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A Message From Our Pastor...

Restart and Rebuild 

Nehemiah rode through the streets of Jerusalem to assess the damage caused by years of war. 
What he found was heart wrenching devastation. The once great walls of Jerusalem were in ruins. 
Being a man of action, Nehemiah went to God in prayer asking how he could be an instrument of 
healing for the city and God’s people. God gave him the seemingly insurmountable task of rebuild-
ing the walls of Jerusalem. But Nehemiah knew that if God has a task for us, God also has a plan 
and a means to make it happen.  

Following a year that could only be described as strange and unprecedented, today the followers 
of God return to their sanctuaries. The first goal has already begun at FPC, which is for the exiled 
people to return. Next, we need to rebuild our relationships and programs. Oh for the day of having 
our full choir singing their hearts out. Oh for the day of children filling our halls and young and old 
gathering freely to support one another along this journey of life. God was clear with Nehemiah so 
God is clear with us, we will rebuild! 

The work of rebuilding is already set in motion as plans for Vacation Bible School and Sunday 
morning services are ramping up. With a short summer for our kids, we are excited to have our 
eyes set on July 18 to finally kick it all back in gear. In the coming weeks we will build our volunteer 
base of teachers, ushers, servers, and more. I encourage you to let Elise, Brad, Gordon, Steve, 
Lea or I know if you are ready to get back to work. For there is much work to be done. Nehemiah 
saw the destruction of Jerusalem as an opportunity to rebuild. He called the people together and in 
a brief 52 days, the work was done. Let us now pick up our bricks and spades to build.    
      

         
         Blessings,

         Pastor Kyle



RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak -- SRH
Elby Hoyt -- At his daughter’s
Jo Graham -- Wesley Commons Rehab.
Roxie Godfrey -- NHC

Congratulations to Kellar & 
Trey Lightsey on the birth of 
their daughter, Grace McK-
ellar Lightsey, born April 18, 
2021.  Grandparents are Bill & 

Ray Steifle; and to Adam & Elizabeth Eichel-
berger on the birth of their son, Henry Bruce 
Eichelberger, born May 6, 2021.  Grandpar-
ents are John & Kathryn Eichelberger.

SESSION UPDATE
Below are some of the highlights from the May Stated meeting of the Session:
* Approved communion for: 
  the Sundays of Advent
  Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service
  First Sunday of each month for the remainder of the year
* Approved wedding ceremony of Lucy Stevens and Matt Steinbacher 
  for December 11, 2021
* Approved baptism of Parker Evans McElwee, date TBD
* Approved hiring of summer interns, Julia Goff and Dawsey Collins

TEAM MEETINGS
The Christian Education Team will meet on Sunday, 
June 6th, at 6:00 pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room.

The Session will meet Sunday, June 27th, at 5:30 pm, 
in the Henry Reynolds Room.

Please note that the time and date of these meetings 
are subject to change.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are 
extended to the family of Fred Curren upon 
his passing on May 13, 2021.   Fred and his 
wife, Suzie, were regular visitors here prior 
to the pandemic; and to George and Sissy 
Brockenbrough on the passing of their son-
in-law, Mark Patterson, of Charlotte, on May 
22, 2021. We share with them the joy of the 
promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the ser-
vice on June 6th.

Sunday, June 20th is Father’s Day.  

Deadline for the July issue of The Spire is Wednes-
day, June 16th.

USHERS NEEDED
We are in the process of revising/updating our 

Usher list for Sunday mornings.  If you are 
interested in being an usher, please let us know.

If you have been an usher in the past, 
please let us know if you would like 

to continue to do so or not. 
Please contact the front office at 229-5814 

or office@firstgreenwood.com.

THE GOLDEN SKILLET 
COOKING COMPETITION

The Golden Skillet Cooking Competition is open to all mem-
bers of the congregation. The game is this: On Sunday, June 
6th, at 5 PM, participating competitors must bring a fully 
prepared dish (savory or sweet), that was cooked in a skil-
let and will be served from a skillet, into Alexander Hall. 
Guests can pay $10 to get a booklet that contains 20 tasting 
tickets + 2 voting tickets. Tasting tickets can be exchanged 
for a bite from a participant’s dish. Voting tickets must be used for “Best Savory” and 
“Best Sweet.” The Judges will convene at 5:30 PM to determine who wins the Best In 
Show award. Best Savory and Best Sweet will be determined by vote tickets. As one 
of the judges, Pastor Gordon will not be officially participating, but he will be serving 
his world-famous macaroni and cheese in case people get extra hungry. 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS
We will be hosting a New Members Class beginning Sunday, July 25th, 

at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (Room #122).  This class will 
continue for the two following Sundays, August 1st and 8th, at 10:00 am, 
in the Barksdale Room. If  you would like to attend these classes and join 
First Presbyterian Church, please contact the front office and let us know.  

You can reach Lea at 864-229-5814 or office@firstgreenwood.com.  



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry New Parent Resource What’s new in the library? 

Rocky Railway VBS
June 27 – July 1
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

In-Person Joint VBS with Main St. UMC
Registration for ages graduating K3-5th grade:
 June 1 – June 14: children and grandchildren of members, 
     Noah’s Ark and MudPies K3-K4 and siblings 
 June 15 – June 21: friends (if space is available and we think it will be)

Nursery (infant – K2) available for children/grandchildren of volunteers

Children will not all be in one space at one time for Covid safety. We will 
have Bible, Music, Recreation, and Craft/Science rotations.

We will not offer family dinner this year, but we really look forward to 
having it in future years. Individually wrapped snacks (no nut, no gluten, 
no red-dye) will be available for the children.

July 1st – celebration at the Train Museum!!! We can’t wait! What fun!

Register on Realm. Need help? Contact Elise.

Want to volunteer? Awesome! Contact Elise

MEET OUR SUMMER INTERNS
Julia Goff and Dawsey Collins

Julia is a graduating 
high school senior 

and Dawsey is a rising 
sophmore at PC.

Be on the lookout for fun 
activities for children and 

youth this summer.
Be sure to sign up on 

Realm, so we have all your 
pertinent information.



This one is just for our college students! 
We miss you, and we love you!

We want you to know you are still part of our church 
family no matter where you may be.

Work Ethic
What is a work ethic? The ability or choice to do a job well and with persistence and 
efficiency. There’s a difference between doing something well and just getting some-
thing done-ish. You can take pride in a good work ethic and people will value your work. 

But you can also be proud of yourself. Well done. 
Did you know that God advises us in this area?

 In all the work you are given, do the best you can. Work as though you are working 
for the Lord, not any earthly master. Remember that you will receive your reward 

from the Lord, who will give you what he promised his people. Yes, you are serving Christ. 
He is your real Master.

          -    Colossians 3:23-24

Sunday School Update – Mark your calendars!

Adults – In-person Sunday School at 9:00 a. m. in Alexander 
Hall.

Children’s Sunday School will remain on Facebook each week 
at 9:00 a. m. until our Celebration Sunday 7/18 when we will 
shift back to our traditional 10:00 hour! Mark your calendars! 
And prepare your hearts for the new children’s area in the base-
ment! Check out opportunities to volunteer (in this Spire).  If 
you want to attend Adult Sunday School and need to bring your 
children, let Elise know by Thursday and we will happily accommodate your children!

No Youth Sunday School at this time. Youth Sunday School will resume in-person 
Celebration Sunday 7/18 when we will shift back to our traditional 10:00 hour! 
Mark your calendars! And prepare your hearts for the new youth space on the third 
floor!

Adults – we need your stuff!
Our Sunday School children ages 1st -5th grade will be studying about creation in Au-
gust. We have a new resource room where they can wonder about our topics and we 
need your help. Would you consider loaning us items from July 15 – August 30 for our 

children?  Let us know if the children can handle what you share, or if it is just for view-
ing. Make sure to put your name on it, so we can make sure it is safely returned to you.

Wishlist for August lessons on creation:
Shell collection

Plants
Rock collection

Models of teeth or heart, etc
Animal skins

Insect collection
Birds

Landscape art
Star chart

Weather manipulatives
Books about natural world

other creation items

Mark Your Calendars and Get Excited!
6/27-7/1 VBS – Rocky Railway 6-7:30 p. m.  
7/12-16 Cambridge & Main Music Camp is back!!! Elementary Children 
7/18 Celebration Sunday (Blessing of the Backpacks) – all SS 

back in-person  
10:00 a. m. (11:00) 

8/1 Parent Meeting for all children’s and youth programming 6:00 p. m. 
9/1 Wednesday Night Fellowship Kick-Off 5:30 – 7:00 p. m.  

 



Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or com-
munion with God or, more commonly, with fellow 
Christians.

Even in times of  physical distancing, we can still 
reach out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Let’s see if  we can 
get an outdoor gathering on the books for June, too!

FPC offers a partial 
scholarship for church 
members who attend 

camp at Camp Fellowship.
Contact the church for 
the registration code.

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, 
divorcees, and widows/widowers.

What have you learned over the years that you 
wish you had known at the beginning?

What would you do differently?

Share this with your spouse, children, or a friend.

VBS Volunteers
Adults and Youth

VBS is in-person June 27 – July 1 at 6:00 p. m. 
and we need our volunteers!

You could lead a crew of children through the 
stations or you could pack and distribute snacks.

Contact Elise and get ready to be blessed 
while being a blessing!

We need volunteers for Wednesday Night Fellowship programming. 

Some are weekly and some can be weekly or monthly.

Kitchen Crew: Weekly helper to make sure children get food and drink. Help wipe 
tables after dinner.

Table Parents for Children: Weekly, sit at a table with an assigned group of chil-
dren. Develop relationships and model and encourage good manners and conversa-
tion. Help children get their dinner and throw away their trash afterward. 

Bible teachers for children: This could be weekly or monthly. Facilitate a Bible 
story/lesson for the children as based on the curriculum, which has lots of options 
from which to pick and choose so you can tailor it to your style/preferences.

Recreation/Craft Facilitators for Children: Lead games, activities, or crafts for 
three groups of children. Have fun and be energetic! Suggestions will be offered.

Crew Leader for Children: You have a group of children for which you are respon-
sible to lead to their rotations. You will invest in these children and develop a re-
lationship with each one, remembering birthdays, and checking in with them each 
week.



News from Noah’s Ark    YOUTH NEWS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Andrew Goforth (4th)
Aubrey Scott (12th)

Freddie McClendon (23rd)
Shirley Gardner (25th)
Bennett Erickson (30th)

Wow - this year has flown by!! We did not let a pandemic ruin our 
year. We have had a GREAT year at Noah’s Ark. We have learned 

so much, played A LOT, and loved each child as our own! We have 
been blessed with wonderful parents and an amazing staff of 
dedicated teachers. Thank you is not adequate to express my 

appreciation for the support I have had from the Noah’s Ark Board 
and the First Presbyterian Church Family. My prayer is that each 
family that came through our doors was in some way and has felt 

God’s love through our staff. Praying for each one of our “Graduates” 
as they begin a new season. 

Wishing everyone a safe and fun Summer!

End-of-the-Year Program

Our End-of-the-Year Program was 
precious! 

Thank you to our teachers for 
sharing some cute “Classroom 

Songs,” Ms. Ashlee for our 
Creative Movement Songs, 

and Ms. Danielle for our 
Spanish Song. We could not have 
done it without all the help from 

Mr. Steve Skinner, Ms. Tamara 
McLeod and Mr. David Gardner. 

It was a very fun night!

Four Year-old Graduation

Our Graduation was held on Thursday, 
May 20th. We are so proud of these precious 

children! They worked so hard and 
accomplished much under the excellent
 teaching of “Ms. Amanda” Dunlap and 

“Ms. Kathryn” Wallace. Our graduates were 
presented a Bible from First Presbyterian 

Church and Noah’s Ark. We sadly say 
good-bye to these students, and we send them 

all our love and prayers. Our graduates from 
Ms. Amanda’s Class were Mason 

Conyers, Elliot Guerin, Gabby Johnson, Vera 
Rose Kazmarski, Michael Lightsey, Callison 

Lloyd, Kaden McGowan, Mary Pinson, Presley 
Smith, Eva Rose Steifle, Cason Tallent, and

Orlando Wallace.  Ms. Kathryn’s Class 
included Sellars Ackerman, Rufus Dunlap, 

Morgan Goff, Lucy Jenks, Braxton McCurry, 
Sawyer Perrin, Helen Richter, Elliott Roark, 

Hughes Scott, Tessa Shirley, and Everly Urbanic.

Hello friends! The days are just flying by, aren’t they? We have a 
bunch of  activities lined up for June, and we might do some col-
laborations with Main Street UMC’s youth group here and there. 
Personally, I’ll be out of  town and summering in Virginia and the 
NC Outer Banks from June 17th-26th. Apart from that, I am con-
tinuing to send out news and other information via the Remind tex-
ting app. If  you need to get plugged into that loop, please give me 
a text at 757-647-5232 so I can make sure you get added to the list!

June 2nd - Pizza Party (6-8 PM) at the Tubbs House.
June 6th - Golden Skillet Cooking Competition* (5-6 PM) followed by Youth Group 
 (6-7 PM) at Church.
June 9th - Field Day (1-3 PM) at Fire and Ice Snowcones.
June 13th - Family Cookout (12-3 PM) at the Tubbs House. Whole families are welcome to come, 
 we will have a bouncy house for littles and plenty of  dogs, burgers, salads, and drinks. 
June 16th - Bowling (7-9 PM) at Expo 300.
June 20th to 25th – VBS Decorating (help out and hang out!)
June 30th – Pool Party (time and location TBD)

*The Golden Skillet Cooking Competition is open to all mem-
bers of the congregation. The game is this: On Sunday, June 
6th, at 5 PM, participating competitors must bring a fully pre-
pared dish (savory or sweet), that was cooked in a skillet and 
will be served from a skillet, into Alexander Hall. Guests can 
pay $10 to get a booklet that contains 20 tasting tickets + 2 
voting tickets. Tasting tickets can be exchanged for a bite from 
a participant’s dish. Voting tickets must be used for “Best Sa-
vory” and “Best Sweet.” The Judges will convene at 5:30 PM to 
determine who wins the Best In Show award. Best Savory and 
Best Sweet will be determined by vote tickets. As one of the judges, Pastor Gordon will 
not be officially participating, but he will serving his world-famous macaroni and cheese in 
case people get extra hungry. 

Youth Training for VBS will be available 
June 21, 22, or 23 between 9-12. 

Come get trained and earn a free VBS 
t-shirt! Plan to stay and help decorate 

for VBS. FUN!!!!!!! If you are unavailable 
those dates, let Elise know and you can 

be trained ahead of time.



STEPHEN MOMENT...
JUNE 2021

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understand-
ing.”   -  Proverbs 3:5
“The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.”   

      -   Psalm 118:14

We are coming out of a long, strange pandemic where everything has been turned upside down.  
Our church ministers and staff have done many things to help us cope with problems.  The scrip-
tures listed above are some of the ones that Lea Jones has written and mailed to us over the past 
year.  Thank you, Lea!  I looked forward to having a ray of sunshine in my mailbox!
 
“Little by little all things are done.”  This became my motto at school when I was overwhelmed 
with work.  It is a very comforting feeling knowing that any amount of work can be completed if 
we take it in small steps.  We are recovering from the months and months of being at home and/
or changes in work and school.  Good changes are being made now in stepping forward as we 
return to many normal routines. 
 
Scriptures for encouragement and planning for the future:

1.  Deuteronomy 31:8 “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave 
nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid.  Do not be discouraged.”

2.  Psalm 32:8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with 
my loving eye on you.”

3.  Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and the Lord establishes your plans.

 Let us pray. Thank you for always being with us, comforting us, and using all of us to help others 
in their time of need. We pray for all those who have consistently given time and effort to our 
church to minister to others in your name. Give us courage, energy, and love. Use us in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

There are some very special Angels at First Presbyterian. During the 
school year they touch the lives of the First Pres college students who 
attend school out of the Greenwood area through cards, gifts or other 
thoughtful ways.  While these angels have remained a secret during 
the school year it is time to let the First Presbyterian family know who 
these angels are.  Listed below are the names of these angels with a 
heartfelt thank you for the love and support they have shown each 
student.  They truly are a blessing to each student.

Secret Angels
Dr. Christopher Collins

Dr. Robin & Mr. Rodney Stone
Circle 3
Circle 4
Circle 5

Martha Ann Davis
Phyllis Collins

Scottie Jeffreys
Penny Cannon

Frank Lawrence
Lea Jones

Buck & Menka Brown
Ann Hare

Martha Dunlap



notesChurch History for the Month: Rebuilding Rock
 On April 23, 1883, the South Carolina Presbytery approved a request by sev-
eral members of Rock Presbyterian Church to formally organize a separate church 
closer in town. In cooperation with the Presbytery, Rock Presbyterian granted letters 
of dismissal to these families, many living around the town square, where this new 
church was to be located. The reason for this separation was mostly due to location; 
Rock Presbyterian was too far away from where most of its members lived. Many 
of these members had also been distanced from Rock Presbyterian for quite some time, as just over 
thirty years had passed since Rock bought the Presbyterian High School building from the Greenwood 
Education Association for members living in town to have Sunday School and weekly prayer meetings. 
Despite their activity being primarily focused with the Chapel activities, these members retained their 
official membership with Rock Church.
 The organization of this new church in 1883 is how First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood came 
into existence. In the immediate years following the 1883 separation, the membership of the Green-
wood church continued to grow, while the membership for Rock Presbyterian began to decline. While 
First Presbyterian completed a new sanctuary in 1899, Rock helped many other Presbyterian churches 
spring up in Cokesbury and Ninety-Six. Rock Presbyterian began discussions of discontinuing services 
as early as 1889, but fortunately managed to survive until spring of 1906. 
 Fifty years passed as Rock went without a pastor, until a survey outlining Greenwood’s growth 
published in 1956 sparked the flames of a potential reactivation of the Mother Church. Dr. Alexander, 
pastor of First Presbyterian, challenged the Men of the Church to reactivate Rock Presbyterian. The men 
of the Church later adopted this as their project with the following goals: 1) establishing regular preach-
ing services on Sunday, 2) organizing a Sunday School for all age groups, 3) developing and promoting 
all the activities and organizations of a church, 4) planning to organize into an independent church with 
a full corps of members and officers from the community, and 5) calling an ordained minister who would 
live in the community and devote his full time to the church. 
 On June 10, 1956, Jack Maxwell of Montreat, North Carolina began serving as a summer pas-
tor for Rock Presbyterian while completing his studies at Columbia Theological Seminary, preaching 
to an average of thirty members that attended these summer Sunday worship services. This allowed 
the revived Rock Presbyterian to gain momentum, along with the South Carolina Presbytery forming 
a commission to officially reactivate Rock Presbyterian with Dr. Alexander as chair. On November 4, 
1956, Rock Presbyterian was officially reactivated, with The Reverend Jerry Hammet called as the first 
full time pastor of Rock Presbyterian in over half of a century. 
 Under Rev. Hammet’s leadership, the church grew to eighty-two members, and six new class-
rooms were added onto the historical wooden frame church building, built in 1815. Unfortunately, on 
the evening of Sunday, February 1, 1959, the 144-year-old church building went up in flames. The 
relatively young congregation now had to build a new church building. On July 12, 1959, ground broke 
on the new church building, which was dedicated on May 15, 1960. 
 This past April, Rock was able to celebrate its 250 years of heritage. In our own church, as we fo-
cus on “rebuilding” in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, we can be reminded of the times in our own 

history that our church has been called to rebuild, as seen with story of the church that 
once gave life to First Presbyterian in 1883, have its life returned by the church it helped 
raise so many years later.  

Sources used for research are located in the FPC Heritage Room.
This article was written and submitted by Andrew Goforth.

How to Ace your Choir Interview
1. Correctly ascertain proper orientation of printed material 
2. Match pitch – only those in your vocal range, please
3. Apprehend approximate contour of musical line (follow black dots up and down)
4. *Cheat – bring a friend, study beforehand, get a testimonial from a pew-mate
5. Demonstrate ability to learn

Of these 5, the most important is the ability and desire to learn.  In fact, this learning ability can make 
up for any deficiency in the first four! No-cost Music Tutoring is available for music participants.

*There is no moral component in this situation only.

Needing some added verve? Some endorphin-releasing activity to get you over hump day? Your 
own space in the choir loft (we’re still socially distancing)? How about some more (and better) 
friends? Or a proven dementia-delaying activity? Or maybe the Lord is calling you to serve Him 
with the skills He gave you?

Steve@firstgreenwood.com is the place to write. 814 464-6046 is the number to call. Schedule 
your choir interview today!

Coming next month – the season start of Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells!

How weird is it to start in July? Probably the FIRST TIME IN HISTORY for a mid-summer start 
date!!!

In order to coordinate with District 50 year round school, we are adjusting our schedule as well. 
Did I mention the rehearsal site is AIR CONDITIONED?!?!? 

                                                                                                                                                            “Cambridge and Main” Music Camp
                                                                                                                                                                                         For children ages 6-11

July 12-16, 9-noon
Presenting “It’s Cool in the Furnace” –a musical
A collaboration between Main Street Methodist 

and First Presbyterian.

Register your child by sending an email 
                                                                                                                                                                               to steve@firstgreenwood.com. 
                                                                                                                                                         Include your name and contact info, child’s name and age

Subject line: Cool in the Furnace

Picture courtsey of Rock 
Presbyterian’s webpage
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