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“Children are to be seen and not heard” 

Children in the Roman Empire 
At the time of Jesus’ life, Infanticide was common. 
Abandonment was common. That's because children were 
property, no different than slaves.  

But Jesus stood up for children, cared about them, 
when those around him typically didn't. 

 

Mark 9 (CEV) 
36 Jesus had a child stand near him. He put his arm around the 

child and said, 37 “When you welcome even a child because of me, 
you welcome me. And when you welcome me, you welcome the one 
who sent me.” 

 
It poses the question, what is it about a child that Jesus is drawn 
to and lifts up? 

 
Little Sunshine 

—Retold by Etta Austin Blaisdell and Mary Frances Blaisdell 
Once there was a little girl named Elsa. She had 
a very old grandmother, with white hair, and 
wrinkles all over her face. 
Elsa’s father had a large house that stood on a hill. 
Each day the sun peeped in at the south 
windows. It made everything look bright and 
beautiful. 
The grandmother lived on the north side of the 
house. The sun never came to her room. 
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One day Elsa said to her father, “Why doesn’t 
the sun peep into Grandma’s room? I know she 
would like to have him.” 
“The sun cannot look in at the north windows,” 
said her father. 
“Then let us turn the house around, Papa.” 
“It is much too large for that,” said her father. 
“Will Grandma never have any sunshine in her 
room?” asked Elsa. 
“Of course not, my child, unless you can carry 
some to her.” 
After that Elsa tried and tried to think how she 
could carry the sunshine to her grandmother. 
When she played in the fields, she saw the grass 
and the flowers nodding their heads. The birds 
sang sweetly as they flew from tree to tree. 
Everything seemed to say, “We love the sun. We 
love the bright, warm sun.” 
“Grandma would love it, too,” thought the child. 
“I must take some to her.” 
When she was in the garden one morning she 
felt the sun’s warm rays in her golden hair. Then 
she sat down and she saw them in her lap. 
“I will take them in my dress,” she thought, “and 
carry them to Grandma’s room.” So she jumped 
up and ran into the house. 
“Look, Grandma, look! I have some sunshine for 
you,” she cried. And she opened her dress, but 
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there was not a ray to be seen. 
“It peeps out of your eyes, my child,” said her 
grandmother,“ and it shines in your sunny, 
golden hair. I do not need the sun when I have 
you with me.” 
Elsa did not understand how the sun could peep 
out of her eyes. But she was glad to make her 
dear grandmother happy. 
Every morning she played in the garden. Then 
she ran to her grandmother’s room to carry the 
sunshine in her eyes and hair. 
 

What is it about a child that Jesus is drawn to and lifts up? 
• A pure, beautiful faith 
• Loves unconditionally 
• Every day is an exciting new adventure 
• Dreams come true 
• Imagination is more fun than reality 
• Laughter is so much better than serious 
• When you are scared, a warm hug can fix everything 
• Children are small, and often overlooked.  

37 “When you welcome even a child 
παιδίον [paidion /pahee·dee·on 
 “Little child” 

Jesus is saying that who you need to pay 
attention to are the “little ones”. 
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Matthew 25:40 (NRSV) — 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.’  

 

Matthew 5:3–10 (NRSV)  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled.  
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God.  
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 

The Disciples have fallen into the “I’m Big Stuff” trap 
• I am more important than other people 
• I deserve everything good I get 
• As long as I get what I want, I am happy 
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Matthew 18:1–5 (NRSV)  

18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put 
among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me.  

 

Learn a Child’s Name – they can teach a lot 

1. Be Like a Child – stop thinking of yourself as “Big 
Stuff” 

2. Welcome the “little” 
 


