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A Message From Our Pastor...
After God created Adam, “the Lord God said, ‘it is not good that man should be alone’” (Genesis
2:18). From that moment onward, God has created and gathered community. God made a covenant
with the descendants of Abraham and Sarah. Those descendants became a community that stuck
together through thick and thin. Christ extended the covenant to the gentiles. He gathered crowds
and called followers to love and serve one another. Within the community, gathered together by God,
blessings flow and lives are filled with joy, hope, and second chances.
The plight of evil in the world tears communities apart. Marriages are torn apart by divorce. Families
are torn apart by addiction, death, and grudges. Countries are torn apart by political agendas and
war. Work places are torn apart by jealousy, pride, and greed. Churches are torn apart by egos, hypocrisy, and personal agendas. Evil runs rampant with the goal of tearing God’s people down and
apart.
God’s answer has always been to turn away from our selfish motives, toward God and our community. Paul explains this when he challenges the church of Ephesus to not fight among themselves
because ultimately “we are members of one another” (Ephesians 4:25). We are brothers and sisters
who need each other. Yet we have just suffered a world pandemic that caused us to separate from
our neighbor and isolate ourselves from everyone. As a result, our mental and spiritual health has
deteriorated to an all time low.
But God says throughout the Bible and to us, do not be dismayed. This momentary affliction will soon
become more proof that the God of all creation is never at rest saving His people. Even now God is
making a way in the wilderness. For too long this pandemic has separated us from our church family,
the community God ordained to join together in mutual love and support. During the roughest time of
the pandemic we found ways to connect electronically. Now as vaccinations become available we are
excited to see one another in person. Celebration Sunday 2021 will mean way more this year than
ever before. On July 18th, we will celebrate at church and kick off a spectacular new school year of
worship, study, and fellowship. We pray that everyone hears God’s call back to communion with their
brothers and sisters, and live out God’s covenant with the world.
														
									Blessings,

									Pastor Kyle

RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Jo Graham
Pat Fronzak -- GRRH
Nancy Hofsommer -- GRRH
Phyllis Zuehlke -- GRRH
Jack Kinback -- SRH
Roxie Godfrey -- SRH
Our Christian prayers and sympathies are
extended to Roseann Hill on the passing of
her daughter, Jenny Gilliam Wells, on May
30, 2021; to the family of “Mrs. Joyce” Chadwick upon her passing on May 30, 2021. Mrs.
Joyce was a teacher with Noah’s Ark; to Ann
Wills and her family on the passing of her
husband, Henry Wills, on June 6, 2021; to
Randy Flowe and his family on the passing of
his father, Kenneth Gene Flowe, on June 15,
2021; to Marsha Whittington and her family
on the passing of her mother, Jane Patterson,
on June 20, 2021; and to Barb Robinette and
her family on the passing of her husband,
Roger Robinette, on June 27, 2021. We share
with them the joy of the promise of resurrection and eternal life.
Congratulations to Philip &
Libby Bell on the birth of their
granddaughter, Vivian Haynie
Bell, born June 2, 2021. Parents
are John & Mallory Bell of Jackson, MS; and to Mason and Adam Peterson
on the birth of the daughter, Barbara Mason
“Bobbi” Peterson on June 18, 2021. Grandparents are Thornwell Dunlap and Barbie
Dunlap and great-grandmother is Martha
Dunlap.

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the service on July 4th.
The church office will be closed Monday, July 5th.
Deadline for the August issue of The Spire is Monday, July 19th.
Celebration Sunday is July 18th. We have a lot to
celebrate:
1.) Church family breakfast in Alexander Hall at 10:00
with Sunday School Open House afterward.
2.) All Sunday Schools will be in person.
3.) We will go back to 2 services: 9:00 amd and 11:00
am.
4.) We will have Blessing of the Backpacks during the
11:00 service.

NEW MEMBERS
CLASS

We will be hosting a New Members
Class beginning Sunday, July 25th,
at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room
(Room #122). This class will
continue for the two following
Sundays, August 1st and 8th,
at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room.
If you would like to attend these
classes and join First Presbyterian
Church, please contact the front
office and let us know. You can
reach Lea at 864-229-5814 or
office@firstgreenwood.com.

ARE YOU AN USHER?

We are in the process of revising/updating our
Usher list for Sunday mornings. If you are
interested in being an usher, please let us know.
If you have been an usher in the past,
please let us know if you would like
to continue to do so or not.
Please contact the front office at 229-5814
or office@firstgreenwood.com.

TEAM MEETINGS
The Session will meet Sunday, July 25th, at 5:30 pm,
in the Henry Reynolds Room.
Please note that the time and date of these meetings
are subject to change.

News from Noah’s Ark

Thank you to the staff of First Presbyterian Church for your help and support to make
this Graduation ceremony so special this year!! We are so proud of these precious children!
They worked so hard and accomplished much under the excellent teaching of “Ms. Amanda” Dunlap
and “Ms. Kathryn” Wallace. Again this year, our graduates were presented a Bible from First Presbyterian
Church and Noah’s Ark Preschool. Thank you to the Missions and Outreach Committee
of First Presbyterian Church for providing the Bibles. We will miss these precious children
at Noah’s Ark and we send them all our love and prayers.
Noah’s Ark preschool lost their precious 2-year-old-teacher, Ms. Joyce Chadwick. “Ms. Joyce”
was a huge part of our Noah’s Ark family and we will miss her love, guidance, songs, and “treats”
to all our children. Please continue to keep the Noah’s Ark family in your thoughts and prayers.

PW NEWS

Many thanks to the Coordinating Team members who are rotating off the team. Much
appreciation to those ladies who have served so faithfully as officers and circle chairmen. We welcome the new members who will be joining us and look forward to their
contributions to the team.
Our beloved leader, Donna Feldmaier, and her husband Doug, recently moved to Tennessee to be closer
to their family. Donna will be missed by all, especially at the CT meetings! I will be replacing Donna as
Moderator of the Coordinating Team, and will be the first to say I have HUGE shoes to fill. We appreciate
the wonderful leadership she provided during the past year, and are so thankful for her presence in our
Presbyterian Women and in our church overall. Hopefully, I can do half as well as she has done in keeping
the Presbyterian Women organized, strong, and productive.
Circle leaders, please remember to get the updates, changes and deletions of your circle roster to Rebecca
Wise, the new Vice Moderator, by July 1 so she can get the information for the book organized and to Lea
to print in a timely manner.
Ladies, please remember to bring your last year’s study guide to the church office so they may be recycled
for another church group.
Enjoy your summer. Stay safe, and may God’s blessing be with you always.
Janice Elliott, Moderator

FPC Family Ministry
VBS Highlights

Thank you to all the participants and volunteers!
God is good!!!

New Parent Resource

What’s new in the library?

Sunday School Update – Mark your calendars!
Adults – In-person Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. in Alexander Hall until
July 18th, which is when you will reconvene in the Henry Reynolds and the
FISH classrooms at 10:00 a.m.!
July 4 – Max Lucado series with Philip Bell
July 11 – Max Lucado series with Bob Roddey
July 18 – Celebration Sunday – church family breakfast and SS Open
House (Sunday School resumes at the 10:00 hour; worship at 9:00 and
11:00)
July 25 – Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine – 1. Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son
(Jukie Leary)
Amy-Jill Levine was Elise Collins’ favorite professor and thesis adviser while in seminary at
Vanderbilt. She is energetic, thorough, and insightful while offering the perspective of a Jewish New Testament scholar. In this Bible Study, AJ will delve into familiar stories from the perspective of the original audience while also illuminating their timeless meaning for us today.
Children’s Sunday School will remain on Facebook each week at 9:00 a. m. until our Celebration Sunday 7/18 when we will shift back to our traditional 10:00 hour! Mark your
calendars! And prepare your hearts for the new children’s area in the basement! Check out
opportunities to volunteer (in this Spire).
No Youth Sunday School at this time. Youth Sunday School will resume in-person Celebration Sunday 7/18 when we will shift back to our traditional 10:00 hour! Mark your calendars! And prepare your hearts for the new youth space on the third floor!

This one is just for our college students!
We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know you are still part of our church family
no matter where you may be.

Balance
How do you find balance when life is going at full steam ahead?
Do you suffer from FOMO (fear of missing out)? Do you choose to pack your
calendar even when you are struggling to keep up? How do you find a balance
between what you want to do and what you need to do?
Did you know that God can help in this area? Is the prescription the same for
everyone? No. It’s different for each of us. Will you talk to God and ask for
his guidance? Will you listen for what he may be saying to you?
Guide me into wholeness, harmony, and balance.
- Psalm 70 (interpretation)

Thursday, July 15th
7:00
Montague’s
RSVP by noon to the
church office

Summer Intern Fun
Mark Your Calendars and Get Excited!
Date
7/1
7/9
7/12-16

7/23

Opportunity
6-7:30 - VBS Family Night at the Train Museum
5-11 - Parents Night Out (all ages) Youth Fundraiser
9-12 - Cambridge & Main Music Camp (elementary
children)
5-7 – Girls v. Boys Game Night @ FPC for K5 – 5th grade
completers
10:00 - Celebration Sunday Church Family Breakfast and
SS Open House
11:00 - Blessing of the Backpacks
6:00 – Family Pool Party @ Gatewood
8:00 a. m. – Daytrip to Riverbanks Zoo for K5 – 5th grade
completers. Pack a lunch for your child. We will provide
snacks.
5-7 – Lego Night and Story Time for K4 – 5th completers

7/25
7/30

10:00 – Sunday School
5-7 Sport Night @ FPC

8/1

10:00 – Sunday School
6:00 - Parent Meeting for all children’s and youth
programming
Children of all ages welcome on playground with summer
interns
6-8 – Splash Pad Family Night
10:00 – Sunday School
5-7 – Jumpin’ Jax Farewell to Interns for K4-th completers
Wednesday Night Fellowship Kick-Off & Family Night

7/16
7/18

7/19

8/6
8/8
8/13
9/1

Notes
$20 per family

RSVP for nursery by
Thurs. at noon

Cost: $30
Pay by 7/15 so we
can order tickets
RSVP for nursery by
Thurs. at noon
RSVP for nursery by
Thurs. at noon

Cost: $8
5:30 – 7:00 p. m.

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion
with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.
Even in times of physical distancing, we can still reach
out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors!
Have you checked in on your group? Do you have a group? Are you willing to host
ONE gathering at your home or the place of your choosing? Contact Elise Collins or
Libby Bell.

Parent Meeting for All Programming for Infants through Youth
Sunday, August 1st
6:00 p. m.
Alexander Hall
Children welcome on playground with summer interns during meeting

We need you! We are looking for several someones who would love to invest
in a small group of children each week during Sunday School.
Shepherd: You are needed to learn their names, ask them about their week,
remember their birthdays, and just love and nurture these precious children
each week from 10-10:45 starting July 18.
You will have some time with just them, and then you will accompany
them to their lesson areas and just be present.
If you have a friend who wants to team up and share
for when you need a sub, then that’s great!
Art/drama/resource/theatre facilitator: Nurture a small group
as they explore the Bible story through different mediums.

Is God calling you? I can’t wait to find out.

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, divorcees, and widows/widowers.
What’s one of the best experiences you shared with your spouse.
What made it special? Do you have a photo?

Share this with your spouse, children, or friends.

YOUTH NEWS
Hello friends! To summer or not to summer, that is the
question. Our July schedule features several big events that
I’m really looking forward to. Apart from that, I am continuing to send out news and other information via the Remind texting app. If you need to get plugged into that loop,
please give me a call or send me a text at 757-647-5232 so I
can make sure you get added to the list!
July 2nd – Movie Night at Main Street UMC, 7-9 PM.
July 4th – Rev. G. is preaching at Worship on the Water at Camp Fellowship, 10 AM.
July 7th – CAROWINDS Trip. Bring $42 for ticket plus spending money. Come to the church at
8:15 AM. We’ll return around 10:30 PM.
July 9th – Parent’s Night Out at Main Street UMC, 5-9 PM. Drop off your kids, pay us $20, and
enjoy the BBQ & Blues Festival!
July 11th to 16th – FUN IN THE SON!
July 18th – Celebration Sunday. Youth Group returns with an all-new time, 6-8 PM.
July 21st – Greenville Trip (Mall + Waterpark). Come to church at 9:15 AM. We’ll return after 7
PM. Bring $13 for ticket plus spending money.
July 25th – Ortiz Taco Night during Youth Group, 6-8 PM at church.
July 31st – VALOR YOUTH CONFERENCE (9 AM-5 PM) at the Steifle Farmhouse.
I am really excited for our Fun In The Son trip, but I’m also looking forward to kicking off the
school year with our first-annual Valor Youth Conference. This is a one-day conference that
will be loaded with fun activities and discussion sessions focusing on important issues students
are facing today: time management, navigating friendships, conflict resolution, sexual identity,
mental health, and so much more. We are still sorting our pricing, but t-shirts and planners will
be included in the registration fee. Oh yeah, and the Pinsons are gonna be there, so you know
it’s gonna be fun!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…
Sean James (8th),
Lauren Griggs (25th),
and Thomas Goff (28th)!

As a Secret Angel you will be given the name of one of First Presbyterian’s college
students who is attending college out of the area and you will be
provided with the student’s birth date, college address, exam schedule,
school breaks, favorite snacks, and interests. During the year you will send cards,
maybe a small gift or remembrance, or perhaps some cookies at special times–
something to let the student know that they are being thought about and missed by
their church family. This will be like having a secret pal but you will be
the Secret Angel (keeping who you are a secret) for this
student and maintain a personal connection with them to First Presbyterian.
With all the changes and unknowns students are experiencing today you,
their Angel, will be that ray of light that helps keep their foundation
of faith steadfast.
At the end of the school year the name of their Secret Angel will be revealed
to each student and to the First Presbyterian church family so everyone
will know who these special Angels are.
Won’t YOU be a Secret Angel for one of our students?
When you send cards or gifts you will use the church address as the return address
so they will not know who you are.
For further information contact:
Susie Aufderheide
(cell) 412-973-3456
(e-mail) saufderheide2628@gmail.com

MISSIONS/OUTREACH
and ENDOWMENT
NEW EQUIPMENT FOR MEALS ON WHEELS
Pictured below is Jenifer Neuhoff, the Food Services Director at the
Piedmont Agency on Aging’s Nutrition Center for Meals on Wheels.
Jenifer is standing beside the new gas convection steamer that was
provided with $20,067 funding from our church’s Endowment.
The convection steamers are used to prepare vegetables for meals that are
cooked on site. Approximately 600 meals are prepared Monday through
Friday for Greenwood and the surrounding counties. Each meal prepared
includes two servings of vegetables.
If you would like to join the volunteers who deliver meals,
please phone Tealle at 223-2233 for more information.

MISSION HAVEN UPDATE

After many prayers for discernment, Jim McGill will return to Niger for another term of service
in water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH program). Meanwhile, Jodi and their children will remain at Mission Haven while their two youngest finish high school. This separation is hard on all
sides, but willingly undertaken in their effort to be faithful to God’s call on their lives.
Please pray for the McGills during this difficult time.

THE PATHWAY HOUSE

Endowment Committee member, Laine Orcutt presents
Pathway House Executive Director, Anthony Price, with a
$36,000 check for the construction of a mini-cottage to
house homeless parents and their children.
(L-R) Bill Dixon, Pathway House Board member, The Rev. Kyle
Hite and Missions & Outreach Team members, Glenda Davis
and Carol Scales attended the event.
The Cottage will be named for First Presbyterian Church.

STEPHEN MOMENT...
JULY 2021
“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” 1 John 5:14

God is always with us. We can be sure that He carries us when we lose our way. God leads us
in the way that we should go. We can be assured that we are never alone in our trials. I am ultimately pleased when I know that God has a plan for my life and for all the others around me.
Sometimes, my patience wears thin when I want answers. We all have in the back of our minds:
“I want to know now! I don’t want to wait. I have waited long enough!” It sounds childish and
bullish when you read this aloud. We are human, though. It is easy to take this path. It is much
harder to listen, pray, and wait for the Lord. His timing is not our timing, but His everlasting love
is binding and forever!
Helping our fellow Christians is what we do in Stephen Ministry. What is Stephen Ministry?
“Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide
one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing challenges
in life – grief, loneliness, divorce, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life difficulties.” To receive individual, confidential, compassionate care contact one of our pastors.
In Jude 14: 24-25, we find beautiful and comforting words about our God.
“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,
And to present you faultless
Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,
To God our Savior, who alone is wise,
Be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
Both now and forever. Amen.”

Let us pray together. Dear Lord, thank you for walking with us at
all times. Help us to remain strong and aware of your continuing
presence. Be especially with all of those experiencing sickness,
loss, and grief. Amen.
Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

Church History for the Month: Our Church Bell

by Andrew Goforth
On April 30, 1939, the 1939 World’s Fair, held in New York, was formally opened
with a speech by then-President Franklin D. Roosevelt1. This opening started off a series of chain events that would eventually lead to the installation of a vital artifact of
our church. The exhibit from the Netherlands, like many other exhibits in the 1939
World’s Fair, contained a representative sample of the nation’s culture that exhibit
was representing. A carillon (an instrument of multiple bells), cast in the van Bergen bell foundry,
found its way at the center of the Netherland’s exhibit. Accompanying the display was Harry T. van
Bergen, who had inherited the family owned and operated bell casting business. The business had
operated as early as 1795, and the trade of bell casting had been handed down generationally2. Attending the World’s Fair was Greenwood businessman James C. Self, who had recently completed
construction of a church in honor of his mother. Intrigued by the carillon on display, Mr. Self, negotiated with Mr. van Bergen the purchase of the bells under the condition that Mr. van Bergen return with
him to Greenwood and personally oversee installation of the instrument. As the carillon was installed
in the tower of Callie Self Memorial Baptist Church, the van Bergen’s home country was invaded by
Germany during the rise of World War II, forcing the van Bergen family to remain in Greenwood3.
When the Nazi army took control of the Netherlands, they began an attack on the Dutch culture by
looting and shipping off many of the local towns’ treasured bells, sending many of them off to Hamburg, Germany, for refinement and recasting into weapons for the war4. After the war ended, many
attempts were made to return the large quantity of looted bells to their original locations; however,
only an estimated 1,840 of the original estimated 9,000 bells from the Netherlands were able to
find their way home4. A large amount of the looted bell metal found its way into newly cast bells as
part of a bell resurgence in the post-war Netherlands4. Fortunately, the van Bergen bell foundry in
Heiligerlee survived the war. While living in Greenwood, the van Bergens became members of First
Presbyterian Church.
During the construction of our current sanctuary in 1958, Mr. van Bergen gave our church a
newly cast bell for housing in the newly constructed steeple. On July 18, 1958, this bell, containing
metal from the unreturned bells looted by the Nazis, was raised by construction workers into the
belfry section of our steeple5. This month, sixty-three years later, that same bell remains in our steeple, and after a brief period of inactivity, was revitalized on Easter Sunday, 2019. Although our bell
is as much a historical artifact as a musical instrument, it still proposes a powerful message. When
ringing, it is a direct evangelist to those within earshot, either calling together for worship before
services, or proclaiming the entering of emboldened Christians into the mission field after services.
Our church bell, although hidden behind the four white-painted walls of our steeple,
serves as an auditory beacon, proclaiming an echo of our Savior’s ultimate sacrifice.
By recasting the evils of the Nazi invasion into a means that further calls people into
His saving grace, God demonstrates that nothing is too ugly or awful for Him to turn
into beauty. It is the unforgettable goodness and grace of God that we must always
remember, and the love of Christ that will both literally and proverbially ring a bell
for the years to come.
1
2
3
4
5

1939 New York World’s Fair (1939nyworldsfair.com)
cast bronze bells (verdin.com)
Index Journal, June 20, 1993 pg. 3A
“Nazi’s Silence of the Bells: A Campus Researcher Speaks Out,” news.berkley.edu
The First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood, South Carolina, 1883-1958

notes
Chancel Choir rehearsal will resume on Wednesday evening, July 14 at 7 pm
in the music room (chairs will be placed further apart than usual) or the chancel,
if space is an issue. We will lead in worship at the 11:00 service on July 18.
NOW is the time to encourage new members!
You may invite someone to attend a rehearsal and apply for membership—studies have
consistently shown that a personal invitation from a choir member is by far the second most
effective recruitment tool. The first most effective is a church culture of using our gifts to
serve our congregation. Way down the list is an invitation by the choir director!
CHANGES:
After the choir anthem, members will be excused from the loft
(you may also stay in the loft if you prefer)
Our Session has lifted all mask and physical distance requirements for vaccinated persons.
Those “at risk” are encouraged to maintain safety protocols.

•
•

SINGING FOR YOUTH, Grades 6-12

Need an academic “leg-up”?
Making music instead of listening to music!

Weekly rehearsals @ First Presbyterian Church every Sunday beginning Sept 12, 5-6pm
Expectation: weekly attendance, periodic performances on Sunday mornings at FPC
Contact Steve@firstgreenwood.com for more information or to register.

THE SPIRE

- (USPS 736-430) is published
monthly by the First Presbyterian Church, 108 E.
Cambridge Ave., PO Box 426, Greenwood, SC 296480426. Periodicals paid at Greenwood, SC. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to First Presbyterian
Church, PO Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648-0426.

@

Phone: (864) 229-5814 Fax: (864) 229-3489
Office hours: M-Th 8:00-5:00 and Fr 8:00-12:00 noon
Senior Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Kyle Hite
Parish Associate
The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie
Director of Christian Education
Mrs. Elise Collins
Director of Music Ministries
Mr. Steve Skinner
Associate Pastor
The Rev. Gordon Tubbs

Administrative Secretary
Ms. Lea Jones
Financial Administrator
Ms. Nan Smith
Building Superintendent
Mr. Allen Mitchell
Sexton
Mr. Vince Plotczyk
Noah’s Ark Director
Ms. Kim Masters

e-mail: office@firstgreenwood.com
web-site: www.firstgreenwood.com
Church Treasurer
Mr. Tommy Davis
Clerk of Session
Ms. Beth Meyer
Moderator of Deacons
Mr. Preston Culbertson
Moderator of Presbyterian Women
Ms. Janice Elliott
Chair of Endowment
Mr. Jay Nexsen

