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A Message From Our Pastor...

It is hard to imagine that one year ago all of this craziness started. In 
March of 2020, we were gearing up for a full Lenten journey. We were 
making big plans for Easter and summer. Quickly all of those plans 
crumbled resulting in the unthinkable – we could not even worship to-
gether for Easter. I have expressed several times how deeply I labored 
over those decisions and what they would mean for our church. If they 
don’t come, will they ever return? How will we pay for the utilities and 
staff salaries? God proved those fears unwarranted and placed an 
exclamation point on “Do not worry!” We have remained connected, 
your generosity has not faltered, and God’s church still carries on with 
the cross held high! God is good…in the good times and the bad…all 
the time! 

In March of 2021, we look toward to the future with the confidence 
that God has brought His people this far, and God will carry us through tomorrow. We began Lent 
with a beautiful Ash Wednesday service. The sun was setting through the stained-glass windows in 
Alexander Hall. The colors were brighter than I had ever seen before due to the replacement of the 
exterior clear glass. We enjoyed seeing faces we have not seen since a year previous. We enjoyed 
Elise’s teaching, Gordon’s monologue of Psalm 51, and Steve’s music. I was moved again by impos-
ing ashes then watching the saints place their prayers upon the wall.  

The journey of Lent is now under way. Each week, community churches are participating in the 
Lenten Pilgrimage with recorded services in their sanctuaries. We will spend Sundays looking at 
the animals of the Bible in our series “Life is a Zoo.” Our doors are open for worship on Sundays. A 
new Lenten devotional is available for everyone. The horizon of Easter is an event we are excited to 
prepare for. On Easter, we will have a “sunrise” service at 8:00 am outside that will include a journey 
through the Columbarium to the flowering of the cross on the steps of the Chapel. For the 10:00 am 
service, we will process the flowered cross and celebrate the resurrection with all of our heart. Truly 
there is much to be celebrated. Let us set our sights on the blessings of God through the midst of the 
trials. Welcome home church family. Welcome home. 
         
         Blessings,

         Pastor Kyle



RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Harriet Gooding -- Ashley House

Congratulations to Daniel & 
Baileigh Rushton on the birth 
of their son, Matthew James 
Rushton, born December 22, 
2020; to John & Barbara Hol-

man on the birth of their grandson, Graham 
Alexander Reynolds, born February 8, 2021.  
Parents are Elizabeth & Alex Reynolds of 
Cincinnati, OH; and to Lynda & Sam Thur-
man on the birth of their grandson, Winston 
Alexander Diekman, born February 19, 2021.  
Parents are Lt. Col. Arthur & Kristin Diek-
man of Fayetteville, NC.

TEAM MEETINGS
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,  
March 8th, at 5:15 virtually.

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
March 14th, at 6:00 in the Henry Reynolds Room and 
Zoom.

The Committed Prayers Team will meet Monday, 
March 29th, at 5:30 pm, virtually.

The Diaconate will meet Sunday, March 21st, at 
5:30pm, virtually.

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, 
March 14th, at 5:00 pm, in the Chapel and virtually.

The Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, March 
9th, at 5:30 pm, virtually.

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will meet 
Monday, March 22nd, at 10:00 am, in Alexander Hall.

The Session will meet Sunday, March 28th, at 5:30 
via Zoom.

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, March 9th, at 
6:00 pm, via Zoom.

Please note that the time and date of these meetings 
are subject to change.

You are encouraged to hold any meetings/
gatherings virtually, if possible.  If you would 
like to meet in person, please contact the front 
office if it is something different than what is 
printed here in The Spire.

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are 
extended to Baileigh Rushton and her family 
upon the passing of her father, Mark Brock 
on January 28, 2021; to the family of Belle 
Kennette upon her passing on February 13, 
2021; to Lynn Barnette and her family upon 
the passing of her husband, Van Barnette, on 
February 16, 2021; and to Marj Williams upon 
the passing of her mother, Edith Ann Mul-
ford of Defiance, OH on February 16, 2021. 
We share with them the joy of the promise of 
resurrection and eternal life.



GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION
Other Items of Interest

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the 
service on Sunday, March 7th.

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 
14th so be sure to set your clocks forward one 
hour on Saturday, March 13th.

Deadline for the April issue of The Spire is 
Monday, March 15th.

Palm Sunday is March 28th.

It’s that time of year again for the 
PINE STRAW SALE! Get out your 

pitchforks and your trucks because 
we’re rolling deep in order to 

support the Youth for their summer 
programs. Price is $6 per bale and we 
are taking orders between February 
7th-28th and delivering in the first 

week of March. Order forms are avail-
able in the front lobby or you can email 
Gordon at gordon@firstgreenwood.com

The Nominating Committee is 
looking for nominations for new 

officers for next year.  
If  you would like to nominate 
someone,  please email your 

nominations for:

 Elder (3-year term), 
Youth Elder (1-year term), 

Deacon, 3-year term), 
Youth Deacon (1-year term), 
and Trustee (5-year term). 

Please email your nominations to 
lorcutt@skinnerco.com 

Please include why you feel this 
person(s) would make an effective 

officer of  the church.

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE
While our annual Lenten Pilgrimage 

may look a little different this year than 
in years past, that doesn’t mean it won’t 
be as meaningful.  We will not be able 

to gather together to worship on 
Wednesday afternoons during Lent 

but we can still worship.  Each church 
will provide a video of their service 
which we will share on our Facebook 
page.  So be sure to check in each week 

to see the worship service from a 
different church each week.



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry

Children’s Sunday School 
Check Facebook every week at 
9:00 a. m. or anytime thereafter. 
Tune in and see if your child got 

a shout out.

Legoz and LOGOS - Wednesday evenings from 6:00 – 7:00. 
Use the front lobby doors to enter and exit. Here are our upcoming themes:

3/3- Parable of the Prodigal Son
3/10- What is Palm Sunday

3/17- What is Maundy Thursday
3/24- What is Good Friday

3/31 – Holy Week and Spring Break – no Legoz and LOGOS

Mark Your Calendars!!!
            April 3 - Easter Egg Hunt                          June 27 – July 1 – VBS



New Parent Resource

A wonderful tale that uses 
three trees to talk about the 

life of Jesus. 
Beautiful story.

What’s new in the library? 

A guide for walking through 
hard times of unforgiveness.

Teen Circle (Circle 2)
We will meet in person at church March 21 to avoid 

Holy Week/Spring Break.
We will have lunch together.

Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship.
Bring $12 to cover lunch.



This one is just for our 
college students! 

We miss you, and we love you!
We want you to know you are still part 
of our church family no matter where 

you may be.

Be You
God created you just the way you are. You have strengths and gifts 
that God gave you to share. You have weaknesses that God will help 
you develop. Don’t try to be anyone other than who He made you. 

You are enough. You are valued. You are important. 
Enjoy today knowing that God delights in you . . .

Just the way you are.
Did you see your God’s glory pictures in the Lenten devotional?  

Check our website or FaceBook.

Sunday School for all ages

Children and Adult Sunday School are 
available on Facebook for both and You 
Tube for adults each week at 9:00 a. m. 

A special thank you to the adult teachers for their patience in learning 
new technology to be able to facilitate these lessons.

No Youth Sunday school.



Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or com-
munion with God or, more commonly, with fellow 
Christians.

Even in times of  physical distancing, we can still 
reach out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Send them some sun-
shine!

This Lenten season, 
our prayer partners are 
praying for each other. 

Let’s watch God at work 
for good in their lives!

Scottie Jeffreys – Asher, Samar, Ella, and Bella Din

Frank & Penny Cannon – Luke, Carson, Baxter, and Parks Penney

Cindy Leary – Buck, Lisa, Will, and Erika Jo Buchanan

Martha Ann Davis – Brian, Aimee, and Lyle Clark

Preston Goforth – Wade, Kirstin, and Davis Sherrer

Jean Mabe – Kristen, Freddie, Blair, and Annabelle McClendon

Peggy Hammett – Beth, Liza Evans, Quay, and Kate Justesen

Philip & Libby Bell – Laura Margaret, Charlie, and Adam Fennell

Bill & Betsy Collins – Preston, Dale, Tinsley, and Susie Culbertson

Donna Thompson – Jay, Kathryn, Ellie, and Kate LaForge

Rich & Susie Goodwin – Christopher, Elise, Dawsey, Emma, and Lily Collins

Joyce Hyde – Ann Logan



Camp Fellowship is offering Easter-in-a-Basket – a Holy Week experi-
ence for children, youth, and families.

Please order directly from Camp Fellowship by March 1st!

https://www.campfellowship.org/easterinabasket

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held at the home 
of Darryl and Tamara McLeod Saturday, 

April 3, 2021 at 10am and 3pm.  (You choose 
which times suits your family.) We will count 
the children during the story and put out 20 
eggs per child so there will be plenty of eggs 

whenever you decide to come.  Bring a 
blanket to spread on the lawn afterwards if 
you’d like.  We will not be going to the 
church if it rains, so pray for sunshine!

Palm Sunday
Children ages K4-5th grade are invited to 

participate in our palm procession.
Please meet in the Henry Reynolds room.

In addition, we are featuring our 
Wednesday night LOGOS choir (1st-5th), 

who will be singing during worship. 
Meet in the choir room at 9:30 sharp! 



    YOUTH NEWS

It’s that time of year again for the PINE 
STRAW SALE! Get out your pitchforks and 

your trucks because we’re rolling deep in 
order to support the Youth for their summer 

programs. Price is $6 per bale and we are 
taking orders between February 7th-28th 
and delivering in the first week of March. 

Order forms are  available in the front lobby 
or you can email Gordon at 

gordon@firstgreenwood.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Katelyn Rouse (5th),
Henry Logan (10th),

Charlie Fennell (19th),
Charleigh White (31st)!

“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” ~ Romans 8:28-29 (NKJV)

This is a classic verse we all know and love, but how can it speak 
to our youth ministry? In order to get to where we want to be in 
the future, we are going to have to face several challenges head 

on. So far this year our youth ministry has been keeping steady, but I know we can do more. We 
need to recognize that there are challenges that are preventing us from having a vibrant youth 
presence on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, but we also need to recognize that these challenges 
don’t ultimately separate us from the love we have in Jesus Christ. Let us then act on that love, and 
unleash it into this world.

I do devotionals like these all the time at our youth gatherings. If you think you could use a little 
more of God’s Word in your week, which I know we all do, please come out and experience what 
genuine fellowship and discipleship looks like!

Sunday Evenings
5-6 PM  Youth Music Ensemble
6-7 PM  Youth Group

Wednesday Evenings
6-7 PM  Youth Fellowship

OUR 2020 CONFIRMANDS
Mykal Hite, Bennett Erickson, 

Henry Logan, Thomas Goff, Lauren Griggs, 
Laura Margaret Fennell 

(Not pictured: Freddie McClendon)



News from Noah’s Ark

Valentine’s Day at Noah’s Ark
Sellars Ackerman’s grandfather (Mr. Bumpas), a 
former Postman, delivered special Valentine’s Day 
Cards to our students. He also shared stories and 

information with the students about delivering mail. 

Noah’s Ark Virtual 
Grandparents’ Day 

Each class sent a video and cards to our Noah’s 
Ark grandparents this year.  We missed hosting our 
special grandparents at Noah’s Ark, but we know 
they enjoyed all the love our students sent to them 

through special crafts, cards, and the video.  

2021 – 2022 Registration
Our registration is going well! Most of our classes are full, with very few spots available.  

Registration forms are available in the Noah’s Ark Preschool Office, on the First 
Presbyterian Church website, or the church lobby. The registration form and the $170 

($140 for each additional child) registration fee must be received in order to hold 
your child’s spot for next school year.

Please share our registration information information with any friends or family members 
who may be looking for a wonderful preschool for their child. 

Please contact Kim Masters at 229-0902 or at noahsark@firstgreenwood.com 
for further information.



ENDOWMENT UPDATE

The Endowment Committee met on Monday, February 15.  New members Jukie Leary, 
Trustee and Lisa Buchanan, Session member were welcomed to the Endowment Commit-
tee.   The following is a list of current members and their position on the Committee:

Jay Nexsen (Chairman)  Third Year Trustee
Ruth LaForge (Secretary) At-Large Session Member
Emily Rouse (Treasurer)           Non-Voting Member
Jukie Leary              First Year Trustee
Jan Smoke                                Second Year Trustee
Tedd Smith                                Fourth Year Trustee
Steve White    Fifth Year Trustee
Lisa Buchanan                          First Year Session Member
Philip Bell                                  Second Year Session Member
Laine Orcutt                              Third Year Session Member
Kyle Hite                  Non-Voting Member

Taylor Stokes, Stokes Capital Advisors, LLC, provided the 2020 Investment Report of the 
Endowment with a total investment balance of $3,196,329 with an annual return of 8.32.  
Emily Rouse, treasurer, reported 2020 year end total assets of $3,303,925.   The Endow-
ment Committee expended $94,216 of its $100,000 non-restricted budget in 2020 plus 
$17,720 in Restricted Funds.  At our first meeting of 2021, we approved $100,000 again 
for our 2021 non-restricted funds budget.  We also approved a request from Hospice Care 
Foundation of the Piedmont for $20,000 to fund 13 beds at Hospice here in Greenwood.  
Two other requests for funding were sent back for additional information.   A discussion to 
amend the investment target guidelines were discussed and approved based on the in-
formation provided by our Investment Advisor.  Committee assignments for the year were 
made.  Our next scheduled meeting is May 17.

Below is a list of 2020 unrestricted expenditures:

$2,500              Perry Chapel
$10,000           Thornwell College Farms
$7,471             Noah’s Ark
$3,001            School supplies for Pakistan students
$14,000          Kenya Mission
$13,677          Our church video streaming equipment
$20,067           Piedmont Agency on Aging
$23,500           Local Boys and Girls Community Club



Presbyterian Women News

I am sending out a plea to all Circle members.  Due to the lack of formal Circle 
meetings, we have not collected all the money needed to pay for the study 
guides.  If you have not paid the $11.00 for your study guide, please drop off 
a check to the PW mailbox in the church office or give your money to Sandy McCord, our over-
worked treasurer.  

Be sure to stop by the PW tables in the church lobby on March 7 to vote on the new slate of offi-
cers.
    Moderator:  Donna Feldmaier (continuing)
    Moderator Elect:  Anna Welborn
    Vice Moderator:  Rebecca Wise
    Treasurer:  Sandy McCord (continuing)
    Secretary:  Marsha Whittington

These officers will be voted on in circles during the March meeting and installed on Women’s Sun-
day, April 25, 2021.  

The Rev. Caroline Vinson Dennis from Westminster Presbyterian Church has graciously agreed to 
give the sermon on Women’s Sunday.   

We will continue collecting for Mission Haven until the end of March.   As part of their 70th anni-
versary, they are asking for a $7.00 donation from all women of the church.  Individuals can either 
drop off or mail a contribution to the church.  Checks should be addressed to Presbyterian Women 
with Mission Haven in the “for” space.  Please look for the donation box in the church office.  
The box will remain until the end of March.

Donna Feldmaier
Moderator

Dates to Remember:
March 7, 2021: Vote on new PW officers
March 22, 2021: CT meeting at 10:00
April 1 2021:  Lenten Lunch canceled 
April 25, 2021:  Women’s Sunday



Circle 2 – Teens – Monthly, Meeting on March 21st.
We will have lunch together. Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship. Bring $12 to cover lunch.

Circle 3 – Second Monday, 10:30 AM
Meeting in Alexander Hall on March 8th

Circle 4 – First Monday, 11:00 AM
Meeting in Alexander Hall.  Please be sure that you have read your lesson and watched Elise’s video on 
Facebook.  We will discuss it.  Please wear your mask and spread out as much as possible.  If you have any 
reservation about meeting in person, please do not attend!  We will miss you but we will understand!

Circle 5 – First Tuesday, 12:30 PM. Meeting on March 2nd in Alexander Hall

Circle 6 – First Monday, 7:00 PM. Meeting on March 1st in the Barksdale Room

Featured Circle of the Month
Circle 4

Circle 4 has always been a very active, service oriented circle.  Each month we not only have Bible 
study, lunch, and fellowship, but we also have some sort of community/worldwide service project.  
We send a gift to our adopted college student and send cards to our two shut- in members.  COVID 
has stopped a few things but not all.  We meet on the first Monday of each month and this year we 
have enjoyed Elise, Gloria, Amy, Kirstin, Lisa, and Patty as they presented our lessons virtually.  Fel-
lowship has been difficult but we have managed for a few months.  

In September, we had our first ever “drive- through circle meeting”.  We took a meal to Greenwood 
United Ministry and purchased, loaded, hauled, and delivered pumpkins to Camp Fellowship for the 
Ugandan Imani Milele Children’s Choir. 

In October, our members donated pantry items to a church family and signed up for a meal train.  
Our project for the month was the ICU staff at Self Regional.  We collected and delivered snack 
items to a very grateful group of front line workers.  

As the pandemic continued to rage, we met in November and collected $400.00 to donate to the 
Lander Food Bank for needy students.  With regret, we voted to not do our January Souper Bowl 
Fundraiser to benefit missions.

The December pandemic woes pretty well stopped our “in-person” meetings but we still had Bible 
Study virtually and kept up with our shut- ins and our college student.  Our project was an adopted 
family for whom we shopped, wrapped, and delivered gifts to brighten their Christmas.  

January and February have revealed many sick members or family members, so we are quietly wait-
ing to hopefully continue our in-person meetings and projects in March.  God is in charge and this 
will pass.  In the meantime we are using this “down time” to relax, to pray for others, and to look 
forward to spring and brighter days.



STEPHEN MOMENT...
MARCH 2021

It was delightful to come to church this past Sunday.  We have a beautiful con-
gregation as well as a magnificent sanctuary.  The focal point in the sanctuary 
for me is the cross.  It is a symbol of hope, love, and peace. In our uncertain 

world today, we have had to face a monumental virus that has changed many things about our 
lives.  I look to scripture to give me strength to find my way in these very different life circum-
stances. God is always with us!

 “But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, 
 O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; 
 thou art mine.  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
	 and	through	the	rivers,	they	shall	not	overflow	thee:		when	thou	walkest	through	
	 the	fire,	thou	shalt	not	be	burned;	neither	shall	the	flame	kindle	upon	thee.”	
           Isaiah 42:1-2

There are so many instances in the Bible that give us guidance in how to live for Jesus.  One of 
our Stephen Ministers makes use of the following verses as a guideline for life and to look for a 
positive in every situation. What a marvelous message it is!!!

   “Rejoice evermore.
    Pray without ceasing.
				 In	every	thing	give	thanks:	for	this	is	the	will	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	concerning	you.”
            I Thessalonians 5:16-18

Let us pray:  Dear	Lord	help	us	to	rejoice,	pray	and	give	thanks	to	you	for	all	you	do	for	us.		Be	with	
all	of	us	who	face	adversity	at	every	turn.		We	know	you	are	with	us	throughout	our	life’s	journey.	
In	Jesus’	precious	name,	Amen.

In Stephen Ministry, we offer a confidential listening ear for those in need of help.  We hope you 
will call on us.  We are always here!  Contact one of our church ministers.

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader
“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”

If you have favorite scriptures that give you hope and/or are meaningful to you, feel free to share 
them with me at sandcgor@gmail.com.



notes
HOW TO CHOOSE A HYMN (part 1)
The aphorism “I may not know much about art, but I know what I like” is likely the start-
ing point for choosing anything. Someone adroitly changed this to “…I like what I know.” 
Both of these make sense when it comes to choosing hymns, but there may be more to it 
than that.

Hymns have (across all cultures and for all time) been used to espouse doctrine (both 
good and deficient), help the memory, and the singing of hymns releases dopamine into 
the brain. In our modern “culture” this last one seems to be the primary consideration for 
hymn choice: “Does it make me feel good?” This is not a bad criterion, but there are addi-
tional things to consider if the objective is to grow in faith.

Given the prominence of the sermon in spiritual formation, a hymn selection correspond-
ing to the sermon thrust is a good teaching tool because:

• It reinforces the sermon teaching
• It brings the message to a different part of the brain
• It connects the cognitive and emotional receptors
• It unites us in our profession of faith

…IF, AND ONLY IF, WE PARTICIPATE!!!! Anybody can participate by simply following along 
with the words. To get the full benefit of the “mood elevators” you need to sing, too.  
This is true for all humanity, not just those who are musically inclined.

All of this, however, is secondary to the ultimate reason we sing in church—it is our sacri-
fice of praise (Hebrews 13:15). This phrase “sacrifice of praise” tells us that we may have 
to give up something (our feelings, wants, time, effort) to offer to God what He so richly 
deserves and desires—our offering of worship.

CHOIR DATES FOR MARCH (subject to change)
March 28 PALM SUNDAY 
  
  LOGOS Choirs (Meet in Choir Room (#124) at 9:30 for   
   warm-up, sing for 10 am service.
  
  This is for the children (grades 1-5) who have been attending 
practice on Wednesday evenings from 6-7. If you wish for your child to
participate, they can still attend rehearsals on March 3, 10, 17, and 24). 
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