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“Faith is a Verb” 

 Dr. Christie is not here today so I can be careless with my English.  

 

James 2: 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you 
have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 

 WORKS →→  SALVATION 

 Paul would say, “uh, yea!” 

Romans 3: 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law.  

 

SOLA FIDE: Faith alone 

 

Two approaches to the progress of salvation: saved or justified 

 

Progression of faith: 

1. To know: understand the concept 
2. To believe…in your heart. Faith 

Comedian Louis C. K. on Faith Without Works 

I have a lot of beliefs .… And I live by none of them. That's 
just the way I am. They're just my beliefs. I just like believing 
them—I like that part. They're my little "believies." They 
make me feel good about who I am. But if they get in the 
way of a thing I want, I [sure as heck just do what I want to 
do]. 

3. To move into action. Works 
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What would be the hardest imaginable thing for you to do? 

James uses the example of Abraham placing his son Isaac on the altar.  
24 “a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” 

  26 “faith without deeds is dead.” 

 

Seeming contradiction to Paul. 

Romans 3:27–28 (ESV) — 27 Then what becomes of our boasting?  

28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works 
of the law.  

   You cannot EARN heaven. 

    You WANT to share heaven with others. 

 

James says, 22 “Abraham’s faith and his actions were working together.” 

 

Someone gave me a snow shovel when I moved to Kentucky. 

 But he said he would not do the shoveling. 

 

Meal Train 

 Ellie’s pictures 

I helped a car get unstuck yesterday and it made me feel 
good all day. 
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James 2:14–26 (NRSV) — 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 
you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15 If 
a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, 
if it has no works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and 
I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my 
works will show you my faith. 19 You believe that God is one; you do 
well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. 20 Do you want to be 
shown, you senseless person, that faith apart from works is barren? 21 
Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his 
son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his 
works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. 23 Thus the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. 
24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 
Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she 
welcomed the messengers and sent them out by another road? 26 For 
just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also 
dead.  

 


