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  A Message From Our Pastor...

We are a busy generation. For most of us every minute of the day is filled with tasks to accomplish, 
problems to solve, people to meet, shows to watch, books to read, and the list goes on. As our coun-
try becomes ever more secular, we mostly concern ourselves with things that do not reflect on God 
in our life and world. In fact, I would say that our busyness rarely leaves us time to “reflect” at all. 
This treadmill of busy to-do lists leave us, at the end of day, exhausted and wondering what is the 
meaning of it all. That empty feeling is similar to the what King Solomon reflects upon in the book of 
Ecclesiastes. Here is a person who had everything our world aspires for: wealth, power, a big family, 
and good health. But when he looks at what he has, and has had, he sees the emptiness of his pur-
suit. Jesus later mirrors Solomon’s questions when he says, “What is it to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit your soul” (Mark 8:36)?  

Our busy lives and emptiness at the end of the day is nothing new. King Solomon preaches to an as-
sembly that our human nature has not advanced throughout the history of our existence. We remain 
broken and in search of answers in all the wrong places. Yet still we toil, still we follow after empty 
pursuits, and still we place the one source of fulfillment (God) as our last priority.  

Your church family relishes putting together programs and ministries to help you and your family on 
your journey and strengthen your faith, but, sadly, many do not take advantage of these resources for 
many reasons. We could chalk it up to COVID, but I believe we are faced with a far greater sickness. 
Could God be less of a priority in our lives than the other things onschedule. I believe we are tempted 
daily to place our hope in other things, ultimately leading our hearts and humanity to destruction.  

“But God!”  

These are two of the most powerful words in all of the Bible. “But God…” When all hope seems lost 
in the Bible, “But God” has other plans. When we are at the end of our rope and cannot manage one 
more setback, “But God” makes a way in the desert. When statistics show a steep decline in church 
involvement across the US, “But God” is working to reach those who have forgotten Him. It is never 
too late. God always has a way. But we must turn back to Him and ask for His help. Your church is 
here to answer the call. We love you and hope to hear from or see you soon. 
             

         Blessings,

         Pastor Kyle



RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak 
Jack Kinback -- Wesley Commons Rehab
Bob todd -- SRH

Congratulations to The Rev. 
Gordon & Brett Tubbs on the 
birth of their son, Daniel Ray 
Tubbs, born September 23, 
2021.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are ex-
tended to the family of Lydia Wofford on her 
passing on August 29, 2021; to David Dees 
and his family on the passing of his brother, 
LaFon Dees of Shady Springs, GA, on Sep-
tember 6, 2021; to Sharon Westbrook and her 
family on the passing of her husband, Jim, on 
September 15, 2021; and to Charles Ramey 
and his family on the passing of his moth-
er, Janet Ramey on September 16, 2021.  We 
share with them the joy of the promise of res-
urrection and eternal life.

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both 
services on October 3rd, World Communion Sun-
day.

Deadline for the November issue of The Spire is 
Monday, October 18th.

Office hours beginning September 7th:  Mon-
day-Thursday, 8-4 and Friday, 8-2.

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
This year’s Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

will be on October 10, 2021 (11:00 service only).  
If you would like to help organize, 
coordinate the day of the event, 

make shortbread cookies, 
or you just want to participate in all the action, 

please contact Tamara McLeod 
at tamara1701@wctel.net or 864-993-3527.  

Thank you!
We will not have a 9:00 service this Sunday.



TEAM MEETINGS
The Admin  Team will meet Thursday, October 14th, 
at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122).

The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Mon-
day, October 11th, at 5:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
October 10th, at 6:00 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Committed Prayers group will meet Monday, 
October 25th, at 5:30 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Diaconate will meet Sunday, October 17th, at 
5:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, Oc-
tober 10th, at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room 
(Room 110).

Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, October 12th, 
at 6:00 pm.  This meeting will be held virtually.

The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will 
Monday, October 25, at 10:00 am, in Alexander Hall.

The Session will meet Sunday, October 24th, at 5:00 
pm, in the Chapel.  The meeting will begin with hear-
ing the new officers’ faith statements.

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, October 12th, 
at 6:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122).  

Please note that the place, time, and date of these 
meetings are subject to change.

NEW OFFICER IMPORTANT DATES

Officer Training at 3:00 pm in the Henry Reyn-
olds Room (Room 110) on Sunday, October 3rd, 
10th, and 17th.

You will present your faith statements to the Ses-
sion on Sunday, October 24th, at 5:00 pm, in the 
Chapel.

You will be installed on Sunday, January 2nd, 
during the 11:00 service.

Please let us know if you are unable to attend any 
of these sessions.

Be sure to stop by the front office so that Lea can 
take your photo for the wall in the lobby.  Contact 
her at 864-229-5814 or office@first greenwood.
com to set up a time.  Will only take about 2 min-
utes.

Do you, your children, or 
youth have any games, 
shows, or special events 
coming up in October? 

Please let us know!



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry

In September, our children dove into the Noah’s Ark story!
Thank you to everyone who helped bring Noah’s Ark to life (especially 

The Greenwood Museum who gave us an awesome ark for the Noah’s Ark courtyard!)
For the months of August and September, we collected our offering with 

the Humane Society in mind since we were learning about creation and Noah’s Ark. 
We donated our offering of money as well as dog food and such. 

On October 31st, we will celebrate by having a doggie come visit us, and more!

Meet Callie Hite on October 31st!

In October, we are going to experience the story of the Great Family! 
Do you know who the Great Family might be? 



Wednesday Night Fellowship
Cost is $5 for children, $8 for youth and adults, Family cap of $22

Guests eat free on their first visit.

You need to make a reservation 
before each Monday at noon for that Wednesday.

You can do this by calling/emailing the church office, using the sign-up sheet in 
the lobby, or filling out a yellow card in the pew rack and putting it in with your 

offering each Sunday.

As always meals will include chicken nuggets as a “meat choice”, 
fruit, salad bar, dessert & tea. 

ALL kitchen volunteers wear mask & gloves. 
ALL food will be prepared in AH kitchen.

Due to “supply & demand” issues, some menu items are not available 
through our food service distributors.  Menus may change.

Any questions about the weekly menu, please call the church office.

October 6 – Italian Night (Spaghetti, Art, and maybe some Soccer!)

October 13 – Pork loin, sweet potatoes, English Pea casserole

October 20 – BBQ Chicken, brown rice, glazed carrots

October 27 – Fall Festival with Trunk or Treat 
Dinner will be Food Trucks -- all outdoors

5:30 dinner for all ages
6:00 programming for K4-adult 

(Nursery available for volunteers and participants)



Join us Wednesday evenings 
for our family programming.

5:30 – Dinner for everyone in AH
Children get to make their own choices for dinner.

Weekly choices: hot plate, chicken nuggets, salad bar, fruit.

6:00 – Programming for all ages (nursery available)
This month we will learn about how Jesus welcomed people 

and how we can also be welcoming.

SHinE Highlights from SeptemberSHinE Highlights from September



This one is just for our college students! 
We miss you, and we love you!

We want you to know you are still part of our church family 
no matter where you may be.

Excuses and Apologies

The customer is always right. Have you heard that before?
When someone wrongs you and makes excuses, 

how does that make you feel?
When someone wrongs you and apologizes, 

how does that make you feel?

Most people do not want to hear excuses alone when something goes wrong. 
A genuine apology reaches much further in smoothing over a difficult 

situation.  Gently admit when you’re wrong. It makes all the difference in 
the world.

A gentle answer turns away wrath,
But a harsh word stirs up anger.

         -  Proverbs 15:1

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or 
communion with God or, more commonly, 
with fellow Christians.

Community is important for our church 
family. K-Groups are a great way to make this happen. Contact Elise Collins 
or Libby Bell.



Sundays@10 for Adults!

Sojourners Class
Henry Reynolds Room 

(Room 110)

10/3 Holy Roar by Chris Tomlin and Darren Whitehead Jukie Leary 
10/10 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado – Kirkin’ Bob Roddey 
10/17 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado Lelion Elledge 
10/24 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado Philip Bell 
10/31 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado Brad Christie 

 

 

 

 

 

10/3 Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine David Gardner 
10/10 Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – Kirkin’ Luke and Carson 

Penney 
10/17 Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine Brad Christie  
10/24 If by Mark Batterson Kirstin Sherrer 
10/31 If by Mark Batterson Christopher Collins 

 

10/3 Holy Roar by Chris Tomlin and Darren Whitehead Jukie Leary 
10/10 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado – Kirkin’ Bob Roddey 
10/17 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado Lelion Elledge 
10/24 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado Philip Bell 
10/31 Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado Brad Christie 

 

 

 

 

 

10/3 Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine David Gardner 
10/10 Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – Kirkin’ Luke and Carson 

Penney 
10/17 Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine Brad Christie  
10/24 If by Mark Batterson Kirstin Sherrer 
10/31 If by Mark Batterson Christopher Collins 

 

FISH 
(Fellowship In Service to Him)

New FISH classroom 
(Room 205 across from kitchen)



First Presbyterian wants to support and encourage marriages 
(and blossoming relationships).

Join us for a Monthly Date Night!
All ages encouraged!

For a hot date, some grown-up conversation, folding laundry, a quiet walk, 
or a peaceful trip to the grocery store?

October 17th 
6:00 – 7:30 P. M.

RSVP to participate.
Complimentary childcare available @ FPC

when you RSVP before Thursday.
Monthly challenges offered.

Try praying this scripture together (super-mega-challenge – do it daily):
Love is patient, love is kind. 

It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, 

it keeps no record of wrongs.
        _   1 Corinthians 13:4-5

We want all ages so that we can match mentor couples 
and offer doable date opportunities for those who are interesed.

October 17th 
6:00 – 7:30 P. M.



For Littles What’s new in the library? 

A book about loss.

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, divorcees, and widows/widowers.
When you do something wrong (and we all do!), what is your response?

Do you make excuses or apologies?
Imagine you are at a restaurant and your order is wrong. 

Do you want excuses or apologies?
Think about how you like to be responded to.

Now think about how you respond.
Often times an apology will keep relationships healthy; whereas excuses alone will not.

Share your thoughts with your spouse, child(ren) or a friend.

New Library Resources



Children’s Communion 
Class

Each year we offer a communion class 
and a worship class for children around 

the age of first grade.

This year, we combined those classes 
teaching our children about what 

communion is all about and what it means 
to be part of big church.

These children will be recognized on 
World Communion Sunday:

Mills Anderson, Maggie Hammett, 
Baxter Penney, and Bryson Willard.

Holden Epps, Ellie LaForge, Will Pinson, 
and Mary Pinson not pictured.

Even Grown Ups Should 
Apologize When (not if) 

They’re Wrong
Let’s face it – we all mess up as parents.

Saying you’re sorry or not saying you’re sorry 
teaches lifelong lessons. So, one of the biggest 
things we can teach our children is how to 
apologize well.

That means we grown-ups need to genuinely say we’re sorry when we mess up. This shows our 
children what a good apology looks and feels like (hopefully).

• Acknowledge your wrong and the feelings your child has in response.
• Mean it when you say the words, “I’m sorry.” 
• Excuses can accompany, but not replace an apology.
• Make the effort for it not to happen again.

             Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.   
         - Proverbs 22:6



Wednesday, October 27
5:30 – 7:00 P. M. 

Story Time
Trunk-or-Treat 

Food
Games, Music, & More

“Canned food drive” for the Food Bank.

Festivities will be held in the front parking lot.
Families, please park in the back parking lot.

We need trunks! Please contact Gordon.
Candy donations welcome!



Are you feeling a little dried up after months of quarantine?

Get ready to rattle those dry bones as we celebrate God 
breathing new life into us!

Come be rejuvenated, refreshed, and invigorated . . .

When Life Is Good Again! Women’s Intreat
Sunday 10/24/21

Join us for a light lunch and really, good fellowship
Alexander Hall

Noon

Lunch: Soup, salad, & dessert for $10.
RSVP to the church office by 10/19/21

Pay ahead or at the door.



Camp Fellowship Highlights



    YOUTH NEWS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 

Hannah Carter (21st),
Blu Beckham (23rd),

Annabelle McClendon (23rd),
Sudie Clem (27th),
Rilee James (28th),

and Ladson Beckham (30th)!

Our sermon series and Wednesday 
Night themes will all revolve around 
hospitality and welcoming others!

Here are some practical ideas for us:
•  Smile, smile, smile! It’s contagious 

and makes people feel better, 
both the giver and the receiver.

•  Who have you missed seeing at church? 
Check on them via card, call, text, or email.

•  Have you heard of someone who is having a hard time? 
Send them a card, ask how they’re doing, offer to run an errand for them. 

Let the church know, so we can reach out as well.

•  See somebody new at church or someone you’ve seen before 
but don’t know or remember their name? Introduce yourself 

and let them know you’re glad they’re here!

•  Learn the names of our youth and children. 
Tell them hi and ask about their week.

•  Learn the name of someone new and use it every time you see them.

•  Invite someone to lunch after church!

Meet Daniel Ray Tubbs
born September 23, 2021



PW NEWS
Our Presbyterian Women activities have begun again with the first 
meeting of the Coordinating Team, and September meetings of 
each circle already behind us.  I know the new study guide What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me is going to be inspirational and informative, and hopefully 
will lead to some lively interactive discussions at each circle meeting. 

Rebecca Wise has let us know that the CD study guide has finally arrived and will 
be available to all circle.  It is in the file cabinet top drawer in the library.  Please 
check it out and mark your name off when it is returned.  

Linda Stevens, Historian, has complied a beautiful history photo book from activ-
ities of the PW and each circle.  The book is in the lobby for everyone to enjoy.  
Take a few minutes to review the pictures and spend a while remembering fun 
times of the past year.  Many thanks to Linda for such a treasure of PW memories.  

We thank the circles that provided meals each Thursday during the month of Sep-
tember for the Greenwood United Ministry volunteer staff.  I know these were ap-
preciated.

Have any of you heard of CHOP?  This stands for Community Hour of Prayer which 
is held on the first Wednesday of each month outside at Howard’s on Main at 7:00 
AM. Everyone is invited to come and pray for our families, friends, and the entire 
community.

Please remember the Day of Prayer for the World presented by the Greenwood 
Council of Church Women.  It is to be held at Wesley Commons on November 5, 
2021 at 12:15 pm.  This is a worship and prayer program with the emphasis this year 
on “Homeless Children in Greenwood.”  Everyone is welcome!

Dates to Remember:
CT MEETING - MONDAY OCTOBER 25, 2021 @ 10:00 AM IN ALEXANDER HALL

INTREAT AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN – OCTOBER 24TH, NOON IN ALEXANDER HALL
JOINT WOMEN’S DINNER @ FIRST PRESBYTERIAN – JANUARY 20, 2022

RETREAT AT WILLIAM BLACK LODGE, MONTREAT, NC JANUARY 28-30 2022

Janice Elliott, Moderator
Coordinating Team



Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, October 5th, at 10:30 am, at Wesley Commons.  
 Contact Jean Mabe 223-6413.  

Circle 2 will meet on Sunday, October 24th, at noon. Meet in Alexander Hall for the Women’s Intreat
 Contact Elise Collins 377-1408 or Amy Fennell 341-3244

Circle 3 will meet Monday, October 11th, at 10:30 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room (110).
 Contact Beverly Bowers 704-953-7953 or Glenda Davis 992-1981.

Circle 4 will meet Tuesday, October 4th, at 11:00 am, at Howard’s on Main. 
 Contact Carolyn Taylor 614-361-6814 or Lisa Yarbrough 313-5511.
  
Circle 5 will meet Tuesday, October 12th, at 12:30 pm, in Alexander Hall 
 and includes lunch & childcare.  
 Contact Samar Din 344-6663 or Melissa Maughon 483-2168

Circle 6 will meet Monday, October 4th, at 7:00 pm in the Barksdale Room (122).
 Contact Jessica Willard (jesswillard81@gmail.com, 993-5980), 
 Nickie Murphy (famurphy01@aol.com, 205-317-5347), 
 or Tina Corley (tinacorley50@gmail.com) 229-6919

Circle 7 will meet Tuesday, October 5th, at 10:30 am at the home of Tamara McLeod.
 Contact Jill Koczwara 570-344-3192 or Becky Bryson 223-2998.

Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday, October 5th, at 11:30 am, in the Barksdale Room (122).
 Contact Scottie Jeffreys 229-7048 or Betty Williams 993-0466. 

LushAcres Farm at 
Thornwell Children’s Home

Fall Festival & Corn Maze
September 25 - November 6

Fridays and Saturdays
- 11am to Dark- 

Fall Festival activities include:
Mile Long Maze

Concessions
Hayrides

Bon Fires + S’mores
Mini Train
Corn Pit

Pumpkin Sales
Photo Area

Farmers Market

Tickets are $10 dollars for adults 
and all proceeds go directly to 

the children and families 
serveD at Thornwell. 

For more information, go to 
https://lushacresfarm.com/



From the Congregational 
Care Committee:  

There is a need for several additional 
members to serve in our Young Adult 
ministry.  With prayers, cards and 

small gifts, Secret Angels remind our 
college students throughout the year 

that they are very much a part of our 
church family.  

FUNERAL/MEMORIAL 
SERVICE PLANNING

Have you given any thought to pre-planning 
your funeral/memorial service and in doing so, 
giving yourself and your family peace of mind?  

We can help you with that.

  Pastor Kyle has developed a worksheet that will help 
you and your loved ones to be a little more prepared 

for when the time comes.  

What scripture would you like read at your service?  
What hymns would you like to be sung?  

There are several other questions that you may not 
think about that we will need to know.  This will not 

only help you and your family but it will aid us as well.

If you would like a copy of the Funeral/Memorial 
Worksheet, please contact the front office, 229-5814 or 

office@firstgreenwood.com

SESSION UPDATE
Below are some of the highlights from the August 
Stated meeting of the Session:
1.) Heard report on the Trinity Presbytery meeting 
held on August 24th.
2.) Brett Tubbs was accepted into membership by the 
Session.

Below are some of the highlights from the September 
Stated meeting of the Session:
1.) Approved the baptism of Barbara Mason “Bobbi” 
Peterson on December 19, 2021
2.) Approved the baptism of Graham Alexander Reyn-
olds on December 24, 2021 in a  private service.
3.) Approved Steve Skinner as Interim Organist.

There will also be an Open House with a hot dog lunch on 
Saturday, October 16th from 11am-1pm. Please RSVP.



ONLINE WORSHIP
There are several ways to view/listen

to Sunday’s service.  You can get to the 
live stream at https://firstgreenwood.

com/live-stream/.
You can listen to the sermon online.  
Just go to www.firstgreenwood.com. 

If you don’t have a computer, you can 
still “attend worship” from the comfort of 
your own home.  We can mail you a CD 

or a DVD along with the bulletin 
and transcript of the service.

Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor Update 
each week by email?  

If not, call the church office 
(229-5814) or send us an email 
to office@firstgreenwood.com.

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

The Rev. Dr. Kyle Hite
Senior Pastor

kyle@firstgreenwood.com

Lea Jones
Office Administrator

office@firstgreenwood.com

Nan Smith
Financial Administrator

finance@firstgreenwood.com

Elise Collins
Director of Christian Education

dce@firstgreenwood.com

The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie
Parish Associate
nbc@erskine.edu

Steve Skinner
Director of Music Ministries
steve@firstgreenwood.com

The Rev. Gordon Tubbs
Director of Youth Ministries
gordon@firstgreenwood.com

Al Mitchell
Building Superintendent
al@firstgreenwood.com

Kim Masters
Director of Noah’s Ark

noahsark@firstgreenwood.com

CHURCH INFORMATION
First Presbyterian Church

Mailing address: P. O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC  29648

Physical Address: 108 East Cambridge Ave.
Greenwood, SC  29646

www.firstgreenwood.com
864-229-5814

ARE YOU FRAZZLED?
Have you or someone you know been sick 

or hospitalized?
Are you or someone you know homebound?

Are you or someone you know completely 
frazzled?

Please let the church office know so that we can 
visit with you, offer home communion, pray for 
with you, or set you up with a Stephen Minister.  

We are here for you.

Feel free to contact the front office 
or one of our ministers.



SPECIAL SERVICES
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Join us as we celebrate World Communion 
Sunday on October 3rd. Our international 

flags will be hung in the sanctuary, 
five children who have particiated in their 

“First Communion” class will be recognized, 
and we will rejoice in our cultures, 
languages, and our differences.

KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS SERVICE
On October 10th during the 11:00 service, we will have 

our annual Kirkin’ o‘ the Tartans Service. 
We are planning on this being the complete service 

with the full Palmetto Pipes & Drums band, 
processional, and all of the tartans.

No 9:00 service.

Join us October 17th, as celebrate 
our children as they participate in 

the worship service.

ALL SAINTS DAY
All Saints Day is October 31st.  

We will pay our respects to our church’s 
saints who have gone on this past year.



STEPHEN MOMENT...
OCTOBER 2021

James 1: 19  

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath.”

James gives us advice about so many important ways to communicate.  I have found that concen-
trating on listening is one of the greatest gifts that God gives us.  During our Stephen Ministry 
training and follow-up sessions, we practiced good listening skills.  It was hard for me at first to 
wait to speak and not interrupt.  Slowly but surely these habits have become part of who I am. 
Of course, there are many occasions that I have to correct myself! It is truly amazing how much 
more you hear when you truly listen instead of thinking about what you will say while the other 
person is talking.

Listening is caring.  God is the greatest listener. Revelation 3:20 says, “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.”  There is a famous image depicting Jesus knocking on a door.  We only have 
to open the door to receive his message.

Other verses about listening come from many places in the Bible:

    Proverbs 18:15 “The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh
    Knowledge.”

    John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”

Let us pray.  Dear Lord, continue to teach us to listen to your voice and to the voices of our loved 
ones.  Help us to be open to the future with our trust in you.  Keep us safe during these times of 
uncertainty. Give us confidence in your plans for all of us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.



News from Noah’s Ark
WOW! Our Noah’s Ark classrooms have been bustling with excitement and learning!

Our babies and one year olds have settled in and LOVE taking strolls and playing out-
side. The two year olds have had fun learning the names of their friends, singing new 
songs, discovering their favorite apples, and making apple prints. Our three-year-old 

students have been learning that “God Made the Animals” and the story of Noah’s Ark. 
Our four-year-old classes focused on the story of Abraham.  All of our children enjoy 
our weekly Spanish, Creative Movement, and Music classes. Our three- and four-year-
old children have enjoyed their weekly Chapel visits. Everyone is looking forward to 

many activities in October with fall leaves and pumpkins. Our three- and four-year-old 
classes are looking forward to their annual visit the Pumpkin Patch, and their visit to 

the Fire Department as we also observe Fire Safety Month. 
 October - Fruit of the Spirit - Kindness      Bible Thought - “Help One Another” 

Thank You 

A big thank you to Heath and Rick Phillips 
and Nak Amiri for helping our students 
“beat the heat” by bringing the Fire Truck 

to our playground for a water day. 
The children enjoyed being “sprayed” 

with the water hoses!  

 Thank you for your help with 
our “Wish List” again this year. 
Our Preschool has many items we 
still “wish” to have. If you missed 
the Wish List displayed on the 

“Ark”, please contact Kim Masters 
at 229-0902 if you are willing to 

help.  During the school year, 
we use so many supplies and 
materials, your help is going 

to ease the strain of the expense 
of purchasing these items. 

Thank you again for your continued 
support of our ministry



Church History for the Month: Reformation, Presbyterianism, and Scotland
by Andrew Goforth

 On October 31, 1517, a professor at the University of Wittenberg in Germany, sent nine-
ty-five disagreements he had with the Roman Catholic Church to his Archbishop1. Through this 
professor, Martin Luther, God developed a series of corrections throughout the Church that had 
begun to fall astray. Although October 31st may be overshadowed by a more popular secular 
holiday today, it remains a very important date in the history of the global Church. Developing 
on Luther’s ideas, many reformers sought to guide the Church back to a more Biblical empha-
sis. Five developments in Protestant theology were the very backbone of the Reformation, all of 
which still guide our sense of theology to this very day: Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone), Sola 
Fide (by faith alone), Sola Gratia (by grace alone), Solus Christus (through Christ alone), and 
Soli Deo Gloria (glory to God alone).
 During this month of October, I want to emphasize Sola Scriptura. The development of 
the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg allowed mass production of Bibles, allowing many 
of the more common (non-priests) access to God’s Word. This access in a language known by 
the common people was essential in the Sola Scriptura doctrine. Luther translated the Bible 
from Latin into German so that the common people could encounter God in His word through 
their native language. Despite access to God’s Word being much better than it had been, it was 
nowhere near what it is like today. Although our church is blessed to provide Bibles in the back 
of every pew, many communities in early 17th century Scotland only had one copy of the Holy 
Scripture, and a majority of these community Bibles were still hand-copied at best. The Beadle 
was the individual responsible for the safekeeping of the Community Bible, as well as bringing 
it to every worship service, in addition to opening the community church and summoning the 
community to worship. Because of his historical importance to the worship of God, the Beadle 
should inspire us to further value and use those Bibles that are within arm’s reach every Sun-
day morning. 
 This month, our church will also celebrate the Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans worship service, a 
service that focuses on our Scottish heritage as Presbyterians. The Reformer John Knox, de-
veloping on fellow reformer John Calvin’s teachings in Geneva, had a profound impact on the 
development of the Protestant Church of Scotland. On August 1, 1560, the Scottish Parliament 
summoned Knox along with four other men to write a new confession of faith for the Scottish 
Kirk (Church). Four days later, the Scottish parliament passed the Scot’s Confession, which be-
came a foundational document under the authority of the Bible in the Church of Scotland. Years 
later, after a long conflict between the English crown and the Church of Scotland, many Scots 
began to leave Scotland and settled in North America seeking religious freedom. Modeling their 
churches after those back in Scotland, these early colonial churches further developed into the 
Presbyterian church we know today. 
 This month, when the children feast on Halloween candy, let us also feast on the sweet 
bread of life that nourishes the soul found in the Bible, not just on Reformation Day, but every 
day as well. During our Kirkin’ service let us be especially mindful of blessings we may other-
wise take for granted, such as access to God’s Word, when we see the Beadle ceremoniously 
carry the Bible into worship. As we read our Bible, let us be always mindful that our salvation 
was through Christ alone, and in response, that the glory goes to God alone. Finally, even when 
the Church has been through many dangers, toils, and snares, whether hundreds of years ago 
or this very day, even when we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun2. 

  1Penguin Classics, Martin Luther: The Ninety-Five Theses and Other Writings, Pg. 1
  2Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 649, Verse 3, 5



DATES TO REMEMBER
Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.  

Keep watch in the bulletin, next month’s Spire, and the Pastor’s Update 
for more current information.

Sunday, October 3  Communion during both services
    World Communion Sunday with recognition of communicants class
    Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 10  Kirkin’ of the Tartans Service (11:00 am, Sanctuary)
    No 9:00 service
    Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 17  Children’s Sabbath Sunday
    Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)
    Diaconate (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 24  Women’s Intreat and Luncheon (Noon - 3:00pm, Alexander Hall)
    Festiva with Ethan Flowe (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)
    Session (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Wednesday, October 27 Fall Festival with “Trunk or Treat” (5:30)

Sunday, October 31  Reformation Sunday
    All Saints Day
    
Saturday, November 6  Change clocks (Fall back one hour)

Sunday, November 7  Communion during both services
    Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Kick-off
    Stewardship Sunday

Tuesday, November 9  Trinity Presbytery Quarterly Meeting

Sunday, November 14  The Rev. Gordon Tubbs preaching
    Recognition of Veterans
    Festiva (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)

Sunday, November 21  Christ the King Sunday
    Thornwell Offering accepted
    Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication (11:00 service)
    Church Officer Dinner & Meeting (6:00 pm, Alexander Hall)

Wednesday, November 24 Church offices close at noon

Thursday-Friday  HAPPY THANKSGIVING
November 25-26  Church offices closed

Sunday, November 28  First Sunday of Advent
    Communion during early service
    Hanging of the Greens (11:00)
  



Become a Patron of Palmetto Girls Sing!
If you would like to become a patron of Palmetto Girls Sing!, please return this form to our 
church office.  Checks may be made to First Presbyterian Church with Palmetto Girls Sing! in 
the “For” line.  

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC 29648

Name (as you would like it listed in our program)__________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address__________________________________________________________________________  

Level of Giving:   ___ $0-49  Quarter Note   ___$50-99  Whole Note  
     
___$100-$250  Treble Clef  ___$250-$499  Grand Staff ___$500 & Above  Major Scale

Palmetto Girls Sing

Palmetto Girls Sing! is a girls’ choir that serves girls in grades 
4-8 in Greenwood, SC and its surrounding areas. Palmetto 
Girls Sing! seeks to enrich the lives of girls through diverse 
and high quality choral music. An emphasis is placed on 
the joy of singing and its importance in our world.  Palmetto Girls Sing! offers girls 
opportunities for personal, social, spiritual, and artistic growth as the girls learn 
vocal technique, vocal health, music reading, and performance skills.  Palmet-
to Girls Sing! presents its music, both sacred and secular, to the glory of God.  
As an outreach of First Presbyterian Church, Palmetto Girls Sing! is a non-profit 
organization.  



notes
Myth-Busters!!

Myth #1–you need to have a “good” voice to sing in a choir.
Actually, the best choirs are made up of average people who have learned to sing together. A few 
“good” voices may help, but the impact of a choir comes NOT from the super vocalists, but from 
the team that has coalesced around vowels, pitch, and phrase—skills that most anyone can ac-
quire.

Myth #2–“I don’t have time.”  You have time for anything you deem important. Sports, dance and 
drama (and play) are good things, but do they become idols by taking the place of higher and 
more important things? I’m not talking about homework here—as important as academics are, 
they are only a means to an end. Are we aligning our priorities with God’s priorities?   Can we im-
prove? Definitely!!!

God’s priorities:
 Worship Him in word and deed. This includes learning the skills of reading, singing, and 
using spiritual gifts (every Christian has at least one!)
 Enjoy fellowship with Him and others.
 Don’t confuse the priorities of one over the other.

The result of chasing our own priorities is drudgery and slavery. The result of following Christ is 
ALWAYS freedom, joy, and significance!! 

Children’s Music (SHinE!) Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.

Youth Music   Sundays 5-6 p.m. (Youth group and meal 6-8)

Handbell Positions open.
Ringing bells your thing? Learning to ring an aspiration?

We have 1 position open in Chancel Bells, in the treble clef 
(smaller bells, easy on the wrists). A basic knowledge of 
music reading, and ability to count to 6.

Rehearsals are Sundays from 4-5 in Rm #125. We lead in 
worship about once a month.

Contact steve@firstgreenwood for more info!



MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2021-2022 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES

     FRIEND:  $50-$99 $______;  SPONSOR:  $100-$599 $______;  PATRON:  $500-$999 $_______;  ANGEL:  $1,000 + $_______

    Name:___________________________________________
    Mailing Address:___________________________________
    City:__________________________  State:_____________
    ZIP:___________  Telephone:________________________
    Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office.

Your check payable to First Presbyterian Church
is tax deductible.

2021-2022
SEASON

Sunday,  Ethan Flowe, Pianist
October 24  Our very own Ethan Flowe will delight and inspire us with his titled performace
4:00 pm  “Unquiet.”  It has been quite a few years since Ethan has performed in his home   
   church.  It is sure to be a very special and memorable experience.

Sunday  Catie Moyer, Organist
November 14 Catie’s program features global childhood stories introduced by a narrator (her mother)
4:00 pm   and Catie performing musical settings of the stories on the organ.

Sunday  Lander Department of Music Honors Recital
January 30  The Lander University Department of Music presents performances by its finest 
4:00 pm  student musicians. The event will feature solo instrumentalists and vocalists as well  
   as chamber ensembles such as the Student Brass Quintet and Jazz Combo. We are  
   proud to showcase emerging young artists in what will be a varied and entertaining  
   concert performance.

Sunday  Seipp/Sheets Duo
March 27  The Seipp/Sheets Trumpet & Organ Duo is unlike any ensemble performing today. 
4:00 pm   Custom musical arrangements of virtuoso, beautiful, entertaining, humorous, and 
   patriotic selections enhance the exquisite blend of their instruments. Coupled visually  
   with specialized videos, Seipp and Sheets craft a unique and engaging concert 
   experience for all ages, creating an extraordinary connection with their audiences. 

Late Spring  Americana by Greenwood Festival Chorale
Date TBA  In their annual celebration of music by American composers, Greenwood’s own 
   community chorale presents works by Moses Hogan, Z. Randall Stroop, Alan Menken,  
   and Mack Wilberg.  Under the direction of Mr. Steven Skinner, the Chorale presents  
   diverse concerts to the community throughout the year. 
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