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A Message From Our Pastor...

When someone wakes in the morning, they are posed with a question, “Should I get 
up and begin my day or should I go back to sleep for a while?” That decision is only the 
first of many decisions to get moving every day. Each step after that requires the same 
kind of question. In order to move, everyone needs a reason to do so. During the past 
year’s isolation many have been able to answer that question with, “There is no need 
to get moving, I have nowhere to go today.” 

That is not the case when it comes to faith if you ask the author of the Book of James. 
He says, “be doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22 -NRSV). Then he 
proceeds to lay out why we all have a reason to move. God has blessed us so abun-
dantly that our lives should overflow with Joy. That joy moves us to celebrate God’s 
goodness by doing. So let’s get going!

We have swung wide the doors at FPC and are ecstatic to see our church family flow-
ing in. On July 18th, we had a tremendous Celebration Sunday. We saw people we 
have not seen in over a year. We ate, we laughed, we praised the Lord. Let us foster 
that joy in our hearts, our church, and our community. We have purpose once again to 
do the work of Christ. See the many ways you can get involved in this Spire and let’s 
start every morning with a beautiful smile and much to do. 
              
         

         Blessings,

         Pastor Kyle



RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak -- GRRH
Nancy Hofsommer 
Phyllis Zuehlke -- Moved to Evans GA
Jack Kinback -- SRH
Randy Flowe

Not able to attend Sunday mornings?  
You can look at the bulletin and listen 
to the sermon online.  Just go to www.
firstgreenwood.com. Another option is to 
call the church office and request you be 
added to the list to receive a CD and/
or bulletin in the mail.

Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor update 
each week by email?  If not, call the 
church office (229-5814) or send us an 
email to office@firstgreenwood.com.

Congratulations to Jack & Kar-
en Jennings on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Aurelia Verity 
Jennings, born June 25, 2021.  
Parents are Park & Katrina 

Jennings of Castle Rock, CO; to Chris & Beth 
Meyer on the birth of their grandson, Benson 
Henry Burnett, born July 7, 2021.  Parents are 
Elizabeth & Blake Burnett of Georgetown, 
SC; and to Frank & Penny Cannon on the 
birth of their grandson, Alexander Cannon 
Rogers, born June 25, 2021.  Parents are Blake 
& Pat Rogers of Bennettsville, SC.

Anyone who welcomes a little child like this 
in my name is welcoming me, and anyone 
who welcomes me is welcoming the one who 
sent me.  Luke 9:48.

Welcoming A Child

Have you noticed this green card in the pew 
racks on the mornings we have a baptism?  

Please take a moment to write a special note, 
scripture, memory, hope, whatever you would 

like to the child and/or family.  This will be 
something that they will be able to keep and 

treasure from their church family.
We will have several baptisms coming up in the 

next several months so be sure to be 
on the lookout.

SESSION UPDATE
Below are some of the highlights from the July Stated 
meeting of the Session:
1.) Approved baptisms of Matthew James Rushton 
(August 1) and Grace McKellar Lightsey (October 
24).
2.) Approved wedding ceremony of Grace Holling-
sworth and Carter Rief on June11, 2022.
3.) Approved Called Meeting of the Session August 
8th, for the purpose of receiving new members.
4.) Elected commissioners for August 24th Presby-
tery meeting.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are 
extended to Roseann Hill and her family on 
the passing of her brother, Drew Mundy, on 
June 30, 2021; and to the family of Roxie God-
frey on her passing on July 18, 2021. We share 
with them the joy of the promise of resurrec-
tion and eternal life.

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both 
services on August 1st.

Deadline for the September issue of The Spire is 
Monday, August 16th.

We have started back with two worship services on 
Sunday mornings, 9:00 am and 11:00 am with Sun-
day school for all ages at 10:00 am.

We are still using Summer Office Hours: Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm and closed on Fri-
days.

NEW MEMBERS 
CLASS

We will be hosting a New Members 
Class beginning Sunday, July 25th, 
at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room 

(Room #122).  This class will 
continue for the two following 
Sundays, August 1st and 8th, 

at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room. 
If  you would like to attend these 

classes and join First Presbyterian 
Church, please feel free to attend.

ARE YOU AN USHER?
We are in the process of revising/updating our 

Usher list for Sunday mornings.  If you are 
interested in being an usher, please let us know.

If you have been an usher in the past, 
please let us know if you would like 

to continue to do so or not. 
Please contact the front office at 229-5814 

or office@firstgreenwood.com.

TEAM MEETINGS
The Admin  Team will meet Thursday, August 12th, 
at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (Room 122).

The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Mon-
day, August 9th, at 5:15 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(Room 122).

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
August 8th, at 6:00 pm, in the Barksdale Room (Room 
122).

The Diaconate will meet Sunday, August 15th, at 
5:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room  (Room 110).

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, 
August 8th, at 4:30 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room 
(Room 110).

The Session will meet Sunday, August 29th, at 5:30 
pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110).  The 
Session will have a Called Meeting on Sunday, Au-
gust 8th, at 10:30 am, in the Chapel (Room 128), for 
the purpose of receiving new members.

Please note that the time and date of these meetings 
are subject to change.



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry

Summer Intern Highlights 
Thank you for sharing your children with us! 

God is good!!!

Summer Intern Highlights 

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Family Night Kick-off

September 1st
5:30 dinner

6:00 Follow Me Intergenerational Program

September 8th
5:30 dinner

6:00 programming for K4-adult
Nursery available

We need Table Parents starting 9/8. You get to eat with a small group of children 
every week on Wednesday evenings from 5:20-6:00. Your meals are free! 

Let Elise know if you would like to serve our good God in this capacity!

Wednesday Night Fellowship
Family Night Kick-off

New Name for Wednesday Night Children’s 
Programming

SHinE
Seeking Him in Everything

Although our Wednesday evening children’s 
programming will be similar to previous years,
we have changed our curriculum and so we are 

no longer able to use the LOGOS name.
Thank you to Samar Din 
for the name suggestion.



This one is just for our college students! 
We miss you, and we love you!

We want you to know you are still part of our church family 
no matter where you may be.

 
Preparations and Expectations

School will be starting back soon. Was the summer restful and rejuvenating? 
What preparations can you make now for going (back) to school?

What expectations do you have for the year?
Did you know God wants to delight you?
How does that change your perspective?

Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
       -   Psalm 37:4

Celebration Sunday was amazing!

Mark Your Calendars and Get Excited!

Summer Intern Fun

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion 
with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.

Even in times of physical distancing, we can still reach 
out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Have 
you checked in on your group? Do you have a group? Are you willing to host ONE gath-
ering at your home or the place of your choosing? Contact Elise Collins or Libby Bell.

Teen Circle (Circle 2)
Teen Circle Service Project
August 7th, 9:00 – 11:00

$45 due by Aug. 1 to church
Empty Bowl creating/decorating with Phyllis Collins 

& friends.  Drop off and pick up at 
Pottery Studio by Wyatt Farms

DDaattee  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  NNootteess  
8/1 10:00 – Sunday School 

6:00 - Parent Meeting for all children’s and youth 
programming 
Children of all ages welcome on playground with summer 
interns 

 

8/6 5-7 – Splash Pad Family Night  
8/8 10:00 – Sunday School  
8/13 5-7 – Jumpin’ Jax Farewell to Interns for K4-th completers Cost: $8 
8/22 6-7:30 Pool Party Do-Over at Gatewood Bring your own picnic 
9/1 Wednesday Night Fellowship Family Night Kick-Off 5:30 – 7:00 p. m.  

 



Adult Sunday School is Back!
Sojourners Class

Henry Reynolds Room (Room 110)
August 1 – Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – 2. The 
Good Samaritan (Philip Bell)
August 8 – Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – 3. The 
Pearl of Great Price (Bob Roddey) 
August 15 – Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – 4. The 
Mustard Seed (Lelion Elledge) 
August 22 – Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – 5. The Laborers and the 
Vineyard (Jukie Leary) 
August 29 - Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – 6. The Widow and the 
Judge (Brad Christie)

FISH (Fellowship In Service to Him)
new FISH classroom (#205 across from kitchen)

August 1 – Breathing Room by Andy Stanley - 2. Time with the Penneys
August 8 – Breathing Room by Andy Stanley – 3. Dollars and Sense with David 
Gardner
August 15 – Breathing Room by Andy Stanley – 4. Choosing to Cheat with 
Brian & Kim Purcell
August 22 – TBA
August 29 –  Beth Justesen, Pastor Kyle, Sudie Clem, and Lynn Hemphill

Parent Meeting for All Programming for Infants 
through Youth

Sunday, August 1st 
6:00 p. m. 

Alexander Hall
Children welcome on playground with summer interns 

during meeting.
Be sure to register your child on Realm.

We need you! We are looking for 5 devoted people pairs who would love to invest 
in a small group of children each week during Sunday School.

Shepherd: You are needed to learn their names, ask them about their week, 
remember their birthdays, and just love and nurture these precious children

each week from 9:45-10:45. 
You will have some time with just them, and then you will accompany

 them to their lesson areas and just be present. 
If you have a friend who wants to team up and share 

for when you need a sub, then that’s great! 

Is God calling you? I can’t wait to find out.

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, divorcees, and widows/widowers.
What are/were your expectations for your marriage? 

Did you ever share these with your spouse?
Did you ever ask what their expectations were?

Take some time to think about these.
How does sharing expectations improve relationships?

Share this with your spouse, child(ren), or friends. 



    YOUTH NEWS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Jamielynn Ortiz (13th),
Blair McClendon (16th),

Maddox Lee (30th),
Amelia Scott (30th)!

Wow, can you believe summer is over? Let’s be honest, who 
is a fan of the new year-round schedule? Yeah, that’s what I 
thought! For the 2021-2022 school year, the Youth Committee 
and I have planned the most ambitious and challenging cal-
endar for youth programming in recent memory as this year 
will be loaded with activities. Part of this is being driven by the 
urge to make up for last year, but another part is being driv-
en by the urge to rebuild and restore our youth group. Apart 

from the monthly events, the biggest change will be in our weekly programs: Sunday School from 
10-10:45 AM, Sunday Youth from 6-8 PM, and Wednesday Youth from 5:30-7 PM, and Wednesday 
Night High School Bible Study from 7-8 PM. We hope this new slate of programs will give youth of 
all ages more opportunities to connect to Christ with each other. 

As for important events in August, be sure to mark your calendars for the following:

Parent Information Meeting on Sunday, August 1st from 6-7 PM. 
This is for parents only and is relevant to children through youth. Please make arrangements to get 
to this meeting. Interns available on the playground for childcare.

Youth Kick-Off on Sunday, August 8th from 6-8 PM. 
Loads of food, fun, and games! 

Dad’s Cookout at Pastor Gordon’s house on Saturday, August 14th, from 5-8 PM. 
If you are a father to a child or youth, come on out to 102 Broken Ridge Court for grilling and she-
nanigans.
Bring your own meat to grill and beverages! I’ll handle the sides and “salad.”

Greenville Daytrip on Saturday, August 21st. 
Details and activities pending!

News from Noah’s Ark
It is almost that time to welcome our little ones back to school!!  We still have 2 spots left in 

our K4 class. If you know anyone interested, please spread the word.

Our teachers will have a week of orientation and training prior to the arrival of our children! 
Parent Orientation is August 5th and a “Welcome Back Ice Cream Party” and “Blessing of the 

School Year” on August 6th! Our First Day of School will be Monday, August 9th.  
 

Please continue to keep our preschool in your thoughts and prayers as we welcome new staff 
and families to Noah’s Ark!!

Thank you to Vince and Al for all your hard work cleaning the floors and just helping us 
spruce up our Noah’s Ark area. Thank you to Mrs. Lea for all her help with our booklets. 

We appreciate all that you do to get our school ready to welcome our little ones!!

Substitutes Needed 
 Noah’s Ark Preschool is looking for substitutes! Would you consider being on our 
Substitute List for Teachers or Assistants? Do you know a friend, college student, 
grandchild, relative, or neighbor who may enjoy substituting? If you are interested, 
please contact Kim Masters at 864.229.0902 or noahsark@firstgreenwood.com for 

more information. Thank you for spreading the word! 

Wish List Tree
Our annual Back-to-School “Wish List” can be found in the main lobby of the 

Church beginning August 8th. Our Preschool has many items they would “wish” 
to have; gift cards, colored paper, cardstock, ink cartridges, and toys. 

Please consider taking a look and purchasing a small item from our “Wish List” 
that will be displayed on our “ARK”. During the course of the school year, we use 
so many supplies and materials, and your help is going to ease the strain of our 
expense of purchasing these items. If you have any questions please contact 

Kim at 864.229.0902 or stop by the lobby and grab an item off the Ark! 
Thank you again for your continued support of our ministry.



PW NEWS
I found this in the material I was given upon assuming the position of Mod-
erator for the Coordinating Team for our Presbyterian Women and thought 
it worth sharing with all Presbyterian Women.

Synopsis of the History of Presbyterian Women 
(Taken from the Trinity Presbytery Training Booklet for Presbyterian Women)

Presbyterian Women has a mission, a voice, and a place in the church.  PW’s predecessor 
organizations began more than 200 years ago when women had no role outside the home.  
Through the years, the mission work of Presbyterian Women has broadened to include both 
foreign and home missions.

Presbyterian Women were asked by the General Assembly in the mid-19th century to devise 
a way to systematically raise money to support women missionaries in the field.  Thus, the 
Women’s General Missionary Society was formed in the northern churches.  It wasn’t until 
later that the southern churches established the Thank Offering (1888) and the Birthday 
Offering (1922) both of which continue today.  

In 1930, the PCUSA opened the office of elder to women, thus expanding the power of 
women to serve on any board of the General Assembly.  At the same time, the meaning of 
the word “missions” was expanded to include sending women into inner cities to work, and 
to work to bring people together.  Peace became a continuing emphasis of Presbyterian 
Women as they continued their faith journey through the 20th century and in to the 21st 
century.  

In 1983, the churches of the north and the south rejoined, becoming the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A). Finally in 1988 Presbyterian Women was born incorporating the best of the 
United Presbyterian Women and the Women of the Church.

Presbyterian Women exists today because women are adaptable, determined, proactive, 
charitable, generous, and dedicated to God. The Birthday Offering and the Thank Offering 
make it possible for new and existing ministry projects around the world to expand their 
work in creative ways.  

Janice Elliott, Moderator

NOTE:  Next CT meeting is August 24th, 2021 @ 10:00 AM in the Henry Reynolds Rm 
(110)

DATES TO REMEMBER
Please keep in mind that these events/happenings/places are not set in stone.  

Keep watch in the bulletin, next month’s Spire, and the Pastor’s Update 
for more current information.

Sunday, August 1  Communion during both services
    New Members Class (10:00 am, Barksdale Room, Room 122)

Sunday, August 8  New Members Class (10:00 am, Barksdale Room, Room 122)
    Called Session Meeting (10:30 am, Chapel)
    Receive New Members (During 11:00 service)

Monday, August 9  Noah’s Ark starts

Sunday, August 15  Festiva (4:00 pm, Sanctuary)
    Diaconate (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, August 22  The Rev. Gordon Tubbs preaching

Tuesday, August 24  Trinity Presbytery meeting (9:30, virtual)

Sunday, August 29  Session (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110) 

Wednesday, September 1 Wednesday Night Dinners begin (Family Night--5:30 pm, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, September 5 Communion during both services

Monday, September 6 Church Offices closed

Sunday, September 12 Worship at Camp Fellowship (11:00) -- No Sunday School

Sunday, September 19 Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers 

Sunday, September 26 Youth Sunday
    Session (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 3  Communion during both services
    World Communion Sunday with recognition of communicants class
    Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 10  Kirkin’ of the Tartans Service (11:00 am, Sanctuary)
    Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 17  Children’s Sabbath Sunday
    Officer Training (3:00 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)
    Diaconate (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)

Sunday, October 24  Session (5:30 pm, Henry Reynolds Room, Room 110)  
    Women’s Intreat (Noon - 2:30pm, Alexander Hall)



Church History for the Month: Why Our Story Matters
by Andrew Goforth

Why?
 History is always one generation away 
from being lost beyond the point of rediscovery. 
In a world that is always affected by the move-
ment of time, change is inevitable. As physical 
objects decay and great leaders go on to be with 
our Lord, things that were once highly treasured 
can easily be forgotten by the next generation. 
Our church is flooded with historical significance 
in just about every room, but unless a snapshot 
of this significance can be taken and frozen in 
time, there is a risk of the stories and memories 
attached to the people, places, and things in our 
church becoming forgotten. Documenting our 
church’s history allows us to preserve a snap-
shot of our church. Analyzing church history on 
a big scale, over the course of 2,000 years, al-
though very rewarding, will fail to capture one 
of the most important aspects that has driven 
Christianity throughout history. Fellowship at the 
local level has long been a key tenant of Chris-
tianity. The fellowship our church was built on 
has been consistently protected by those that 
have walked through our doors and joined our 
rolls. Every time we walk through the doors of 
First Presbyterian Church, it should feel like we 
are walking into a second home; comfortable, 
safe, home. This consistency that our church has 
long been known for contributes to this sense of 
home. Although our church is just one piece of 
the much larger puzzle of churches around the 
world, to us our piece should feel a little differ-
ent, simply because we spend a little more time 
with each other and we know each other just a 
little bit better than others. Our history is very 
important when it comes to defining what makes 
our church unique for us. While it is tempting to 
pridefully call ourselves better, we must be care-
ful not to exclude others, as well as not become 
arrogantly boastful. As we look to our history 
for a better understanding of what makes our 
church special, we find that we are enabled to 
build on our forefather’s foundation, hear God 
speaking through historical patterns, and unite 
with others through shared experiences. 

Our Story Enables Us to Build on Our 
Forefather’s Foundation

 Surrounded by a world that seems to rap-
idly advance from fad to fad, and in search of 
the next sleek and shiny trend, we can quick-
ly lose sight of what those who came before us 
were able to achieve. First Presbyterian Church 
has been blessed with a long litany of pastors, 
elders, members, leaders, Sunday School teach-
ers, and scholars that planted seeds of faith. Just 
as a farmer that planted seeds that grew into 
trees that now provide shade for his children 
from a blistering South Carolina sun, so do we 
now enjoy the fruits of our spiritual ancestor’s 
toils. Most of the success we may otherwise take 
for granted, whether it be statistically, financial-
ly, musically, intellectually, or traditionally, can 
usually be attributed to someone who evange-
lized, tithed, contributed, thought, or started 
before us. As we become more aware of where 
our church family has been, we can also find 
opportunities to build on our forefather’s experi-
ences. As we read about our history, we can gain 
many valuable nuggets of wisdom from those 
that came before us. Satan is crafty, but he is 
not a creator. He is consistently recycling his old 
schemes. When we read about those who came 
from a similar environment as us before us, we 
become familiar with the trials they faced. We 
can therefore find encouragement in our fore-
father’s triumphs over these trials, and we can 
also learn from what they attempted, that did 
not work out as well. Equipped with this knowl-
edge, we are better prepared to face off against 
a similar trial Satan may present to us in a dif-
ferent form. In learning about historical aspects 
of our church, we are better equipped to do our 
part to utilize the fruits of our forefather’s labor 
and ensure that their sacrifices were not sacri-
ficed in vain and that their victories over adver-
sity do not go forgotten. 

Our Story Enables Us to Hear God 
Speaking Through Historical Patterns

 Learning our story also enables us to hear 
God speaking through historical patterns. A large 
section of the Bible is historical documentation 
and as we read much of the Old Testament, we 
can see God as He interacted with the Israelites. 
Flipping over into the New Testament, we are 
made aware of Jesus’ words and actions because 
God compelled writers to record the things they 
saw and heard. The writer of the Gospel of Luke 
informs his readers of his intention to provide a 
more accurate history of Jesus’ ministry (God’s 
ultimate interaction with His children): “With 
this in mind, since I myself have carefully inves-
tigated everything from the beginning, I too de-
cided to write an orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been taught.” 
(Luke 1:3-4 NIV). Fortunately for us, the same 
unchanging God that spoke to the Israelites also 
empowered the Disciples and early Church in 
the New Testament and is the same unchanging 
God we worship today. He is actively interacting 
with us today as he did yesterday and will inter-
act with us tomorrow as He has always done. 
However, we do not have to look as far as the 
early church to find examples of God’s interac-
tion in His children’s lives. We can see evidence 
of that in our very own church, and we bear wit-
ness to an uncountable number of ways God has 
made Himself evident through the life of First 
Presbyterian. Throughout our story, we can find 
patterns by making connections between points 
in our history and the present, or vice versa, 
enabling us to see God’s hand in action over a 
period. By only focusing on the present or past 
and not including the other we risk missing out 
on finding a second point needed to draw the 
line. We must be able to find ways to make our 
past applicable to our present. Our story leaves 
no doubt that history is ultimately His story, and 
the impact our church has made in the world 
provides uncountable examples of this. 

Our Story Brings Together
           Our church’s history also enables us 
to connect and reconnect with others through a 
shared background. Although we all have many 
individual stories and backgrounds, we can all 
find a shared story and background in that of 
our church. Some members have had the same 
Sunday School teachers as someone else they 
never met, and many others will sit in the same 
pew as someone else they may never know. Yet 
everyone that calls First Presbyterian home, de-
spite possibly having lived generations apart, 

are united by the umbrella that our church’s one
hundred and thirty-eight years of existence has 
to offer. We are all puzzle pieces in the story 
of our church, and we all have our own unique 
place individually crafted by God. Children have 
played in the same gardens as many other chil-
dren that have come before. We all have de-
veloped friendships during Wednesday evenings 
or Sunday School, and we are all a piece of the 
progress of our church over time. Although peo-
ple can move away, our experience in others’ 
lives is forever preserved through our associa-
tion with First Presbyterian. As friendships are at 
risk of fading over time, whether it be because 
people move away, or lose communication with 
each other, the people that connected while a 
part of our church family will forever be tied to 
each other through the shared memories of our 
time together. I am a Child of God, you are a 
Child of God, and we are all children that were 
blessed to have been brought together by First 
Presbyterian, spending time together on this 
side of eternity.

A Message from the Writer
               This month, I decided to take a step away 
from the “what” and try to focus on the “why.” 
This month’s article details why I have written 
history articles; why I believe our church’s story 
is worth discussion. It is my hope that this edition 
will inspire readers to better understand not just 
what our story is, but why our story is worth our 
attention. Behind most writings there is an un-
derlying thesis, communicating to the audience 
a message that the writer feels is worth com-
municating. When I first started writing these 
articles, my main intention was to bring to light 
things that are at risk of being forgotten. God 
has worked so many miracles in our church that 
to allow these miracles to slowly slip into distant 
memory is to invite the risk of losing memory 
of them altogether. While it is very interesting 
to find answers to various questions when dis-
cussing our story, I feel that the most important 
question that needs answering is “Why?” Why 
is our past worth my current attention? If we 
cannot explain why what we did twenty years 
ago mattered, then how can we explain that 
what we are doing now matters either? It is my 
hope, that after considering “why?” we build on 
our forefather’s foundation, hear God speaking 
through historical patterns, and unite with oth-
ers around a shared background as we identify 
what makes our church special as we continue 
marching towards Christ’s glorious return. 



STEPHEN MOMENT...
AUGUST 2021

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
For I was an hungred, and you gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 

drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me.

“And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”  (Matthew 25:34-36, 40)

At times a loved one or friend is in need of spiritual, emotional, or physical support.  You may be 
on a journey of watching a sick family member in enormous pain and discomfort. There can be 
someone who has lost his/her way because of drug usage, depression, job loss, and/or failure to 
manage life circumstances. It could be simply a need for food, shelter, or clothing. Caregivers of 
long-term illnesses need assurance and support to cope with extended care.

As church members and friends, we may only need to smile to give someone a little hope.  A 
smile is such a small gesture that can become so much more meaningful to others. During the 
pandemic, some of the nice things that were done for us included: prayers, phone calls, emails, 
postcards, Facebook posts, and messages.  Thank you!!!

Our church has many helping missions that support many individuals and groups through com-
mittees, volunteers, and funding. One of these is our Stephen Ministry Program that is made up 
of ministers, trained Stephen ministers, and Stephen leaders.  We are always here to help those 
in need on a confidential, one-to-one basis. Contact Rev. Hite or Rev. Christie for more informa-
tion or to ask for your own Stephen Minister.

Let us pray: Dear Father, please give us courage to ask for help when we need it and give help 
when there is a need.  Thank you for so many blessings and spiritual gifts.  Thank you for listen-
ing to our prayers of thanksgiving. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

MISSIONS/OUTREACH
A VOICE FOR THE CHILDREN

When the legal system determines a child needs to be removed from their home for their safety or well-being 
the child(ren) is either placed with a family member (often a grandparent) or in foster care. Foster families 
receive a modest stipend; family members do not receive financial  assistance. The court appoints a volun-
teer, a Guardian ad Litem, to act on the child's behalf in the legal system ensuring that the child is receiving 
appropriate care.

Recognizing that situations and opportunities come up in the child's life that may be financially impossible 
for caregivers to provide for, in 2009 our local Guardian ad Litem group established a non-profit foundation, 
A VOICE FOR THE CHILDREN, that can help out.  The money raised by community fundraisers has been 
used for things like extra tutoring, a prom dress, rental of a band instrument, purchase of sports uniforms, 
class trips, summer camps, and needed furniture like cribs, highchairs , etc,  They provide Christmas pres-
ents for the children, and participate in providing each child within the first 24 hours of placement a duffle bag 
with personal items (pillow, blanket, toys, coloring books, and a Bible).

Your Missions/Outreach Team has determined that this Foundation meets our purpose and will be supporting 
its work with funding.  

Are you looking for a mission to support with your time?  They are looking for new Board Mem-
bers!!!!  If you feel a spiritual "nudge" check it out at  www.childvoice@weebly.com or on Facebook/A 
Voice for the Children.

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
This year’s Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

will be October 10, 2021.  
If you would like to help organize, 
coordinate the day of the event, 

make shortbread cookies, 
or you just want to participate in all the action, 

please contact Tamara McLeod 
at tamara1701@wctel.net or 864-993-3527.  

Thank you!



notes

MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2021-2022 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES

     FRIEND:  $50-$99 $______;  SPONSOR:  $100-$599 $______;  PATRON:  $500-$999 $_______;  ANGEL:  $1,000 + $_______

    Name:___________________________________________
    Mailing Address:___________________________________
    City:__________________________  State:_____________
    ZIP:___________  Telephone:________________________
    Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office.

Your check payable to First Presbyterian Church
is tax deductible.

2021-2022
SEASON

Sunday,  The Piper Jones Band
August 15  The Piper Jones Band is a lyrical, high energy trio based on the moving and beautiful 
4:00 pm  sounds of the Highland bagpipes, accompanied by unique percussive chords from the  
   bouzouki and inspired drums. While maintaining a strong musical base in traditional  
   tunes from Ireland, Scotland, and Appalachia, the group also performs original 
   instrumental compositions and powerful vocal harmonies, as well as stepping off stage  
   from time to time to lead the audience in traditional Celtic dances. The Piper Jones  
   Band brings authentic, traditional music to the audience in a fresh, entertaining way. 

Sunday  Lander Deptartment of Music Honors Recital
January 30  The Lander University Department of Music presents performances by its finest 
4:00 pm  student musicians. The event will feature solo instrumentalists and vocalists as well  
   as chamber ensembles such as the Student Brass Quintet and Jazz Combo. We are  
   proud to showcase emerging young artists in what will be a varied and entertaining  
   concert performance.

Sunday  Seipp/Sheets Duo
March 27  The Seipp/Sheets Trumpet & Organ Duo is unlike any ensemble performing today. 
4:00 pm   Custom musical arrangements of virtuoso, beautiful, entertaining, humorous, and 
   patriotic selections enhance the exquisite blend of their instruments. Coupled visually  
   with specialized videos, Seipp and Sheets craft a unique and engaging concert 
   experience for all ages, creating an extraordinary connection with their audiences. 

Late Spring  Americana by Greenwood Festival Chorale
Date TBA  In their annual celebration of music by American composers, Greenwood’s own 
   community chorale presents works by Moses Hogan, Z. Randall Stroop, Alan Menken,  
   and Mack Wilberg.  Under the direction of Mr. Steven Skinner, the Chorale presents  
   diverse concerts to the community throughout the year. 

Welcome to Ethan Flowe, Music Assistant!
Ethan has started his duties as accompanist for all choirs, 

and assistant conductor of Chancel Bells.

Steve will continue as interim organist. 
We look forward to hearing solo voluntaries (prelude, offertory, postlude) 

from Ethan, as well as collaborative pieces for piano and organ.

Ethan grew up at First Presbyterian and 
is completing a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance at USC in Columbia.

Handbells!
The Chancel Handbells will begin rehearsals Sunday, August 1 at 4pm in room 
#125 (labeled “Bell Choir”) behind the Sanctuary.

Open to those who
1) Love to learn, love the sound of bells, love to be on a team
2) Have at least a rudimentary knowledge of music notation—recognize 
the difference between a note “on the space or on the line.”
3) Wish to “improve their serve” to adorn worship and assist our congrega-
tion in their worship of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Need more information? Contact steve@firstgreenwood.com. 
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