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A Message From Our Pastor...
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” (Psalm 122:1)
Indeed I was glad! I was glad to gather as a church family on Easter, to see faces (eyes) I have not
seen in over a year, and join in a joyful voice of celebration. In Psalm 122, King David rejoices to once
more be in the house of the Lord in Jerusalem with his brothers and sisters in Christ. This Easter
was like a reunion and return from exile. Still being cautious, we limited seating in the sanctuary, with
appropriate distancing and provided overflow seating in both lobbies. After the service I saw that both
lobbies were used and, even there, people were celebrating. I spoke to one person, apologizing that
there was no more space in the sanctuary and he said, “I am glad the sanctuary was full!” Even the
early service we held outside had a great attendance. There is much to celebrate indeed.
The weeks following have continued to max out our sanctuary. Halleluiah! As people return to worship in the sanctuary we are mindful of our need to move to two services again. Generally, we expect
the numbers in worship to level off through the summer which is why, at this time, we plan on remaining in one service until our big kickoff on July 18th. (Because the Greenwood County Schools have
moved to a year-round program, their fall semester opens in mid July.) Beginning July 18, we hope to
be fully open with two services, 9:00 am and 11:00 am, with in-person Sunday School for all at 10:00
am. We have not had full in-person Sunday school since before COVID. So we are excited to kickoff
the fall early and showcase a whole new model and space for children and youth Sunday School.
The children have a completely renovated music room, theater, assembly room, computer room and
more. The youth have moved upstairs with their own renovated space.
As our anticipation builds for July, let us celebrate each Sunday in worship. All of our program staff
and most of our congregation have been vaccinated. Let us sing praises to God for bringing us out
of exile. Let us see the vision ahead that God shines for First Presbyterian. Let us rejoice together in
the house of the Lord.
									
									
									
Blessings,

									Pastor Kyle

RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak--SRH
Bonne’ Lethco
Our Christian prayers and sympathies are
extended to Fred Curren on the passing of
his wife, Suzie, on April 6, 2021. Fred and
Suzie were regular visitors here prior to the
pandemic. We share with them the joy of the
promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Congratulations to Michael &
Janet Adamson on the birth
of their great-granddaughter,
Evelyn Elizabeth Rossitto, on
March 31, 2021. Parents are
Ashlyn & Ernesto Rossitto of Flower Mound,
TX.

TEAM MEETINGS
The Admin Committee will meet Thursday, May
13th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room.
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,
May 10th, at 5:15 virtually and in Alexander Hall..
The Christian Education Team will not meet in May.
The Congregational Care Team will meet Monday,
May 10th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room.
The Diaconate will meet Sunday, May 16th, at 5:30,
in Alexander Hall and virtually.
The Endowment will meet Monday, May 17th, at
4:30 pm in Alexander Hall.
The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday,
May 16th, at 4:30 pm, virtually.
The Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, May 11th,
at 5:30 pm, virtually.
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will meet
Monday, May 24th, at 10:00 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room.

Other Items of Interest

The Session will meet Sunday, May 23rd, at 5:30 via
Zoom.

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the service on May 2nd.

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, May 11th, at
6:00 pm, via Zoom.

Sunday, May 9th is Mother’s Day. We will be accepting the special offering for Presbyterian Communities for residents who, through no fault of their own,
have outlived their financial resources
and need assistance to remain in Presbyterian Communities.

Please note that the time and date of these meetings
are subject to change.

You are encouraged to hold any meetings/
gatherings virtually, if possible. If you would
like to meet in person, please contact the front
The church office will be closed Monday, May 31st office if it is something different than what is
printed here in The Spire.
in observance of Memorial Day.

Deadline for the June issue of The Spire is Monday, May 17th.

SESSION UPDATE

Below are some of the highlights from the February, March, and April Stated meetings of the Session:
February:
* Approved updated Wedding Policy
* Approved updated COVID policy for weddings
* Approved Bob & Martha Erwin rejoining membership
March:
* Approved of baptism of Reagan Jay Anderson
* Elected Commissioners for Trinity Presbytery Meeting on Saturday, May 8, 2021
April:
* Approved In-person Adult Sunday School starting May 16 in Alexamder Hall.
* Approved In-person Childrens’ Sunday School starting July 18 in new childrens’ area in basement
* Approved Celebration Sunday for July 18 in Alexander Hall
* Approved updated COVID protocols
* Approved full capacity in-person worship for July 18
* Approved returning to two worship services (9:00 am and 11:00 am) on July 18

Joy & Gratitude: Red Letter Day
Free Event for Cancer Survivors
Camp Fellowship
May 20, 2021
2 Sessions (Morning and Afternoon)
Limited Space using COVID Protocols

Call 864-998-3400 or info@campfellowship.org
for questions or registration

SPECIAL SERVICES
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY and COMMUNION
MAY 2ND
MOTHER’S DAY
MAY 9TH
We will be accepting the speical offering for Presbyterian Communitie,
for residents who, through no fault of their own, have outlived their financial resources
and need assistance to remain in Presbyterian Communities.
PENTECOST SUNDAY
MAY 23RD
BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY
MAY 30TH

FPC Family Ministry

Mark Your Calendars and Get Excited!
6/21-24
6/27-7/1
7/12-16
7/18
8/1
9/1

VBS decorating week
VBS: Rocky Railway – Jesus Pulls Us Through
Cambridge & Main Music Camp is back!!!
Celebration Sunday (Blessing of the Backpacks)
Parent Meeting for all children’s and youth programming
Wednesday Night Fellowship Kick-Off Family Night

10:30 – 2:30
6:00 – 8:00 p. m.
Elementary Children
10:00 a. m. (11:00)
6:00 p. m.
5:30 – 7:00 p. m.

New Parent Resource

What’s new in the library?

Teen Circle (Circle 2)

This one is just for our college students!
We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know you are still part of our
church family no matter where you may be.

Summer!
Summer may mean a much-needed break at home, a trip somewhere fun,
a non-career-oriented job, job experience in your field, more schooling, or so much more.
However you spend your summer, know that we’d love to see you at FPC!
Your roots are here and you have people here who love you and are so proud of you!
Enjoy your summer and know that God walks with you every step you take
no matter how strange that may seem or how circuitous your journey.
Summer Challenge: What are the shortest books of the Bible? How short are they?
How long does it take to read one? Let Elise know and earn a prize!

Sunday School Update – Mark your calendars!
Adults, by request, we will resume in-person Sunday School for
you in Alexander Hall at 9:00 a. m. on Sunday, May 16! (We will
continue to follow the Covid protocols established by our Session.)
Children’s Sunday School will remain on Facebook each week
at 9:00 a. m. until our Celebration Sunday, 7/18, when we
will shift back to our traditional 10:00 hour! Mark your calendars!
And get excited for the new children’s area in the basement!
Check out opportunities to volunteer (in this Spire for Sunday School and the one in
June for Wednesday evenings).
No Youth Sunday School at this time. Youth Sunday School will resume in-person
Celebration Sunday 7/18 when we will shift back to our traditional 10:00 hour!
Mark your calendars! And get excited for the new youth space on the third floor!

			

			

Exciting News!

The basement is our new dedicated children’s space.
We need a name!
Got any ideas? Let Elise know ASAP at dce@firstgreenwood.com
We also need volunteers or the Sunday School hour starting in July!
Please prayerfully consider being a part of our children’s ministry.
K3-K5 Sunday School
We are looking for adults who are willing to be trained in a Montessori-style Sunday School program
called Godly Play. This will need to happen over the summer, so please let Elise know if you are
interested ASAP. We already have three!
1st-5th Grade Sunday School
Weekly shepherd – someone who consistently hangs out with the same group of children each
week, leads them where they need to go, remembers birthdays, and invests in these children.
No lesson prep required. We need 5 faithful shepherds.
We also will need weekly/monthly volunteers – you could volunteer for every week,
or every week for one month, or once a month:
* Bible storyteller (conveys Bible story to the children)
* Music leader (choose songs and play the video)
* Art facilitator (implement art projects or just help the children be artsy on their own)
* Science experiment facilitator (come up with experiment or implement one we provide)
* Cooking facilitator (implement cooking project with children)
* Drama/puppet facilitator (encourage children as they come up with skits/scenes
from the Bible lesson)
* Media facilitator (help children as they use books, computers,
and manipulatives to research and wonder about the Bible lesson)
* Movie theatre facilitator (pop microwave popcorn and play a movie)
* Playdoh supplier (keep us in supply of playdoh)
* IT helper (help us when we have IT issues)
* Paint supplier (keep track of our paint supply and restock as needed)
Lesson prep required for some of these. Reward: PRICELESS.

FPC offers a partial
scholarship for church
members who attend
camp at Camp Fellowship.

Our FPC Endowment
approved funds to be
contributed to the brand
new Starz24 Teen Center
for the Boys & Girls Clubs
programming for the
Lakelands area.
Curious? They would love
to have you visit.

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion with God or, more commonly, with fellow
Christians.
Even in times of physical distancing, we can still
reach out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Let’s see if we can
get an outdoor gathering on the books for May!

Here is a challenge for all you married couples, divorcees,
and widows/widowers.

Reflect on a time when you and your spouse enjoyed time outside
– just the two of you. Where were you exactly?

What season was it? What did you do together?
Give thanks to God for that time and for good moments.
Share it with your spouse, children, or a friend.

College Students

FPC is looking for summer
interns to work with our
children and youth for June, July,
and half of August. Applications
available from church. Email to
dce@firstgreenwood.com
Applications due by May 9th.

YOUTH NEWS

CONFIRMATION 2021

Maddox Lee, Chris Eisenreich, Tristan Ellis, Lily Collins, Bess Wieters,
Blair McClendon, Liza Evans Justesen, Macy Clem, Erika Jo Buchanan,
Shirley Gardner. Also pictured: The Rev. Gordon Tubbs and Dr. Jukie Leary.
Please join us May 2nd for Confirmation Sunday.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…

Lindsey Lee (8th)
Laura Margaret Fennell (13th)
Jenna DuBose (20th)
and Lily Collins (28th)

News from Noah’s Ark
WE MADE IT!!
Whew – we made it through this
year!! All of us at Noah’s Ark Preschool
would like to thank you for ALL of the
help and support that you have given
us this school year: from donating items
at the beginning of the year from our
Wish List Tree, supporting our Giving
Tree project for the Hospice House,
to praying for us - especially our
designated prayer partners. It was an
unusual year with all that was Covid
but our amazing staff worked
diligently and faithfully to serve all the
families we minister to through our
program. Thank you to an amazing
church staff and congregation. What a
wonderful feeling it is to always know
that you are going to support all of our
endeavors even before we ask!

Annual Charity Walk

On Wednesday, April 28th our students,
faculty, and friends gathered for our
Annual Charity Walk. This year we chose to
honor three of our own brave ladies:
Lauren Austin, Kim Masters, and
Amanda Patterson. Lauren is former
student of Noah’s Ark, and her
daughter, Molly, is a 2020 Noah’s Ark
“Graduate.” Amanda is a parent to Noah’s
Ark students Wyatt (a current
Noah’s Ark student) and Lily Grace
(a 2020 Noah’s Ark “Graduate.”)
Kim Masters is the current Director of
Noah’s Ark Preschool. All three ladies are
Breast Cancer Survivors. Noah’s Ark is
honoring these Survivors and special
Noah’s Ark Friends by asking them to lead
our Annual Charity Walk this year! Pink
Ribbons were sold to raise money for the
Breast Cancer Research Foundation and
were displayed in the halls of Noah’s Ark.
Thank you for your support of this cause
and for continued prayers for these and so
many other ladies fighting cancer.

Donuts for Dad and Muffins for Mom
We had a wonderful time as our Dads joined us for “Donuts for Dad”
where we enjoyed a special Chapel time led by The Rev. Gordon Tubbs.
On May 5th, we are so excited for our upcoming “Muffins with Mom.”
Ms. Kathryn Wallace, our Noah’s Ark K4 Teacher and Mom to Noah’s Ark students,
Orlando and Sidney Belle, will lead our special Mother’s Day Chapel.
Our students and parents were/are so excited to spend this special time together!
Our Krispy Kreme fundraiser made over $1600.00 for our program!
Thank you to all who participated.

Presbyterian Women News
This past year has brought tremendous challenges for Presbyterian Women in so
many ways. Through God’s grace, we can look forward to being together again
very soon.
May is both a beginning and an ending for PW and the circles. I would like to thank all of the outgoing members of the Coordinating Team for all the hard work that they put into making this challenging
year successful. Welcome to all of the newly installed members of the Coordinating Team. I look
forward to working with all of you in the coming year. Newly installed officers are invited to the May
24th Coordinating Team meeting, along with the retiring officers who have completed their term.
Congratulations to our new Honorary Life Member – Janice Elliott! A much deserved award for all of
the outstanding work that she does for PW, First Presbyterian Church, and the community.
In conclusion, I want to thank all of the women who helped to make this past Women’s Sunday memorable, with a special thank you to our speaker, the Reverend Caroline Dennis.
Donna Feldmaier
PW Moderator
Dates to Remember:
				

May 24th – CT Meeting at 10:00
August 23rd – 1st CT meeting at 10:00

Circle 1 - will meet May 4, 10:30 at Wesley Commons
Circle 2 – Teens – will not meet in May
Circle 3 – will meet Monday, May 10th, at 10:30 am at the Burton Center. (Alexander Hall in case of
rain)
Circle 4 – will meet for a covered dish lunch on Monday, May 3rd, at 11:00 am, at the home of Lisa
Yarbrough’s mother - 1139 Fraser Road, Ninety Six, 29666. Our project for the month of May will
be the Pathway House for Women. We will collect and deliver needed supplies. Watch for an email
from either Peggy or Lisa regarding additional information. This is our last meeting for the year so
we are looking forward to seeing everyone. We are planning to have everything OUTSIDE!
Circle 5 – will meet Tuesday, May 4th at 12:30 pm at Fat Daddy’s BBQ.
Circle 6 – will meet Monday, May 3rd at 7:00 pm in the Barksdale Room
Circle 7 - will meet Tuesday, May 18th, at 11:00 am, at the home of Cindy Leary.

STEPHEN MOMENT...
MAY 2021
“Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

God is always with us. Last week, my daughter Susan and I were on the way to Abbeville when
suddenly a huge buzzard was flying directly toward my windshield. Needless to say, I slammed
on brakes to avoid hitting him. No one was behind us and we were okay. In a mile and a half or
so around a curve I slammed on brakes again for a group of buzzards in the road. So….that should
be all. Right? No, on the way back home a baby goat was running in the road in my lane. I braked
and Susan blew the horn for me. Cars came from every direction but the goat finally left the road.
(The baby goat was a very cute one.)
This incident illustrates how God takes care of us in many ways. We may have to stop, slow down,
be careful, and take many detours in life. These events put us in places that we are supposed to
be. The roadblocks may seem to be harsh at times, but the roads we take are guided by God. We
look back and see these bad times become blessings in disguise. Personal growth happens after
experiencing difficulties. We become more empathic toward others as well.

Scriptures of hope and courage:
1.
Read Joshua 1: 1-9
2.
Lamentations 3: 22-24 “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning, great is Your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’
says my soul, therefore, I hope in Him.”
3.
Philippians 4: 12-13 “I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and
in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Let us pray. Thank you, God, for protecting us through the trials and uncertainties in life. Help
us to grow and love you more each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen
Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader, sandcgor@gmail.com

“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”
Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

Church History for the Month: The Natural Gas Shortage of ‘77

The winter of 1976-1977 was colder than most on record. For majority of the
United States, the last half of January and the first half of February never saw the temperature rise above freezing. A combination of higher use and improper distribution of
natural gas used for heating across the United States led to a national shortage.
The impact of the natural gas shortage was immediately felt all over the country
as many factories temporarily closed, leaving many without jobs. The impact of the
gas shortage was also felt by the congregation of First Presbyterian Church. Because
our church facility relied on natural gas for heating, the national shortage threatened
the possibility of not being able to gather for worship. Session held a called meeting on
January 30, 1977, approving a plan to accept an offer by First Baptist Church to use
their sanctuary for the entire month of February. First Baptist Church’s sanctuary, which
was heated by oil instead of natural gas, allowed our congregation as well as the congregation of Main Street United Methodist Church, (whose sanctuary was, like ours also
heated by gas) to continue Sunday Morning Worship without using the much-needed
natural gas.
The Index-Journal article for Saturday, February 5, 1977, reported many Sunday worship cancellations for nearby churches. This article also described the worship
schedules for the three churches, with First Presbyterian worshipping on February 6
and 13 at 9:00 AM, while Main Street Methodist would worship at 10:15 AM, and First
Baptist would utilize the 11:30 AM worship time. For the last two Sundays of the month,
First Presbyterian and Main Street would flip worship times, while First Baptist kept the
later service time. The article also announced protocols such as the use of First Baptist’s
chapel for choir warm-ups as well as guidelines to avoid traffic congestion in between
services.
“A Theology for Wise Pessimists” was the sermon title for the first service on February 6, delivered by The Rev. John T. Conley. The Session met after the worship service at 11:05 AM in our Session Room and continued to accept new members into our
congregation. According to the Index-Journal, the thermostat was set at 55 degrees.
As February continued, several Sunday School classes met in our church following the worship service at First Baptist, although chilled by the 55-degree thermostat
standard. Eventually, an unnamed member requested Session to consider adjusting
the indoor temperature to 65 degrees, which was approved. Session continued to hold
meetings in or church, both called and stated, and hosted joint meetings with the Diaconate throughout February.
The history books for both First Baptist, and Main Street Methodist record this
event in February. The Natural Gas Shortage of ‘77 demonstrates that despite a national
crisis, although slightly adjusted, the Worship of God didn’t stop, and forty-four years
later, the same lesson still applies.
This article was written and submitted by Andrew Goforth.

notes
Nobody gets a pass on singing (that’s the good news!)

The Bible says that a vibrant faith will express itself in singing—YOUR singing. It may not always be
“happy” songs, and may not even be songs about your feelings, your experiences, or your views.
The Bible declares in too many places to list here that God’s character, acts, attributes are worthy of
our singing. Interestingly, the “quality” of voice is never mentioned. I would conclude that it is the
act of obedience in singing that is important, not the skill or expertise.
So what about songs that are about our feelings? Those are also welcomed and highly valued by
God. There are so many places in scripture where “lament” (complaining, begging for relief, just
plain sadness) songs are sung by our greatest heroes of the faith!
Do you think God will meet you in a special and intimate way as you sing songs to Him? Well, that
depends on our attitude. If your singing is “without understanding” (see 1 Corinthians 14:15) then
the portal to heaven is clogged. If your singing is non-existent, the portal to heaven is obstructed.
BUT* when we do sing with understanding and from obedience, at least two things happen:
1)
Our hearts and minds are opened to God’s grace and healing
2)
We experience the JOY of singing! How do I know this is true? Yes, my own experience has
confirmed this, but my experience does not guarantee YOUR experience. What does guarantee this
to be universally true is because the Scriptures say it, teach it, recommend it, and command it! The
Savior praised God by singing. I’m going with Jesus on this one.
*my favorite Bible word that means “there is an antidote to the previous sentence”

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

How to discern if you are “called” to music ministry

You can sing, or want to sing
You can play an instrument
You can learn (not just music, but anything really)
You’re not serving in any other way
You are serving, but not much

That’s it! Give me a call, we’ll find a place for you. You can “hide” in a group, or shine in the spotlight (well, we don’t have a spotlight, but you get the drift…)
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