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A Message From Our Pastor...
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4, ESV)
James, considered by some scholars to be the brother of Jesus himself, knows the meaning of trials.
He has seen his brother face the atrocities of false accusations and an excruciating death. He now
leads new disciples along the Christian path and is quite frank with the inevitable struggles ahead.
But, his advice takes an unusual turn. Rather than instruction on how to hunker down and endure,
James says “count it all joy.” His unusual approach to the struggles in our lives leave us scratching
our head. Basically, he says “don’t lament or get down because the struggles before you are hard.
Celebrate!” More specifically, he says “when you meet trials.” The word translated as “meet” in the
English Standard Version is also translated as encounter, come at you, face, come your way, and fall
into, in other versions. It comes from the Greek word peripipto, which most accurately suggests an
unwelcome and unanticipated experience. It is the same word Jesus uses when he tells the story of
the good Samaritan, as the man “fell into the hands of” robbers (Luke 10:30). The reason this is an
important detail is because we can all relate to an unwelcome trial.
As cases of COVID rise in our community, we “encounter” an “unwanted” trial. I do not know anyone
who is excited about the possibility of wearing masks everywhere again. The fear is that more restrictions are also on the horizon. We thought we were past this. We thought we could move forward. It
feels like we are moving backward rather than ahead. No one ever wants to take a step back into a
trial that was supposedly behind us.
James may say to us, “Count it all joy…and let steadfastness have its full effect” (verse 4). What he
means by this is we have some growth, maturity, and wisdom ahead of us. We have more to learn
and when we get to the other side of this and any trial, we will be better for it. Right now it is painful
to pull those masks back out and practice caution when we gather, but James may encourage us to
look up. Better days are ahead. Even though we may have a brief setback, God will bring us through.
There is no need to fear, let joy reign. Even if we cannot see it behind your mask.
													
									Blessings,
									Pastor Kyle

Other Items of Interest

RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak -- GRRH
Jack Kinback -- Wesley Commons Rehab
Jim Westbrook -- SRH
Kay Post

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both
services on September 5th.
Deadline for the October issue of The Spire is
Monday, September 20th.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are
extended to Mark Williams and his family on
the passing of his mother, Maureen Williams,
of Toledo, OH, on August 15, 2021; and to
Kirk Husser and his family on the passing of
his father, Roy Husser, on August 21, 2021.
We share with them the joy of the promise of
resurrection and eternal life.

Office hours beginning September 7th:
day-Thursday, 8-4 and Friday, 8-2.

Mon-

The church office will be closed Monday, September 6th in observance of Labor Day.
On Sunday, September 19th, at 10:40 in the Sanctuary, we will hold a Congregational Meeting to Elect
Officers.

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

TEAM MEETINGS

The Rev. Dr. Kyle Hite
Senior Pastor
kyle@firstgreenwood.com

The Admin Team will meet Thursday, September
9th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122).

Lea Jones
Office Administrator
office@firstgreenwood.com
Nan Smith
Financial Administrator
finance@firstgreenwood.com
Elise Collins
Director of Christian Education
dce@firstgreenwood.com
The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie
Parish Associate
nbc@erskine.edu
Steve Skinner
Director of Music Ministries
steve@firstgreenwood.com
The Rev. Gordon Tubbs
Director of Youth Ministries
gordon@firstgreenwood.com

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans

This year’s Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
will be October 10, 2021.
If you would like to help organize,
coordinate the day of the event,
make shortbread cookies,
or you just want to participate in all the action,
please contact Tamara McLeod
at tamara1701@wctel.net or 864-993-3527.
Thank you!

Al Mitchell
Building Superintendent
al@firstgreenwood.com
Kim Masters
Director of Noah’s Ark
noahsark@firstgreenwood.com
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The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,
September 13th, at 5:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room
(Room 122).
The Committed Prayers group will meet Monday,
September 27th, at 5:30 pm, in the Barksdale Room
(Room 122).
The Endowment will meet Monday, September 13th,
at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).
The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday,
September 12th, at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds
Room (Room 110).
Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, September
14th, at 6:00 pm. This meeting will be held virtually.
The Session will meet Sunday, September 26th, at
5:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).
Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, September
14th, at 6:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122).
The Visitation Team will meet Thursday, September
9th, at 11:00 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room
110).
Please note that the time and date of these meetings
are subject to change.

Not able to attend Sunday mornings?
You can look at the bulletin and listen to
the sermon online. Just go to www.firstgreenwood.com. Another option is to call
the church office and request you be added to the list to receive a CD and/or bulletin in the mail.
Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor update each
week by email? If not, call the church office (229-5814) or send us an email to office@firstgreenwood.com.

FPC Family Ministry
Thank you for sharing your children with us!

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Family Night Kick-off
Cost is $5 for children, $8 for youth and adults, Family cap of $22
Guests eat free on their first visit.
You must make a reservation before each Monday at noon for that Wednesday.
You can do this by calling/emailing the church office, using the sign-up sheet in
the lobby, or filling out a yellow card in the pew rack and putting it in with your
offering each Sunday.
As always meals will include chicken nuggets as a “meat choice”,
fruit, salad bar, dessert & tea.
ALL kitchen volunteers to wear mask & gloves.
ALL food will be prepared in AH kitchen.
September 1st and September 29th
5:30 Family Dinner
6:00 Follow Me Intergenerational Program
Menu for September 1st: WELCOME BACK! Hamburgers and Hotdogs & ALL THE FIXINS
Menu for September 29th: Family Night: TACO BAR NIGHT

In August, our children dug into the Creation story!
Thank you to everyone who helped bring Creation to life by sharing shells,
skulls, megalodon teeth, butterfly charts, bird and snake posters, and so many
amazing items for our children to enjoy during SS this month.
In September, we are going to dive into the story of Noah’s Ark!
Do you have anything you would like to share with us for this story?
Please contact Elise or Phyllis Collins.

September 8th, 15th, and 22nd
5:30 dinner for all ages
6:00 programming for K4-adult
(Nursery available for volunteers and participants)
Menu for September 8th: Beef Stew over Rice, Pineapple Casserole, Biscuits
Menu for September 15th: COLD PLATE COMBO: Chicken Salad, Tuna Salad,
Fruit Salad, Pasta Salad, and Assorted Bread & Crackers
Menu for September 22nd: Fried Chicken, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,
Biscuits

This one is just for our college students!
We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know you are still part of our church family
no matter where you may be.

Unforgiveable
In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good
things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven.						
									- Matthew 5:16 (CEB)

Join us Wednesday evenings!
5:30 – Dinner for everyone in AH
6:00 – Programming for all ages (nursery available)
Register on Realm for infants through youth.
Children’s meals: $150 for September – May
payable on Realm or with Nan.
(No cost if you send your child’s lunchbox.)

Has someone done something that seems unforgiveable?
Have you done something that seems unforgiveable?
No. Nothing is unforgiveable.
It may seem difficult to forgive yourself or someone else, but it is possible.
“Failure to forgive is like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die.”
Don’t drink the poison – it only hurts you and makes things worse.
Entrust God with your pain and suffering.
Let his unconditional love wash over you.
Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other,
for love covers a multitude of sins. 					
				
- 1 Peter 4:8

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or
communion with God or, more commonly,
with fellow Christians.
Even in times of physical distancing, we can
still reach out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Have you
checked in on your group? Do you have a group? Are you willing to host one
gathering at your home or the place of your choosing? Contact Elise Collins
or Libby Bell.

Adult Sunday School is Back!

Sojourners Class
Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110)
Sept. 5th--Holy Roar by Chris Tomlin and Darren
Whitehead--Philip Bell
Sept. 12th--Camp Fellowship
Sept. 19th--Holy Roar by Chris Tomlin and Darren
Whitehead-- Lelion Elledge
Sept. 26th--Holy Roar by Chris Tomlin and Darren
Whitehead--Jukie Leary
FISH (Fellowship In Service to Him)
new FISH classroom (#205 across from kitchen)
Sept. 5th--Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine--David Gardner
Sept. 12th--Camp Fellowship
Sept. 19th--Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine--Brian and Kim
Purcell
Sept. 26th--Short Stories By Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine--Kirstin Sherrer

Benefit or Burden?

When you serve or volunteer, is it a blessing or a burden?
Sometimes we serve because we feel like we should. It’s the right thing to do,
but we don’t always have a cheerful heart about it. Have you considered that maybe
you’re just not serving in the right place?
There are so many ways we can serve our good God. Has he called you to where
you serve now or did you just fall there? Were you called at one time,
but have continued whether the call is current or not?
Take some time to think and pray. Talk to God. Where does he want you?
Probably not where you are if you feel drudgery rather than joy,
burden rather than blessing.
True service blesses our hearts. If you’re in the right place, you’ll feel like
you are being more blessed in serving than others are by your service.
Have you felt that? Do you want to?
Trade your burden for blessing. Explore your options for service.
Listen for God’s call.
We constantly have opportunities to serve: children’s helpers, youth helpers,
women’s fellowship, men’s fellowship, marriage mentoring, parenting mentor,
shut-in contacts, kitchen helper, meal provider, sorting/organizing,
library helper, flannelgraph layout helper, and so much more.
Is God tugging at your heartstrings? I hope so . . .

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, divorcees, and widows/widowers.
How did you handle forgiveness in your marriage?
For the big things and all the little things that drive/drove you crazy?
Did you ever share these with your spouse?
Did you ever ask what their experience was/is?
Take some time to think about these.
How does sharing forgiveness improve relationships?
Share this with your spouse, child(ren), or friends.

We are always looking for volunteers.
No skill necessary
except a big heart and time.

Monthly Date Night
*(Mostly) Third Sundays
from 6:00 – 8:00 P. M.
Register on Realm to participate.
Childcare available
via registration.
Monthly challenges offered.

September 19th
October 17th
November 21st
December 19th
January 16th
*February 13th
March 20th
*April 24th
May 15th

Children’s Communion Class

Would you like for your child
(typical of those children around first grade)
to learn about what makes communion so important?
Join us for this wonderful opportunity.
Tuesday, September 21 @ 5:30 in the lobby
We ask a parent to attend with your child.
Children will be participating in worship during
communion on World Communion Sunday, October 3,
@ the 10:00 service.
Please contact Elise at dce@firstgreenwood.com
if you are interested.

For Littles

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
								1 Corinthians 13:4-5

Parenting Tidbit

Learn your child’s love language. What
works for you may not speak to your
child.You can send them off to school
knowing they feel loved, and you can
receive them back at home with love.
This bookends their time at school
over which you have little control.
https://www.5lovelanguages.com/quizzes/love-language

Precious board book for littles.

Teen Circle (Circle 2)
September 19th
12:00 noon
in Alexander Hall
Bring $12 for lunch

What’s new in the library?

YOUTH NEWS
School is back in session so that means Youth Group
is too! We’ve been slowly easing into our normal
routine in August, but come September everything
you want is back on the menu. Want to learn more?
Check out our brand new webpage: https://firstgreenwood.com/ministries/youth/
Oh, what’s this QR code doing here? Use your phone’s camera app to open up the
webpage. Just pretend you’re taking a picture of the QR code and click on the message that pops up.

Women’s Intreat

Sunday 10/24/21
Join us for a light lunch and really good fellowship
Alexander Hall
Noon

If you’re one of our youth families, be sure to look for a refrigerator magnet with this
QR code that’s coming in the mail. We want to make sure you can find out any information you may need. Included on our webpage is pictures, a full calendar of everything happening through next summer, the schedule for our Sunday night curriculum,
and a bunch of sign-up links in case you want to volunteer for one of our events or
read my newsletter.
As always, if you want to receive our Remind notifications, please shoot me a text
(757-647-5232) so I can add you to our list.

Using Ezekiel 37:1-14, we are going to journey through our valleys
of dry bones and into the sweet refreshing Holy Spirit breathing life
into what once was dead!
Covid kept us confined and is still trying to limit us.
But we are not useless! We can move past imposed stagnation
into a life of action! How, you ask? Come join us!
Come feel refreshed, invigorated, and hopeful . . .
come experience when life is good again!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…
Tristan Ellis (1st),
Eleanor Din (3rd),
Emma Grace Phillips (4th)
Margaret Stevens (8th),
Emma Collins (9th),
Julia Goff (10th),
and Robbie Holmes (20th)!

PW NEWS

Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, September 7th, at 10:30 am, at Wesley Commons.
Contact Jean Mabe 223-6413.

WHAT IS A PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN?
God
•
•
•
•
•

borrows from many creatures to make a Presbyterian Woman.
God - takes the voice of a meadowlark
The stubbornness of a mule
The curiosity of a cat
The spryness of a grasshopper and
The strength of a pack horse - to create a Presbyterian Woman

A Presbyterian Woman can be found anywhere:
•
She can be found in the church choir
•
She’s often found in the church office and
•
On Sundays, she will be found in the Sunday School program.
•
She is also found in board rooms, behind a cash register
•
Or at a school P.T.O function
•
She quilts, bakes, knits and volunteers at the hospital
•
She even bowls!
A Presbyterian Woman is
•
Comfort with a casserole in her hand
•
She is service cleaning up after a luncheon
•
She is compassion with a pledge card in her purse.
•
She is friendship with a cheerful smile on her face and
•
She is very hungry for knowledge, armed with a Bible and a study book
Church Sessions include Presbyterian Women.
Church secretaries slave for them.
Husbands despair for them and
Heaven protects them.
A Presbyterian Woman is a dreamer and a worker, dreaming great dreams for her children, her
church and her country and she’s working to make those dreams come true. She’s a link with
the past, a powerful force in the present and an investment in the future.
From: Cornucopia of Prayer, Praise, Projects, Programs by Presbyterian Women of Presbytery of
Giddings
Next CT meeting is September 27th
Janice Elliott, Moderator

Circle 2 will meet on Sunday, September 19th, at noon. Meet in Alexander Hall.
Contact Elise Collins 377-1408 or Amy Fennell 341-3244
Circle 3 will meet Monday, September 13th, at 10:30 am, in Alexander Hall.
Contact Beverly Bowers 704-953-7953 or Glenda Davis 992-1981.
Circle 4 will meet Tuesday, September 7th, at 11:00 am, at Greenwood Country Club.
Contact Carolyn Taylor 614-361-6814 or Lisa Yarbrough 313-5511.
		
Circle 5 will meet Tuesday, September 7th, at 12:30 pm, in Alexander Hall
and includes lunch & childcare.
Contact Samar Din 344-6663 or Melissa Maughon 483-2168
Circle 6 will meet Monday, September 13th, at 7:00 pm in the Barksdale Room (122).
Contact Jessica Willard (jesswillard81@gmail.com, 993-5980),
Nickie Murphy (famurphy01@aol.com, 205-317-5347),
or Tina Corley (tinacorley50@gmail.com) 229-6919
Circle 7 will not meet this month.
Contact Jill Koczwara 570-344-3192 or Becky Bryson 223-2998.
Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday, September 7th, at 11:30 am, in the Barksdale Room (123).
Contact Scottie Jeffreys 229-7048 or Betty Williams 993-0466.

HEALTHY LEARNERS SPELLING BEES!

That’s right—There will be 2 adult spelling bees this
year to support Healthy Learners in Greenwood!
Given the success of last year’s virtual bee, Healthy
Learners has given teams the option of competing again
virtually (on September 21) or returning to an in-person bee at Emerald High School (on September
29). The First Presbyterian Church spelling team has opted to compete again this year virtually.

From the Congregational
Care Committee:

There is a need for several additional
members to serve in our Young Adult
ministry. With prayers, cards and
small gifts, Secret Angels remind our
college students throughout the year
that they are very much a part of our
church family.

ANNUAL CAMP FELLOWSHIP
SERVICE & LUNCH
Sunday, September 12th
11:00 service followed by lunch, fun,
and fellowship.
Families with last names A-L,
please bring a side.
Families with last names M-Z,

FPC took the second-place honor again last year, so we’re looking to bring home a 1st place win in
2021! We have some great spellers in the church, but the team always welcomes new members.
If you want to join the FPC adult spelling team, contact the church office or Brad Christie.
It doesn’t happen often, but if our team misspells a word, we can “buy it back” (until the final
round) for $20/word. FPC has a great track record of contributing generously to the buy-back
pool, all of which goes to Healthy Learners as part of our church contribution to this great cause.
Individuals, Sunday School classes, Circles—everyone—is encouraged to contribute. ALL spelling
bee proceeds go directly to Healthy Learners right here in Greenwood.
Again, the FPC team will compete virtually from the Barksdale Room on Tuesday, September 21,
at 5:30 pm.

please bring a dessert.
We will provide the fried chicken!
We will have the dunking booth and the
Challenger obstacle course again;

FUNERAL/MEMORIAL
SERVICE PLANNING

bring your bathing suits and boats

Have you given any thought to pre-planning
your funeral/memorial service and in doing so,
giving yourself and your family peace of mind?
We can help you with that.

9:00 Service will be in the Sanctuary.

Pastor Kyle has developed a worksheet that will help
you and your loved ones to be a little more prepared
for when the time comes.
What scripture would you like read at your service?
What hymns would you like to be sung?
There are several other questions that you may not
think about that we will need to know. This will not
only help you and your family but it will aid us as well.
If you would like a copy of the Funeral/Memorial
Worksheet, please contact the front office, 229-5814 or
office@firstgreenwood.com

and let’s have fun!
No Sunday School.

BOOKS & SPIRITS WELCOMES
READERS...AND TALKERS...AND EATERS...
Several years ago, the church redoubled efforts to reboot small study/service/
fellowship groups or to start new ones. Today, over six years later, the Books &
Spirits small group still gathers for good conversation over a good meal. Even
last year during pandemic protocols, Books & Spirits met several times on Dave
and Joyce Hyde’s spacious driveway!
Books & Spirits welcomes anyone who enjoys reading and talking about good books—the group has discussed over 40 books of all kinds, from spiritual classics to recent fiction.
But at least equally appealing to this faithful group is the fellowship, when everyone gathers at a local
restaurant (or driveway) to enjoy a meal and each other’s company. Group members come even when
they haven’t read the book being discussed!
Books & Spirits meets every 4-6 weeks, depending on the length of the book to be read and the flexibility
of participants’ schedules. The group will gather next on Friday, August 27, at the Stoney Point clubhouse at 6:00 pm. The book to be discussed is The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd. On October 1
the group will discuss Bryan Stephenson’s #1 NY Times bestseller, Just Mercy.
Come for the conversation. Come for the table fellowship. (Come for the spirits if you like
) Books &
Spirits welcomes anyone who likes to read or talk or eat—that includes pretty much everyone!

Church History for the Month: Dr. Alexander

News from Noah’s Ark
Wish List Tree
Our annual Back-to-School
“Wish List” can be found in the
main lobby of the Church.
Our Preschool has many items, we
would “wish” to have.
Please considering looking and
purchasing a small item from our
“Wish List” that will be displayed
on our “ARK.” During the school
year, we use so many supplies and
materials, and your help is going
to ease the strain of our expense
of purchasing these items.
If you have any questions, please
contact Kim at 864.229.0902.
Thank you again for your continued
support of our ministry.

Our students have gotten off to a
great start this school year!
We, without a doubt, have the
CUTEST and SMARTEST
student body in all of Greenwood
County! Everyone is getting used
to routines, procedures,
new friends, and new activities.
The faculty has been very busy
holding, hugging, rocking,
strolling, loving, and teaching
our precious children! We only
have two spots remaining in our
four-year-old classes.
Please continue to pray for our
children, their families, and our
Noah’s Ark Staff as we begin this
new school year.

A big thank you to the Noah’s Ark Board for their
continued support, ideas, and vision for Noah’s Ark
Preschool. We appreciate your time serving the children,
staff, and families of Noah’s Ark Preschool.

by Andrew Goforth

Although Robert Legette Alexander hasn’t been with us since his passing on December
22, 1998, the legacy and impact of his time and service for our country, church, and community will never be forgotten. On a mission to brighten others’ lives, Alexander promised to buy
you a Coke if you caught him without a smile. Born on October 7, 1902, in Perkinston, Mississippi to Thaddeus Flournoy and Elizabeth Bell Polk Alexander, he was a multi-sport athlete that
excelled in football, basketball, baseball, and track. One winter day during a return home from
Southwestern University, Alexander heard God calling him into the ministry. After a long day
delivering collected toys to the town’s disadvantaged children dressed as Santa Clause, he was
urged by his father to make one more delivery to a family whose little girl wouldn’t be able to
receive any gifts for Christmas that year. After trekking many miles out into the country, he
arrived at the stranger’s house, and taking the toy doll his father had given him, gave it to a
child sleeping on a bed of corn shucks. After seeing the “heavenly vision” of her joy, not even
running out of gas on the way home would dampen the joy that he too had received. Alexander
later met his wife while attending Colombia Theological Seminary; they were married on May
25, 1929, one week after graduating. Alexander first served as pastor of Brevard Presbyterian
Church in Brevard, NC, before being called to serve First Presbyterian in Lumberton, NC.
After seeing many of the younger men in his church enlist following the attack on Pearl
Harbor, Alexander felt compelled to likewise serve his country. Joining the Navy as a chaplain,
Alexander gave the dedicatory prayer for the aircraft carrier, the USS Yorktown “The Fighting
Lady,” and began as the first chaplain aboard the newly commissioned ship. While The Fighting
Lady served in the Pacific Theater, Alexander served a deeply religious group of sailors, earning the Yorktown a reputation as the most religious ship in the Navy. Always starting with the
words “Eternal Father, strong to save,” Alexander conducted many chapel sessions, individual
counseling sessions, and burial at sea services aboard the USS Yorktown.
After his time serving his country, Alexander returned to Lumberton where he became
aware of many members struggling with alcoholism. Through ministering directly to these
struggling congregants, Alexander developed a greater emphasis on loving the individual. Seventy years ago this month, First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood called Dr. Alexander to
serve as the 12th senior pastor in the history of our church on September 7, 1951. For sixteen
years he served our church as pastor, and in December of 1967, Dr. Alexander revealed his intent to retire from active ministry on January 1, 1968. During his time as pastor of our church,
our church saw an explosion of new members that not only resulted in the construction of our
current sanctuary but also the leading of many to Christ. Many years after the former sanctuary was dedicated as a Fellowship Hall on May 10, 1959, it was rededicated in his honor as
Alexander Hall on September 20, 1981, forty years ago this month.
Alexander also hosted a daily radio talk show, “Living Day by Day with Dr. A,” which was
loved by our community, as well as publishing the column “Thought for the Day with Dr. A”
in the Index-Journal. During the organization of our Heritage Room, some of his notes from
“Living Day by Day” were compiled and published as the book Living Day by Day with Dr. A.
Certainly, the service Dr. Alexander gave to our country, church, and community is worthy of
imitation in our own lives and wouldn’t hurt trying to serve others day by day like Dr. A.
“May you have a good day and keep your spirits high.”

Herald-Journal, Thursday, December 24, 1998
SC-ETV “Extraordinary People” documentary on Robert Alexander
The Centennial History of First Presbyterian, 1883-1983
The Index-Journal, December 23, 1998

DATES TO REMEMBER

Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.
Keep watch in the bulletin, next month’s Spire, and the Pastor’s Update
for more current information.
Wednesday, September 1

Wednesday Night Dinners begin (Family Night--5:30 pm, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, September 5		

Communion during both services

Monday, September 6		

Church Offices closed

Sunday, September 12		
				
				

Worship (9:00 am, Sanctuary)
No Sunday school
Worship at Camp Fellowship (11:00)

Sunday, September 19		

Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers (10:40 am, Sanctuary)

Tuesday, September 21

Healthy Learner Spelling Bee (Virtual)

Sunday, September 26		

Session (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Wednesday, September 26

Healthy Learner Spelling Bee (6:30 pm, Emerald High school)

Sunday, October 3		
				
				

Communion during both services
World Communion Sunday with recognition of communicants class
Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 10		
				

Kirkin’ of the Tartans Service (11:00 am, Sanctuary)
Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 17		
				
				

Children’s Sabbath Sunday
Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)
Diaconate (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 24		
				

Session (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)		
Women’s Intreat and Luncheon (Noon - 3:00pm, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, October 31		
				
				

Reformation Sunday
All Saints Day
Fall Festival (3:00)

Saturday, November 6		

Change clocks (Fall back one hour)

Sunday, November 7		
				
				

Communion during both services
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Kick-off
Stewardship Sunday

Tuesday, November 9		

Trinity Presbytery Quarterly Meeting

Sunday, November 14		
				
				

The Rev. Gordon Tubbs preaching
Recognition of Veterans
Festiva (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)

STEPHEN MOMENT...
SEPTEMBER 2021
“I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually come out of my
mouth.” Psalm 34 KJV

One of the many pleasing things we do is “Praise the Lord.” Countless gifts from God come when
we least expect them. We listen to God in a variety of ways depending on individual needs. I
have been taking organ lessons for the past few years and have received many, many blessings
from practicing and playing music in our sanctuary near the beautiful cross which is the focal
point for me. Stephen Ministry has also helped me by caring for others, getting to know other
Stephen Ministers (present and past) as well as our regular ministers and church staff. Choir opportunities have presented many supportive friends and ways to “Praise the Lord.” I thank God
for all the musicians who give and share their talents!!
Scripture guides us when we seek to thank God:

**Romans 12:12 “Be joyful in hope, be patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

**Philippians 4: 4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be
known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ.”
**Colossians 3: 14,17 “But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.”
“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through Him.”
Let us pray. Dear Lord, thank you and praise you for all the blessings you pour on us. Thank you
for helping us get through sicknesses, tribulations, and hard times. Thank you for loving us and
being with us. Amen
Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.
Stephen Ministry will resume monthly supervision/continuing ed meetings on second
Tuesdays at 6:15. We’ll meet in the Barksdale Room, beginning Tuesday, September 14.

notes
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Music—it’s not just for “musicians”! (or “Beating a Dead Horse”)
Since the time of Socrates (400 BC) music education has been recognized as a significant factor in
development of personal mastery. I think this could be categorized as “settled science.”
To Quote Peter Senge (in The Fifth Discipline, pg 133)
“People with high levels of personal mastery are more committed. They take more initiative. 		
They have a broader and deeper sense of responsibility in their work. They learn faster.”

Sunday,		
October 24		
4:00 pm		
			

Ethan Flowe, Pianist
Our very own Ethan Flowe will delight and inspire us with his titled performace
“Unquiet.” It has been quite a few years since Ethan has performed in his home 		
church. It is sure to be a very special and memorable experience.

These are qualities we want for every citizen to be productive, which is why music should be important to society—and has been part of every scholastic endeavor since the beginning of time. The
benefits are tangible, immediate and long-term, and multi-faceted (outside of the music itself).

Sunday		 Catie Moyer, Organist
November 14
Catie’s program features global childhood stories introduced by a narrator (her mother)
4:00 pm 		
and Catie performing musical settings of the stories on the organ.

The main reason, however, that music is important to followers of Christ, is that music is important
to God! How do I come to that statement? Well over 200 verses of Holy Scripture directly and unambiguously say so!

Sunday		 Lander Department of Music Honors Recital
January 30		
The Lander University Department of Music presents performances by its finest
4:00 pm		
student musicians. The event will feature solo instrumentalists and vocalists as well
			
as chamber ensembles such as the Student Brass Quintet and Jazz Combo. We are
			
proud to showcase emerging young artists in what will be a varied and entertaining
			concert performance.

Have you ever heard someone lament “I really regret the time my child spent in music”? I haven’t
(though it may have been uttered). I have heard (sometimes through tears of anguish) “I wish I had
insisted that my child had participated in music/youth group at church.”
Shall we align our priorities with God’s priorities, or should we go our own way on this? You get to
decide. Choose wisely!
Children’s Music (SHinE!)

Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.

Youth Music 		

Sundays 5-6 p.m. (Youth group and meal 6-8)

Sunday		
March 27		
4:00 pm 		
			
			
			

Seipp/Sheets Duo
The Seipp/Sheets Trumpet & Organ Duo is unlike any ensemble performing today.
Custom musical arrangements of virtuoso, beautiful, entertaining, humorous, and
patriotic selections enhance the exquisite blend of their instruments. Coupled visually
with specialized videos, Seipp and Sheets craft a unique and engaging concert
experience for all ages, creating an extraordinary connection with their audiences.

Late Spring		
Date TBA		
			
			
			

Americana by Greenwood Festival Chorale
In their annual celebration of music by American composers, Greenwood’s own
community chorale presents works by Moses Hogan, Z. Randall Stroop, Alan Menken,
and Mack Wilberg. Under the direction of Mr. Steven Skinner, the Chorale presents
diverse concerts to the community throughout the year.

Handbell Positions open.

Ringing bells your thing? Learning to ring an aspiration?
We have 2 positions open in Chancel Bells, both in the treble
clef (smaller bells, easy on the wrists). A basic knowledge of
music reading, and ability to count to 6.
Rehearsals are Sundays from 4-5 in Rm #125. We lead in worship about once a month.
Contact steve@firstgreenwood for more info!

MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2021-2022 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES
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Name:___________________________________________
Mailing Address:___________________________________
City:__________________________ State:_____________
ZIP:___________ Telephone:________________________
Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
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or leave it in the church office.
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is tax deductible.
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