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In 538 B.C. Cyrus the Great, Emperor of Persia, conqueror of 
Babylon issued a decree to return all former inhabitants to their 
habitations.  

 The wars had left the cities in ruins and desolation. 

  Finally the Jews could return home. 

   What they found broke their heart. 

The closest comparison we could imagine in the south 
today is returning home after evacuating for a Hurricane.  

I don’t know who all remembers Hurricane Hugo. My 
step father worked for the power company and he 
was allowed to go into Charleston before residents 
could return. I went with him. The city laid in waste. 
Next to the marina on the Ashley, in the middle of the 
road…a sailboat.  

Those beautiful homes and oak trees ripped to 
shreds.  

 

The book of Ezra (1-6) recounts their first priority, to 
rebuild the temple. A community founded on their belief 
in God rightfully chose to start with a place to worship 
God.  

Next, Ezra’s mission was to purify the community (7-
10) 
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   Then enters Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah saw the once great city walls 
destroyed. The physical security and symbol 
of strength for the city of Jerusalem 
destroyed.  

 

Nehemiah 1:4 I sat down and wept, and mourned for days, 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 I said, “O Lord 
God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep 
his commandments; 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes 
open to hear the prayer of your servant  

 

He begins by talking with God.  

 

Dear God, 

So far today, 

I've done all right. 

I haven't gossiped. 

I haven't lost my temper. 

I haven't been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish or over 
indulgent. 

I'm very thankful for that. 
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But in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed; 

and from then on, I'm going to need a lot more help. 

Amen 

 

that I now pray before you day and night for your servants, the 
people of Israel, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, 
which we have sinned against you. Both I and my family have 
sinned. 7 We have offended you deeply, failing to keep the 
commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that you 
commanded your servant Moses.  

One of the obstacles to our prayers is feeling like we don’t 
know what to say.  

“I am not an eloquent speaker. I don’t know how to 
pray.” 

 

Jerry Mcguire – “You had me at hello” 

 

8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant 
Moses, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples; 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments 
and do them, though your outcasts are under the farthest skies, 
I will gather them from there and bring them to the place at 
which I have chosen to establish my name.’ 10 They are your 
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servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great 
power and your strong hand.  

 

Nehemiah’s mission was to rebuild the once powerful 
walls of Jerusalem.  

  He begins by praying for his people. 

 

On this Mother’s Day we are mindful of how our mothers 
have prayed us through.  

I know that each of the mothers of you confirmands 
have prayed hard to get you this far.  

One story tells of a mother and son who were in 
a forest one day when a tornado surprised them. 

The mother clung to a tree and tried to hold her 
son. But the swirling winds carried him into the 
sky. He was gone. 

The woman began to weep and pray: "Please, O 
Lord, bring back my boy! He's all I have. I'd do 
anything not to lose him. If you'll bring him back, 
I'll serve you all my days." 

Suddenly the boy toppled from the sky, right at 
her feet a bit mussed up, but safe and sound. 
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His mother joyfully brushed him off. Then she 
stopped for a moment, looked to the sky, and 
said, "He had a hat, Lord." 

 

11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your 
servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight in 
revering your name. Give success to your servant today, and 
grant him mercy in the sight of this man!”  

 

A humble prayer from your heart is the first step to 
success in everything you do.  
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Nehemiah 1:3–11 (NRSV) — 3 They replied, “The survivors 
there in the province who escaped captivity are in great trouble 
and shame; the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates 
have been destroyed by fire.” 4 When I heard these words I sat 
down and wept, and mourned for days, fasting and praying 
before the God of heaven. 5 I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the 
great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments; 6 
let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer 
of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for 
your servants, the people of Israel, confessing the sins of the 
people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Both I and 
my family have sinned. 7 We have offended you deeply, failing 
to keep the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances 
that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the 
word that you commanded your servant Moses, ‘If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples; 9 but if you 
return to me and keep my commandments and do them, 
though your outcasts are under the farthest skies, I will gather 
them from there and bring them to the place at which I have 
chosen to establish my name.’ 10 They are your servants and 
your people, whom you redeemed by your great power and 
your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the 
prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who 
delight in revering your name. Give success to your servant 
today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man!” At the 
time, I was cupbearer to the king.  


