beauty and completion were celebrated on that November morning, that day only provides a brief grainy snippet of
the marvelous beauty and glory of the day when we will finally
enter our Eternal Sanctuary. While we await our arrival there, we
can preserve, appreciate, and treasure the memories of our former sanctuary. If anyone has
pictures of or special memories in our old sanctuary, please share them so that they can be
preserved and documented, by contacting Andrew Goforth at andrewgoforth1@gmail.com.
1
2
3
4
5
6

2 Samuel 2:7; 1 Kings 5:3
Merriam-Webster Dictionary, Sanctuary definitions 1 and 3.
The First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood, South Carolina, 1883-1958, page 32
Greenwood Daily-Journal, April 30, 1896, Page 3, accessed through Newspapers.com
Greenwood Daily-Journal, May 13, 1897, Page 2, accessed through Newspapers.com
The Evening Index, November 23, 1899, Page 1

DATES TO REMEMBER

Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.
Keep watch in the bulletin, next month’s Spire, and the Pastor’s Update
for more current information.
Sunday, October 31		
The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie preaching
				
Reformation Sunday
				
All Saints Day
							
Saturday, November 6		
Change clocks (Fall back one hour)
Sunday, November 7		
				
				

Communion during both services
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Kick-off
Stewardship Sunday

Tuesday, November 9		

Trinity Presbytery Quarterly Meeting

Sunday, November 14		
The Rev. Gordon Tubbs preaching
				Recognition of Veterans
				
Festiva (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)
Sunday, November 21		
				
				
				

Christ the King Sunday
Thornwell Offering accepted
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication (11:00 service)
Church Officer Meeting (6:00 pm, Alexander Hall/Zoom)

Monday, November 22

Community Thanksgiving Service (7:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Wednesday, November 24

Church offices close at noon

Thursday-Friday		
November 25-26		

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Church offices closed

Sunday, November 28		
				
				

First Sunday of Advent
Communion during early service
Hanging of the Greens (11:00)

Wednesday, December 1

Advent Festival (6:00 pm, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, December 5		
				

Second Sunday of Advent
Communion during both services

Wednesday, December 8

Caroling & Cocoa (6:00 pm)

Sunday, December 12		
				
				
				

Third Sunday of Advent
Communion during early service
Installation of New Officers (11:00)
Youth Leading Service (11:00)

Sunday, December 19th
				
				
				

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Communion during early service
Christmas Joy Offering accepted
Birthday Party for Jesus (10:00 am, Alexander Hall)

		

Palmetto Girls Sing Season 7!
Recently, many church members have inquired about Palmetto
Girls Sing!. We are so thankful for our First Presbyterian family! Here’s
what is new. We have extended our membership to 4th-12th grade!
We have two rehearsals on Monday evenings. 4:30-5:45 is for our
4th-6th grade singers and 6:00-7:00 is for our 7th-12th grade singers.
We have 52 girls total this year. We began rehearsals at the beginning of August, and we
plan to follow the Greenwood School District 50 school schedule as much as possible.
We are looking forward to public performances this year. Our first will be at the Community
Thanksgiving Service, here, at First Presbyterian Church on Monday, November 22. We will
also sing at the Hospice Festival of Trees on Saturday, December 4, and at the Connie Maxwell Christmas on December 4. Lastly, we will sing in our sanctuary on Monday, December
6 with the Greenwood Festival Chorale. Please come hear us! Our December 6 concert is
a fundraiser for a trip we will take in June 2022.
From June 24-28, 2022,Palmetto Girls Sing will travel to New Orleans to participate in the 31st
Crescent City Choral Festival. We are already preparing music for this event. We will study
with Cheryl Dupont, Director of the New Orleans Children’s Choir and Dr. Tom Shelton, composer and past president of the American Choral Directors’ Association. We will premier
a new piece composed for the Festival by Dr. Shelton. While in New Orleans, we will take
a dinner cruise on the Mississippi River and visit The Aquarium of the Americas. Lastly, we
will present a performance in a New Orleans cathedral with other choirs from around the
country.
The First Presbyterian Church Endowment granted a request to help with airfare for up to 35
singers. Thank you, Endowment! The trip will be very expensive. If you feel led to donate to
the trip or support PGS through a fundraiser, we would truly appreciate it.
Cindy and Jukie Leary are hosting a fall social for us, and we will end our semester with a
Christmas social at the train. We are blessed to have a wonderful group of singers, wonderful staff, wonderful music to sing, and the wonderful support of First Presbyterian Church.
***********************************************************************************************
Would you like to donate to Palmetto Girls Sing? This year, all PGS gifts will support our trip
to New Orleans. Any amount is so helpful! You may donate to a scholarship for a particular
girl, or make a trip to benefit all of the girls.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Gift Amount __________ Date_________
I would like my gift to benefit all girls participating in the New Orleans trip.___________
I would like my gift to help provide a scholarship. _____________

notes

2021-2022
SEASON

Youth Music (Sundays at 5 in the Choir Room)

We are exploring handbell ringing possibilities—group(s) that rehearse weekly (as any
other team would).
We are internalizing Bible texts relating to living without fear, rejoicing without sin, and
the many reasons to believe and trust God and His Word.

Children’s Music—SHinE (Wednesdays at 6 in the downstairs
multi-purpose room, Room B107)
We are preparing to sing for Hanging of the Greens on November 28th.

Chancel Bells

We are focusing on the basics of bell ringing (one in hand, and two in hand) as we nurture beginners into the “Fellowship of the Ring(er)s.”

Chancel Choir

Our Fellowship grows stronger as we prepare to lead in worship each Sunday through
musical offerings for the Introit (Entrance of the Cross), Anthems, and by assisting our congregation in singing of hymns and responses.
We will be singing (along with 1st Baptist, Main Street Methodist, Immanuel Lutheran, Rock Presbyterian, and the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection) for the Community
Thanksgiving Service on Monday, November 22 at 7 p.m. held this year here at First Presbyterian.

Handbell Positions open.

Ringing bells your thing? Learning to ring an aspiration?
We have 1 position open in Chancel Bells, in the treble clef
(smaller bells, easy on the wrists). A basic knowledge of
music reading, and ability to count to 6.
Rehearsals are Sundays from 4-5 in Rm #125. We lead in
worship about once a month.
Contact steve@firstgreenwood.com for more info!

Sunday,		
October 24		
4:00 pm		
			

Ethan Flowe, Pianist
Our very own Ethan Flowe will delight and inspire us with his titled performace
“Unquiet.” It has been quite a few years since Ethan has performed in his home 		
church. It is sure to be a very special and memorable experience.

Sunday		 Catie Moyer, Organist
November 14
Catie’s program features global childhood stories introduced by a narrator (her mother)
4:00 pm 		
and Catie performing musical settings of the stories on the organ.
Sunday		 Lander Department of Music Honors Recital
January 30		
The Lander University Department of Music presents performances by its finest
4:00 pm		
student musicians. The event will feature solo instrumentalists and vocalists as well
			
as chamber ensembles such as the Student Brass Quintet and Jazz Combo. We are
			
proud to showcase emerging young artists in what will be a varied and entertaining
			concert performance.
Sunday		
March 27		
4:00 pm 		
			
			
			

Seipp/Sheets Duo
The Seipp/Sheets Trumpet & Organ Duo is unlike any ensemble performing today.
Custom musical arrangements of virtuoso, beautiful, entertaining, humorous, and
patriotic selections enhance the exquisite blend of their instruments. Coupled visually
with specialized videos, Seipp and Sheets craft a unique and engaging concert
experience for all ages, creating an extraordinary connection with their audiences.

Late Spring		
Date TBA		
			
			
			

Americana by Greenwood Festival Chorale
In their annual celebration of music by American composers, Greenwood’s own
community chorale presents works by Moses Hogan, Z. Randall Stroop, Alan Menken,
and Mack Wilberg. Under the direction of Mr. Steven Skinner, the Chorale presents
diverse concerts to the community throughout the year.

MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2021-2022 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES
FRIEND: $50-$99 $______; SPONSOR: $100-$599 $______; PATRON: $500-$999 $_______; ANGEL: $1,000 + $_______
Name:___________________________________________
Mailing Address:___________________________________
City:__________________________ State:_____________
ZIP:___________ Telephone:________________________
Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office.
Your check payable to First Presbyterian Church
is tax deductible.
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