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A Message From Our Pastor...

In March the South Carolina House voted to approve a bill that would categorize churches and other 
religious organizations as “essential services during a state of emergency.” The vote was far from 
unanimous. While I am sure the legislators who voted against the bill may have valid concerns, the 
issue opens a much larger dialogue about what is “essential” in our lives. An occurrence of a cat-
astrophic event has a way of setting one’s priorities. When we are faced with a personal crisis, the 
aspects of our life that are non-essential quickly fall away to reveal what we truly need to live. During 
a large-scale crisis, such as a world pandemic, governments set those priorities for the people. The 
National Conference of State Legislatures list energy, childcare, water and wastewater, agriculture 
and food production, critical retail, critical trades, transportation, and social service organizations as 
essential workers on their website. These, as well as healthcare, all make sense as they address the 
tangible needs of survival. A larger question looms however. How essential is our spiritual and mental 
health? 

When the Devil tempted Jesus with food during a crisis of hunger, Jesus quotes a passage from Deu-
teronomy, saying “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God” (Matthew 4:4).  Jesus clarifies that what we often label as essential does not ultimately sustain 
us. We need bread and water to sustain our bodies, but what about our mind and spirit? The neces-
sary restrictions we have put in place due to COVID-19 amplifies our spiritual and social hunger. The 
community God formed through Abraham and Sarah was essential to their survival. Jesus intention-
ally formed a group of disciples because he knew they would need one another on the road ahead. 
The Holy Spirit pulled the church together because in times of trouble they would be able to point one 
another back to what is essential - God.  

If we are ever to survive as a person, as a society, or as humanity God must once again be deemed 
essential. What we offer here is not empty fellowship, cutesy lessons, or self-aggrandizing gather-
ings. Thanks be to God, we offer life. We restore the soul. We are the life preserver in times of trou-
ble. God has entrusted us with the magnificent task of guiding God’s people back to him when the 
world around us crumbles. Is the Church essential? For every creature that moves across this earth, 
YES! 
         Blessings,

         Pastor Kyle



Congratulations to Philip & 
Libby Bell and Len & Judy 
Sieckman on the birth of their 
granddaughter and Jo Graham 
on the birth her great-grand-

daughter, Lola James Sieckman, born March 
16, 2021.  Parents are Jeff & Becca Sieckman of 
Columbia; and to Dave and Kay Post on the 
birth of their great granddaughter, Kayleigh 
Ann Smith, born March 18, 2021, at Yokota 
Air Base, Tokyo, Japan.  Parents are Michele 
(Post) and Keith Smith.

TEAM MEETINGS
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,  
April 12th, at 5:15 virtually.

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
April 11th, at 6:00 in the Henry Reynolds Room and 
Zoom.

The Committed Prayers Team will meet Monday, 
April 26th, at 5:30 pm, virtually.

The Financial Oversight Committee will meet 
Wednesday, April 14th, at 12:00 noon, in Alexander 
Hall.

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, 
April 11th, at 4:30 pm, in the Chapel and virtually.

The Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, April 
13th, at 5:30 pm, virtually.

The Nominating Committee will Wednesday, April 
17th, at 5:15 pm, n the Henry Reynolds Room.

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will meet 
Monday, April 26th, at 10:00 am, in Alexander Hall.

The Session will meet Sunday, April 25th, at 5:30 via 
Zoom.

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, April 13th, at 
6:00 pm, via Zoom.

Please note that the time and date of these meetings 
are subject to change.

You are encouraged to hold any meetings/
gatherings virtually, if possible.  If you would 
like to meet in person, please contact the front 
office if it is something different than what is 
printed here in The Spire.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are 
extended to the family of The Rev. John Con-
ley upon his passing on January 13, 2021, in 
Dallas, TX. (The Rev. Conley was as an As-
sociate Pastor here from 1976-1980.); to Rick 
Phillips and his family upon the passing of 
his father, Tony Phillips, on March 7, 2021;  to 
Noah & Rachel Carter on the passing of their 
grandfather, Joe Carter, on March 10, 2021; to 
Elinor Miller and her family on the passing 
of her son-in-law, Steve Oxinfield, on March 
16, 2021, of St. Paul, MN; and to Becky Gard-
ner and her family on the passing of her fa-
ther, Gene Davis of Lafayette, IN, on March 
21, 2021. We share with them the joy of the 
promise of resurrection and eternal life.



SPECIAL SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 28TH

10:00 SERVICE

Easter Morning Sunrise Service
with Flowering of the Cross

8:00 am behind Alexander Hall

Easter Morning Worship Service
with Communion

10:00 a.m. - Sanctuary

“He is Risen – 
He is risen, indeed!”

MAUNDY THURSDAY
COMMUNION SERVICE

APRIL 1st
12:00 NOON
SANCTUARY

WOMEN’S SUNDAY

APRIL 25TH

10:00 AM



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry

Children’s Sunday School 
Check Facebook every week at 
9:00 a. m. or anytime thereafter. 

Legoz and LOGOS - Wednesday evenings from 6:00 – 7:00. 
Use the front lobby doors to enter and exit. 

Here are our upcoming themes:

4/7 - Mary at the Tomb
4/14 - Doubting Thomas

4/21 - The Ascension
4/28 – End of the Year Celebration

Mark Your Calendars!!!
  June 27 – July 1 – VBS            April 3 - Easter Egg Hunt 

10:00 or 3:00
 232 Brookfield Drive, Gatewood



New Parent Resource

Great tool for learning how 
to speak your child’s love 

language. There’s an online 
quiz available as well.

What’s new in the library? 

Need some joy? 
This book’s for you!

Teen Circle (Circle 2)
We will meet in person at church April 25.

We will have lunch together.
Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship.

Bring $12 to cover lunch.

In March, Lynn Hemphill taught us techniques to 
combat stress.  THANK YOU!



This one is just for our 
college students! 

We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know you are still part 
of our church family no matter where 

you may be.

Do not worry.
Stress is crippling and can give us headaches, stomachaches, 

irritability, tears, and so much more stuff that we don’t want.
But the Bible tells us over and over again not to worry, 

not to fear, not to be anxious.
Clearly, God doesn’t want us to live this way. 
Try this breath prayer several times in a row:

Breathe in: “Lord God, you know what’s on my mind.”
Breathe out: “Lord God, I give it to you.”

Try these apps when you feel stressed, worried, afraid, or anxious.

Sunday School for all ages

Children’s and Adult Sunday School are 
available on Facebook each week at 9:00 
a. m. No youth Sunday School at this time.

Adults, we are working on making sure it is available on YouTube as well. 
Thank you for your patience and participation.  A special thank you to 
the adult teachers for their patience in learning new technology to be 
able to facilitate these lessons.



Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or com-
munion with God or, more commonly, with fellow 
Christians.

Even in times of  physical distancing, we can still 
reach out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Let’s share some 
spring sunshine!

This Lenten season, 
our prayer partners are 
praying for each other. 

Let’s watch God at work 
for good in their lives!

A big thank you to all of our prayer partners. 
What a blessing to be able to pray for each other. 

We hope your lives have been richly blessed during this time, 
and that God has deepened your relationships and faith.

CAMP FELLOWSHIP THIS SUMMER
Use the link below to check out all of the awesome summer camps 

offered at Camp Fellowship.
https://www.campfellowship.org/summer2021



The Easter Egg Hunt will be held at the home 
of Darryl and Tamara McLeod Saturday, 

April 3, 2021 at 10am and 3pm.  (You choose 
which times suits your family.) We will count 
the children during the story and put out 20 
eggs per child so there will be plenty of eggs 

whenever you decide to come.  Bring a 
blanket to spread on the lawn afterwards if 
you’d like.  We will not be going to the 
church if it rains, so pray for sunshine!

Exciting News!
We are looking forward to kicking off a brand new concept

for Childrens Sunday School starting in the next school year! 
        We are working really hard to transform our new space 

(the basement). Be on the lookout for a wish list in May.
 

We need a name for our space!
We need volunteers! 

Please prayerfully consider being a part of our children’s ministry.

1st-5th grade Sunday School - we will need weekly/monthly volunteers to help with art, 
drama, music, crew leader, media, movie theatre, Bible stories, and more.

K3-K5 Sunday School - we are looking for adults who are willing to be trained in a Mon-
tessori-style Sunday School program called Godly Play. This will need to happen over the 
summer, so please let Elise know if you are interested asap. We already have a couple!

We need a name for our space!
We need volunteers! 

Please prayerfully consider being a part of our children’s ministry.



    YOUTH NEWS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Abigail Burnett (4th)

Mary Catherine Carter (9th)
Mason Bacot (14th)
Jordan Cason (24th)

Anna Kate Erickson (26th)
Jake Holubek (26th)

and Connor Davidson (29th)

It’s official: we are heading to Hilton Head this summer for 
Fun In The Son! Mark your calendars: July 11-16. Rising 9th 
graders and up are welcome to attend, and the cost (be-
fore discounts or scholarships) will be $465. With loads of 
beach, games, worship, keynote speakers, and break-out 
groups, it will be one conference you don’t want to miss.

Speaking of other things not to miss – let me know about 
any upcoming games or concerts you have. I want to come 

out and support your athletic awesomeness and embarrass you with my cheers! 
Shoot me a text at 757-647-5232 or e-mail gordon@firstgreenwood.com to tell me 
what your schedule is. 

In the meantime, we are still going strong with youth activities on Sundays from 
5-7 PM and Wednesdays from 6-7 PM. Be on the lookout for special parties or other 
events in our Remind texting group or on InstaGram @greenwood_youth. 

THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!

Here’s a huge shout out to all the youth that 
particpated in the Youth Pine Straw 

Fundraiser.  Great Job!

We especially want to thank all of the church 
members who purchased pine straw from 

the Youth.  The proceeds will be used to help 
alleviate some of the costs incurred this 

summer for our Fun in the Son trip.



News from Noah’s Ark

Krispy Kreme Fundraiser
April 6th – April 13th 

Noah’s Ark will be selling Krispy Kreme 

Donuts. Order forms will be available in the 

front office, the Noah’s Ark Office, 

by calling 229-0902, or email us 

at noahsark@firstgreenwood.com. 

Donuts will be available for pick up on 

Thursday, April 15th     

Donuts for Dads

Our Noah’s Ark students are excited 
to welcome all their dads for a 

special morning, April 28th, for 
“Donuts for Dads.”

 
Gordon Tubbs, Johnny’s dad, and 
Youth Pastor at First Presbyterian 
Church, will lead our “Chapel”

 at 9:15am in the Sanctuary. 

Annual Charity Walk 

On Wednesday, April 28th,
 our students, faculty, and friends will 
gather for our Annual Charity Walk. 
This year we chose to honor three of 
our own brave ladies: Lauren Austin, 
Kim Masters, and Amanda Patterson. 
Lauren is former student of Noah’s 

Ark, and their daughter Molly is a 2020 
Noah’s Ark “Graduate.” Amanda is also 
a parent to Noah’s Ark students Wyatt 
(a current Noah’s Ark student) and Lily 
Grace (a 2020 Noah’s Ark “Graduate”.) 
Kim Masters, is the current Director of 
Noah’s Ark Preschool. All three ladies 

are Breast Cancer Survivors. Noah’s Ark 
is honoring these Survivors and 

special Noah’s Ark Friends by asking 
them to lead our Annual Charity Walk 
this year!  Pink Ribbons will be sold to 

raise money for the Breast Cancer 
Research Foundation and will be 

displayed in the halls of Noah’s Ark. 
Thank you for your support of this 

cause and for continued prayers for 
these and so many other ladies 

fighting cancer. 

Help Support Noah’s Ark 



STEPHEN MOMENT...
APRIL 2021

Psalm 46: 1-3, NKJV
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be removed,

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling.”

It is very helpful to be reminded that God is with us at all times. You may have noticed in my 
writings that I have a tendency to worry about just about everything.  I am a work in progress!
I keep this saying from “Our Daily Bread” on my dresser at home and read it faithfully to help me 
focus on the right things:

 “When worry walks in, strength runs out. But strength returns when we run to God.”

There are so many things that happen daily to everyone.  Included in a list might be one or 
more of the following issues: loneliness, loss of a spouse, retirement changes, unemployment, 
discouragement, childbirth, divorce, grief, terminal illness, being shut-in, many questions about 
life, losses of all kinds.  We have many supportive friends in our church who pray for you, offer 
assistance, listen, and who will go the extra mile to help others.

Let us say these verses aloud together: “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our 
refuge.” Psalm 46: 10-11 NKJV

Are you in need of:
Someone who cares?

Someone who supports?
Someone who listens?
Someone who shares?

Contact one of our ministers to find out about Stephen Ministry.

Let us pray.  Thank you, God, for always being there for all of us. Bless those who have special 
needs and those who worry too much. Give us strength to meet difficulties this week and to give 
praise to you. In Jesus name, Amen

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader
“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”

If you have favorite scriptures that give you hope and/or are meaningful to you, feel free to share 
them with me at sandcgor@gmail.com.



Presbyterian Women News
Featured Circle of the Month

Circle 5
Circle 5 has had limited face to face meetings in light of COVID, just like many 
of the other circles.  Despite the challenges, we have managed to come to-
gether as a group and help those in need.  We organized a meal train (and provided meals) for a 
church family for 3 months, provided a meal for the Greater Greenwood United Ministry, rented an 
inflatable bouncy house and inflatable obstacle course for the children’s choir from Africa during 
their stay at Camp Fellowship, participated in the beautification of Grace Street Park as part of 
Here for a Reason service day, donated money to the Pakistan women’s sewing centers and pro-
vided a surprise Christmas monetary donation to one of our beloved, giving and faithful church 
members.  We have also continued to send our 2 college “secret angels” monthly care packages.  
We hope and pray that we may continue to serve the Lord and those around us, and get back to 
meeting in person sooner than later.

Women’s Sunday
Our congregation is in for a special treat on Women’s Sunday, April 25.
The Rev. Caroline Vinson Dennis will deliver the message. She understands herself best not in 
terms of accomplishments achieved, degrees attained, or positions held, but in terms of relation-
ships.  So she would like you to know that she is the wife of Phillip, the mom of Helen, Hannah and 
Jacob, fellow couch sitter and trail walker with Bebe (a yellow labish), co-pastor with the saints at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church here in Greenwood, third daughter of Luan and Fritz, sister to 
Nancy, Kathy and Anna, and most importantly of all, child of God.  She loves a good story, a long 
walk in the woods, a hot cup of coffee, a competitive game of Scrabble, the laughter of children, 
the surprising compassion of strangers, and the wisdom of the old and cranky.  She is not very 
good at sitting still or staying quiet, but she is working on it.

Also on Women’s Sunday we will be honoring some of our past Moderators.  Many have graciously 
agreed to take part in the service of worship.  Their years of service will be listed next to their name 
in the Order of Worship. The Honorary Life Membership award will be presented to a very deserv-
ing woman, and this is also the day that Presbyterian Women install their new slate of officers.  

To add to the joyful day, a special offering will be collected and divided between the Birthday and 
Thank Offering projects that support a wide variety of life-changing mission programs both nation-
ally and internationally.  Please read the next page for these projects.

Donna Feldmaier
Moderator

Date to Remember:
April 26:  CT Meeting



To help support projects like these, we ask that you give as you have been blessed. 
Please address checks to: First Presbyterian Church for Thank/Birthday Offering

2021 Birthday Offering Recipients

Garden Gate Ranch, Inc.:  Education Center Renovations, 
Des Moines, Iowa.  Grant will assist in providing safe hous-
ing, restorative and transitional services for sexually-exploited 
women and their children.  $150,000.

Memorial Drive Ministries, Inc.:  Gymnasium Capital Im-
provements.  Stone Mountain Georgia.  Grant will replace a 
desperately needed gymnasium roof for after school activities 
in a diverse community.  $77,061.

Nkhoma Mission Hospital:  Women’s Health Center/OBGYN 
Theatre, Nkhoma, Malawi.  Grant will provide funding for an 
obstetrics and gynecology-specific operating room next to their 
prenatal and maternity wards.  $129,145.

2020 Thank Offering Recipients
NATIONAL

Contact Center:  Health Care Empowerment Project.  Pres-
bytery of Cincinnati.  Grant will provide advocate training 
for 20-30 women in beneficial Medicaid policies for low and 
moderate income individuals in Ohio.   $15,000.  

All About U Adoptions, Inc.  Nevaeh House.  Presbytery of 
South Dakota.  Grant will help purchase a home to provide 
welcoming, safe and healthy transitional housing for expectant 
mothers as well as counseling and adoption planning.  $50,000

Lifehouse Maternity Home:  Kitchen Renovation. Mid-Ken-
tucky Presbytery.  Grant will help expand a kitchen to allow 
space for hands-on cooking classes, daily meal preparation, 
and essential nutrition lessons to improve the health of resi-
dents and their unborn children.  $27,000

Crossroads Community Food Network:  Community Kitch-
en Enhancements.  National Capital Presbytery.  Grant will ex-
pand the community kitchen, provide rental space, and provide 
technical assistance for primarily low-income and immigrants 
individuals who want to start a food business.  $25,000

Faith 4 Justice:  Trauma-Informed Ministry.  Presbytery of 
Western North Carolina.  Grant will support training for lead-
ership development, community organizing, and raising public 
awareness for local faith leaders and Black and Latino commu-
nity leaders.  $20,000

Family Promise of Wayne County, N.Y., Inc.:   Day Re-
source Center Renovations.  Presbytery of Geneva.  Grant will 
help renovate a building for use as a day resource center and 
emergency overnight facility.  Families affected by homeless-
ness are helped to gain employment and sustainable housing.  
$22,500

Northern Nevada Dream Center:  Reach the Hungry.  Pres-
bytery of Nevada.  Grant will provide a 14-foot box truck to 
deliver food directly to outlying localities and neighborhoods.  
$25,000

Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center:  Setting a Place 
for All.  Presbytery of Tampa Bay.  Grant will provide more 
accessible facilities to older adults and people with disabilities.   
$27,000

Critical Mass Dance Co.:   Dance Empowerment Programs.  
Presbytery of the Pacific & Hawaii.  Grant will support train-
ing events for local dance teachers in teaching a trauma-in-
formed, free-form movement healing practice for low-income 
girls and women.   $12,500

Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe:  Team 
Refugee Youth.  Presbytery of Santa Fe.  Grant will build aca-
demic programs to help refugee middle and high school youth 
and programs to equip parents to guide and advocate for their 
children.  $9,000.

Stillwater Domestic Violence Services, Inc.  Shelter the Chil-
dren.  Cimarron Presbytery.  Grant will support a new initiative 
to reduce adverse childhood experiences related to violence 
seen by children in Oklahoma.   Art and sports programs will 
be provided to children living in the shelter while their moth-
ers work or deal with legal issues.  $5,000

Fernclipp Camp & Conference Center:  Transportation for 
Disaster Kits.  Presbytery of Arkansas.  Grant will purchase a 
box truck for picking up disaster kits from several collection 
depots in 12 southern states to help eliminate shipping costs, 
raise visibility, and grow this hands-on mission program.  
$30,000

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County:  Community 
Healing Circle. Presbytery of Donegal.  Grant will support a 
facilitator, childcare fees, and healing circle supplies for a safe 
space for those impacted by domestic violence.  $5,000.

INTERNATIONAL
Assoc. of Presby. Women of Kinshasa.  Complete the Wom-
en’s Centre & Training of Women.  Democratic Republic of 
Congo.  This building will offer a place for women to gather 
and receive leadership training to assess local needs, find 
substantial solutions, and help transform churches and presby-
teries of their synod.  $14,813.

Gidada Theological College:  Construction of a Girls’ Dor-
mitory in Ethiopia.  Recognizing that educating women is key 
to development for the whole society, the goal is to increase 
the number of women students with a dormitory for female 
theological students in Dembi-Dolla.  $43,650



MISSIONS/OUTREACH

Philip Bell, from the Endowment Committee, presents  Hospice members Nancy Corley and Andrea 
Scott a check for $20,000.  The money will be used to purchase new hospice-style beds for Hospice 
House as part of a $250,000.00  project to renew and refresh the facility after 15 years of community 
service. Also attending are The Rev. Dr. Kyle Hite, Glenda Davis, and Carol Scales representing the 
church's Missions & Outreach Team.  Our community is indeed blessed to have such an outstanding 
facility available.  It was a pleasure and a privilege for our church to be a participant in this import-
ant project.

WORLD LEPROSY DAY
THANK YOU to our very generous congre-
gation for the World Leprosy Day offering of 
$2,060 which will be sent to American Lepro-
sy Mission’s Laladh Hospital ministry in Nepal.   
Lalgadh is one of the busiest leprosy hospitals 
in the world, with over 1200 new patients with 
leprosy annually.   Your gifts will help trans-
form many lives through medicine, surgery, 
and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
   - Dr. Rich Goodwin

Faith Home  
The woman’s facility at 309 Washington 

Street in Abbeville is in need of female 
devotional leaders.  The present need is for 
Thursdays and Saturdays from 8:00-8:30 
a.m.  Volunteers can sign up for every week 
or once a month to give a lesson (ex. a Bible 
study).  Contact Marlene Roach, Abbeville 

manager,  at 864-407-5987 
for more information.  

GREENWOOD SOUP KITCHEN UPDATE
Norm Fawcett, Chairman of Board of Directors

Even during the Covid times, we have been able to find enough volunteers, 
but our BIG challenge continues  to be finding “Leaders”…those precious few who are willing to 
take on a position of responsibility, such as soup makers, daily coordinators (including Saturdays), 

local food purchasing/pick-ups, Board positions, etc.  
If you are one of these special people at First Pres…please give me a call to learn more!!

Faith Home 



GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION
Other Items of Interest

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the 
service on Easter Sunday, April 4th.

Sunday, April 5th, is Easter Sunday and we 
will be accepting the One Great Hour of Shar-
ing offering. Your gift enables the church to share 
God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around 
the world by providing relief to those affected by 
natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and 
helping to empower the poor and oppressed.

The church office will be closed Monday, April 
5th.

Deadline for the May issue of The Spire is 
Monday, April 19th.

Maundy Thursday is April 1st, Easter Sunday 
is April 4th, and Women’s Sunday is April 25th.

We hope to have Wednesday Night Fellow-
ship back in the fall.  Keep a look out!

The Nominating Committee is 
looking for nominations for new 

officers for next year.  
If  you would like to nominate 
someone,  please email your 

nominations for:

 Elder (3-year term), 
Youth Elder (1-year term), 

Deacon, 3-year term), 
Youth Deacon (1-year term), 
and Trustee (5-year term). 

Please email your nominations to 
lorcutt@skinnerco.com 

Please include why you feel this 
person(s) would make an effective 

officer of  the church.

LOOK AT OUR NEW STOLES!
A special thank you to Donna Byers and 

Janet Falter for these beautiful new stoles.  
They are made from a linen material resembling 
sackcloth with brown threading in the design.

They are very appropriate during this season of 
Lent displaying the cross topped with the crown of 
thorns and a larger thorn ribbon inlayed vertical 

on the stole.



CHURCH HISTORY FOR THE MONTH: THE NAMES ON THE WINDOWS

One project around the church nearing completion is the replacing of the protective covers on the outside of 
the stained-glass windows in Alexander Hall, allowing our windows to be better seen from the outside. These 
windows not only show off beautiful glass work, they also contain the names of some very important people 
in the history of First Presbyterian. This month, we will examine who some of these people were. However, 
for some of the names there is very little information about them. It is with my regret that their names can-
not be highlighted to the same degree as the others.

The Rev. John McLees, Pastor of Rock Church 1847-1882. McLees also served as the pastor 
for the satellite congregation that would later blossom into First Presbyterian. McLees had a 
profound impact on the spiritual development on the town of Greenwood in her early days, 
and the fruits of his labor cannot be understated. Although he passed away before First Pres-
byterian Church was officially recognized by the South Carolina Synod, he is considered to be 
the first pastor of our church. 

Dr. and Mrs. E. R. Calhoun. Dr. Calhoun served as an elder for Rock Church starting in 1838, and for 
nearly fifty years served as a leader for the satellite congregation that later formally separated from Rock 
Church and became First Presbyterian Church. 

Joel Smith. Mr. Smith married Isabella Elizabeth Marshall and together, they raised eight children. Joel, the 
son of a Baptist family, and Isabella, daughter of a Methodist family joined Rocky Creek Church (now Rock 
Presbyterian). This was the church that one of Joel’s closest friends, James Bailey, originally attended. Joel 
would also serve as an elder for Rocky Creek Church for many years. Joel met James Bailey during the peri-
od James served as postmaster for Stoney Point, and the two became very close friends. James would later 
name one of his children after Joel, and after Joel’s death, made sure that Isabella was cared for until her 
death in 1859. Joel Smith died on February 19, 1855 at the age of 57, after fighting a brief illness. 

James Bailey. 1816-1889. James was the son of Silas Bailey of Laurens. He lived at Stoney 
Point, serving as postmaster 1844-1851. He later married Harriet Bowen of Waterloo, and both 
were charter members of our church. Together they raised fourteen children, many of whom 
would also serve First Presbyterian later in life. James was one of the first four elders to serve 
our church. His death is recorded in the minutes of the Session, 1889, and his legacy of “zeal 
for the honor and welfare of his church” was formally recognized by the Session of 1889.

Joel S. and Clara T. Bailey. Joel Smith Bailey, 1855-September 6, 1900, was 
the son of James Bailey. For most of his life, he served as a business man and 
city leader. On October 25, 1882, he married Clara Cornelia Tarrant, another 
Greenwood native. The two would go on to have four sons and one daughter, 
and were charter members of First Presbyterian. Clara is remembered by her 
time serving as Sunday School Superintendent, pianist and teacher, as well as 
her love for flowers.



George A. and Mary T. Barksdale. Both were charter members of our church. George 
served the church as an elder, and served in that position for many years. Mary also served 
our church by singing in the church choir along with her husband in the church’s first orga-
nized choir around 1885. Mary is also recorded serving in the choir as late as 1899, during 
the dedication of the sanctuary that is now Alexander Hall.

Dr. A. P. Boozer. Dr. Boozer was a charter member that left Rock Church to start First Presbyterian in 1883. 
Dr. Boozer was elected and installed as one of the first four elders of our church in 1883, and served in that 
position until his death on May 28, 1887. In 1875, Dr. Boozer served on the building committee for the wood-
en frame building that preceded Alexander Hall as sanctuary. 

James W. Greene. James Greene died on December 27, 1896. He was a charter member of First Presby-
terian, and also a member of the church’s first organized choir in service around 1885.  

Unfortunately, very little information has currently been accessed for The Rev. James Creswell, other 
than his service as a charter member of First Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Ida S. Marse, served on the 
Pastor’s Aid Society committee in 1892. The life and legacies of W. N. Blake, A. M. Blake, and Mrs. 
Dollie A. Ligon also remain mostly a mystery. It is my hope that their lives can be documented one day 
as well. 

This article was submitted by Andrew Goforth, son of Don and Robbin Goforth.  Andrew is a senior at Green-
wood Christian School.



This was found while doing some research on another project.  Thought you might find it of interest.  
Dr. Alexander was the senior pastor here from 1951-1967 and had a local radio talkshow from 1965-1975.  

This is a devotion from Dr. Robert Alexander’s book “Living Day by Day with Dr. A.”.
Dr. Alexander is a former pastor of First Presbyterian Church.

I Believe

 Every so often I like to give what I call significant “I Believe” statements.  Incidentially, I have quite a collec-
tion.  Listen, if you will, to the following:
 “I believe in working, not weeping; in boosting, not knocking; and in the pleasure of the job.
 “I believe that a man gets what he goes after; that one deed done today is worth two deeds tomorrow; and that 
no man is down and out until he has lost faith in himself.
 “I believe in today and the work I am doing; in tomorrow and the work I hope to do and in the sure reward 
that the future holds.
 “I believe in courtesy, in kindness, in generosity, in good cheer, in friendship, and in honest competition.
 “I believe there is something to do somewhere for everyone ready to do it.
 “I believe I’m ready--right now.
 “I believe when you get to the end of your rope, you should tie a knot in it and hang on.
 “I believe anyone can carry his burden; however, heavy, until nightfall; anyone can do this, however hard, for 
one day.  
 “I believe the best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or touched but are felt in the heart.
 “I believe life is easier than you think.  All you have to do is accept the impossible, do without the indispensi-
ble, and bear the intolerable.
 “I believe if a man has any religion, he must give it up or give it away, that we must do the very best we can 
and leave the outcome to God.
 “I believe some husbands know all the answers; they’ve been listening for years.
 “I believe to be conscious that you are ignorant is a great step toward knowledge.
 “I believe the best way to succeed in life is to act on the advice you give to others. 
 “I believe there’s nothing wrong with being a self-made man if don’t consider the job finished too soon.
 “I believe a college education seldom hurts a man if he’s willing to learn a little something after he graduates.
 “I believe swallowing pride occassionally will never give you indigestion.
 “I believe the man who trims himself to suit everybody will soon whittle himself away.
 “I believe that humility is a strange thing.  The minute you think you’ve got it, you’ve lost it.
 “I believe a man wrapped up in himself makes a very small bundle.
 “I believe the greatest of faults is to be conscious of none.
 “I believe fine eloquence consists in saying all that should be said, not all that could be said.
 “I believe that if you want to be miserable, all you have to do is think about yourself, about what you want, 
what you like, what respect people ought to pay you, and what people think of you .” (Charles Kingsley)
 I believe that:
  Our lives are songs, God writes the words
  And we set them to music at pleasure;
  And the song grows glad or sweet or sad,
  As we choose to fashion the measure.
    --Ella Wheeler Wilcox

 Have a good day and keep your spirits high!



notes
Did you know that throughout all time and across all cultures, music participation has been ob-

served to improve all academic results for students.  Music appreciation has also proven to be a 

MAJOR factor in the cultural advancement of civil society, paving the way for new ideas, affirm-

ing cultural norms, and expressing romantic love!

So why should Christians care about the Music Education aspect in faith formation? 

• Because the Bible says it’s important. 

• Because God LOVES to hear his children (of any age) sing and play. 

• Because it is vital to articulating and expressing our faith. 

• Because in our learning, we can also serve by leading our congregation in its praise.

Since no mention is made about whether or not a disciple “likes” music, perhaps the “liking” is 

irrelevant--a shocking thought in a culture where how we “feel” about things has become the 

(only) measure of importance. We expect a basic fluency in reading, writing, math, and history. 

Should we not expect the same in worship skills? 

It is a totally achievable goal to have overflowing and jubilant choirs for children, youth, and 

adults, bell choirs, timpani players and instrumentalists all passionate to serve our Lord, and to 

have a congregation bursting with glory lifting their voices to the heavens in praise!

“Come Christians, join to sing!!! Hallelujah! Amen!”

IT’S NOT ABOUT MUSIC, IT’S ABOUT BEING A CHRISTIAN!     

      To a Church Choir
     Music makes a prayer stronger,
	 	 	 	 	 	 lifts	the	spirit	from	the	mire,
	 	 	 	 	 	 stretches	worship	moments	longer,
	 	 	 	 	 	 hangs	a	banner	from	the	spire.
	 	 	 	 	 Music	dyes	the	flowers	deeper,
	 	 	 	 	 	 sharpens	all	the	candle	flames,
	 	 	 	 	 	 wakes	the	solitary	sleeper,
	 	 	 	 	 	 shakes	the	windows	in	their	frames.
	 	 	 	 	 Music	stirs	the	heart	atremble,
	 	 	 	 	 	 sets	the	waiting	soul	afire,
	 	 	 	 	 	 helps	the	scattered	thoughts	assemble,
	 	 	 	 	 	 brings	God	nearer.		Thank	you,	Choir.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 --Donna	Dickey	Guyer
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