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A Message From Our Pastor...
The season of Lent is a time of deep introspection. It is a
time for us to look closely at the health of our relationship
with God and neighbor. Typically, we observe this season
with weekly communion, an Ash Wednesday service in Alexander Hall, and our community Lenten Pilgrimage. Due to
our commitment to keeping everyone safe, things may look
different this year. But that is okay, because we can grow
and learn new tricks when life stretches us.
In the coming weeks we will unveil some new opportunities
to strengthen our faith. We are looking at ways to observe
Ash Wednesday and connect with our Christian community
in Greenwood. Gordon and I are also working on a new podcast that will open the lines
of dialogue around theology and faith. Each week we will gather questions from our
congregation and beyond to discuss. We have named the podcast “The Muddy Pulpit.”
The title is a play on the fact that theology can get muddy and how we apply our faith to
life can be challenging. When we pastors step up to the pulpit we carry with us the mud
of life as we interpret it in hopes that others will benefit. Keep an eye on our church
Facebook page for instructions on how to send us questions you want us to discuss
and how to subscribe to the podcast.
The world may be a little different right now. Our lives have changed, but God remains
the same. God assures us that whatever may come our way, He is with us. God will
open new doors and new paths leading to Him.
									
								
Blessings,

									

Pastor Kyle

GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION
RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are
extended to Allie Hill and her family upon
the passing of her father, Richard Hill, on
January 6, 2021; and, to Ellen Jones and her
family upon the passing of her father, Sam
Zimmerman, on January 12, 2021. We share
with them the joy of the promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Congratulations to Steve &
Carol Skinner on the birth of
their granddaughter, Naomi
Anne Skinner, born January
19, 2021.

TEAM MEETINGS
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,
February 8th, at 5:15 virtually.
The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday,
February 7th, at 6:00 in the Henry Reynolds Room.
The Congregational Care Team will meet Monday,
February 8th, at 10:00 am, in the Barksdale Room.
The Endowment will meet Monday, February 15th,
at 4:30, in the Chapel.
The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday,
February 14th, at 5:00 pm, in the Chapel and virtually.
The Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, February
9th, at 5:30 pm, via Zoom.
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will meet
Monday, February 22nd, at 10:00 am, in Alexander
Hall.
The Session will meet Sunday, February 28th, at 5:30
via Zoom.

Other Items of Interest

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, February 9th,
at 6:15 pm, via Zoom.

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the
service on Sunday, February 7th.

Please note that the time and date of these meetings
Deadline for the March issue of The Spire is are subject to change.

Monday, February 15th.

Neighbor Check

Who are you missing at church?
Why don’t you reach out to them this
week and see how they’re doing.
Let them know they are missed.

You are encouraged to hold any meetings/
gatherings virtually, if possible. If you would
like to meet in person, please contact the front
office if it is something different than what is
printed here in The Spire.

I am simply overwhelmed by the multitude of messages so many of you sent me and were so beautifully assembled by Lea Jones in an album, literally
five inches thick! It is rare indeed for one to stay at
any job for thirty years; it has been the love, kindness, and encouragement coming from you all that
has made this such a rich experience for me. God
had clearly made us for each other. A few Sundays
ago, Brad Christie offered a most gracious public
tribute to me, based on the first chapter of the Book
of Philippians. It was for me a delightful co-incidence as I had decided a while back that my parting words to you would be from that same chapter:
"I thank my God on every remembrance of you;
always, in every prayer of mine for you, with joy, I
have you in my heart."
								
			
Remember Whose you are!
								
				Bob Glick

WORLD LEPROSY DAY
JANUARY 31, 2021
On Sunday, January 31st, World Leprosy Day, we will join churches in the
USA and around the world to raise the
awareness of leprosy and offer our financial support to the American Leprosy Missions ministry at Lalgadh Hospital
in Nepal. The pandemic has severely
impacted in many ways people affected
by leprosy. During the Minute for Missions there will be a short video of the
ministry at Lalgadh, one of the busiest
leprosy hospitals in the world. “Heal the
sick…cleanse those who have leprosy…
Freely you have received; freely give.” –
Matthew 10:8 - Dr. Rich Goodwin

Didn’t have the chance
to write a note to Bob?
Feel free to send it to him directly.
He would love to hear from you!
		
The Rev. Bob Glick
		
134 Pelham Spings Place
		
Greenville, SC 29615

SESSION UPDATE

Below are some of the highlights from the January
Stated meeting of the Session:
1.) Approved wedding of Buck Brown
2.) Approved year end fianncials
3.) Approved 2021 Operating Budget
4.) Approved Girl Scouts using parking lot in March
5.) Approved Youth pine straw sale
6.) Approved annual Statistical Report to PCUSA
7.) Approved Treasurer, Asst. Treasurer, and Clerk
posititons
8.) Approved Lisa Buchanan as Elder on Endowment
9.) Approved dispoal of lot on Sunset Drive
10.) Elected elders as commissioners for Presbytery
meeting

It’s that time of year again for the
PINE STRAW SALE! Get out your
pitchforks and your trucks because
we’re rolling deep in order to
support the Youth for their summer
programs. We will release pricing
details at a later time, but we will be
taking orders between February 7th28th and delivering in the first week of
March. Order forms will be available in
the front lobby or you can email Gordon
at gordon@firstgreenwood.com

FPC Family Ministry

Ash Wednesday
Children’s Sunday School
Check Facebook every week at 9:00 a. m.
or anytime thereafter. Tune in and see if
your child got a shout out.

February 17
6:00 p. m.
Camp Fellowship
Let’s fellowship outdoors in Covid-appropriate fashion.
We’ll start by enjoying the campfire for warmth,
and to roast marshmallows for s’mores.
We’ll have music, and the imposition of ashes.
We hope you can join us for this different,
but meaningful experience.

Legoz and LOGOS - Wednesday evenings
at 6:00. If in-person, we end by 7:00.
Please note, we will follow Greenwood
District 50’s lead for virtual v.
in-person. Your CE Team made this decision
for the sake of consistency and to err on
the side of caution for our church family.
Ash Wednesday will replace LL on 2/17.

Prayer Partners for Lent – We like to match our church
family members to pray for each other during Lent.
Email Elise by Feb 5 if you would like
to participate. dce@firstgreenwood.com.
Ash Wednesday – Feb. 17. at Camp Fellowship.
Be on the lookout for details.
Lenten Devotional – available by Ash Wednesday. Can’t wait!

What’s new in the library?

New Parent Resource

We encourage families to read our
Lenten devotional together.
Bible stories are included as well
as members’ contributions.

Our library is in the throes of growing! We have moved all our curriculum
here, so if you need material for a
Bible Study for a small group or individually, please take a look!
But, be patient with the state of
the library as we are currently a work
in progress.

Pandemic times can be hard times . . .

We want to nurture your mental health! This is so important for all ages.
FPC will offer three sessions:
Children - 2/24 during Legoz and LOGOS with Mrs. Beth Justesen. Your child is welcome
to join us even if they aren’t currently attending Legoz and LOGOS. Contact Elise.
Youth – 2/24 during Youth with Mrs. Lynn Hemphill.
Adults – Date tba for March, we hope. Be on the lookout.

YOUTH NEWS
Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.
Even in times of physical distancing, we can still reach out and say how thankful we are for our neighbors! Send them some Valentine love!

We are a little slow out the gate this year with a
recent pandemic spike, but we keeping the fires hot
with Confirmation on Sundays and small group gatherings at the Tubbs House throughout the month.
Because we have reverted to a week-to-week scheduling situation, major announcements will be made
via Remind (a text-based service). If you are not
getting Remind texts from me, please text me ASAP
so I can get you on the list. Thanks! 757-647-5232

Don’t forget:
Children’s, Youth, and Adult
Sunday School are available on
Facebook each week at 9:00 a. m.
Adults, we are working on making
sure it is available on YouTube as
well. Thank you for your patience.

Adult Sunday School: Testimony (virtual)

2/7 – Who is God? (Almighty) – Philip Bell
2/14 – Who Are We? (Imago Dei) – Bob Roddey
2/21 - God In Relationship (Covenant) – Lelion Elledge
2/28 – God Who Saves (Grace) – Jukie Leary
3/7 – God of Action (Love) – Philip Bell
3/14 – God of Belonging (Christian Community) – Bob Roddey

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…

Jake Pruitt (2nd),
Alex Hite (4th),
Erika Jo Buchanan (23rd),
Ali Bell (25th),
Liza Evans Justesen (25th),
and Christian Davidson (26th)!

It’s that time of year again for the
PINE STRAW SALE! Get out your
pitchforks and your trucks because
we’re rolling deep in order to support the
Youth for their summer programs. We will
release pricing details at a later time, but
we will be taking orders between February
7th-28th and delivering in the first week of
March. Order forms will be available in the
front lobby or you can email Gordon at
gordon@firstgreenwood.com

NOAH’S ARK NEWS
2021 - 2022 Registration

Teen Circle (Circle 2)

We will meet in person at church Feb 28.
We will have lunch together.
Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship.
Bring $12 to cover lunch.

Our registration for 2021-2022 is going well, and we already have many
students signed up for next year. Some of our classes are full, and others are getting
filled with very few spots available. Open Registration begins
February 1st . Registration Forms are available Noah’s Ark Preschool Office,
on the church website, and in the Church Foyer. The Registration Form and
the $170 ($140 for each additional child) registration fee must be received
in order to hold your child’s spot for the upcoming school year.
Please share this information with any friends or family members who may
be looking for a wonderful preschool for their child. They may contact Kim Masters
at 229-0902 or noahsark@firstgreenwood.com for further information.

Presbyterian Women News
Honorary Life Membership Award
Nominations for the Honorary Life Member for 2021 are still being accepted
through February 11, 2021. An Honorary Life Membership may be given to an
individual in recognition of distinguished Christian service. Any member of the
church may be nominated for an Honorary Life Membership. All written nominations must be submitted in a sealed envelope to the Moderator or the PW mailbox in the church office. No nominations
will be considered after that date.
PW Cookbook Profits Shared
Presbyterian Women have the pleasure of sharing the recipient of the cookbook profits. The committee consisting of Betty Williams, Elise Collins, and Jessica Willard presented a list of possible recipients to Coordinating Team. By unanimous vote, it was agreed that the funds will go to the Pakistan
Sewing Centers.
Featured Circle of the Month
Circle 3
Our circle met in October and November in Alexander Hall, taking all precautions. We decided not
to meet in December and January. We have been taking advantage of the available videos for our
study guide provided by our own PW women.
Our circle did a Reverse Advent Calendar. Each day of December a food item was purchased, and
at the end of December the collections were taken to the food bank of our choice. This was done
individually, not as a circle collectively. We also individually participated in the Meal Train for Nita
Flowe.
We look forward to meeting again when it is safe.
I would like to thank all the ladies who have worked hard on providing the videos of our 2020-2021
Study Guide: Elise Collins, Gloria Christie, Amy Fennell, Kirstin Sherrer, Lisa Yarbrough, and Patti
Gagstetter.
As you can see, even though our activities have been curtailed because of COVID, Presbyterian
Women are still hard at work.

Donna Feldmaier
Moderator

Circle 1 – Not meeting February
Circle 2 – Teens – Monthly

Meeting on February 28th.
We will have lunch together.
Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship.
Bring $12 to cover lunch.
Circle 3 – Second Monday, 10:30 AM
Meeting in Alexander Hall
on February 8th
Circle 4 – Not meeting in February
Please be sure to read the lesson and watch
the Facebook presentation by Elise & Co. as
they give some overview/ideas/new insights.

PW Slate Voting Opportunity

Be sure to stop by the PW tables at the church
entrance on March 7 to vote on the new slate
of officers.
Many thanks go to our Search Committee
members: Janice Elliott and Marilyn Towne for
their dedication in securing the following slate
of officers for the 2021-2022 year:

Circle 5 – First Tuesday, 12:30 PM
Meeting on February 2nd
in Alexander Hall
Circle 6 – First Monday, 7:00 PM
Meeting on February 1st
in the Barksdale Room
Circle 7 – Not meeting in February
Circle 8 – Not meeting in February

Lamenting Life! That was our PW topic for
January. Teen Circle was happy to be able
to make some fleece blankets to share with
children/youth that may be in a position of
lamenting life. Carol Scales came and
facilitated our Project Linus opportunity.

Moderator: Donna Feldmaier (continuing)
Moderator Elect: Anna Welborn
Vice Moderator: Rebecca Wise
Treasurer: Sandy McCord (continuing)
Secretary: Marsha Whittington

Celebrating Mission Haven
Money Matters - $7.00 in 70 Days

Mission Haven is celebrating 70 years! As part of their 70th anniversary, they are asking for a $7.00
donations from all women of the church. Individuals can either drop off or mail a contribution to
the church. Checks should be addressed to PW with Mission Haven in the “for” space. Please look
for the donation box in the church office.
Thank you to Glenda Davis and Samar Din for organizing this project. Glenda Davis and Samar Din
have graciously volunteered to place a box in the church office. Surely each of us can sacrifice $7.00
to ensure that Mission Haven remains strong!

notes

STEPHEN MOMENT...
FEBRUARY 2021
Micah 6:8 “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God.”
God gives us guidance through scriptures. If we but follow these directions, we will be striving
toward the goal of being a child of God. Surely this scripture shows us the roads to take in life. If
we treat others fairly, give and receive mercy, and walk obediently with God, we will be on God’s
path to help others, give of ourselves, listen, and empathize with others.
Philippians 4: 11,13 “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content.” “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

We don’t always understand why or how to use our gifts, but there is a plan for all of us. We are
all given gifts to use in God’s work. Each gift fits God’s plan for each individual. We will learn to
keep silent when needed and speak when others need our support and love. I personally have
learned many things about keeping silent. Silence is much needed and can be a powerful tool in
relationships.
Let us pray: Thank you for the friend that shared scriptures this month! Thank you for the many
quiet things she does for others. Remind us daily to love others, keep silence, and help when needed.
Bless our ministers and staff. In Jesus’ name. Amen

In Stephen Ministry, we offer a confidential listening ear for those in need of help. We hope you
will call on us. We are always here! Contact one of our church ministers.

Music to live by—
Coming in February:
Euphonium Solo, Michael Gardner
		
What is a Euphonium? Think of a trombone with piston valves, or a cute little 		
			
tuba, or a contorted version of a French Horn. Played in the high baritone 		
				
range with a “euphonius” tone.
Nora Jones, piano
Youth Group (if prudent)
		
Some pieces we worked on before Covid silenced us!
Organ Duet, Laura Margaret Fennell and Steve Skinner
Piano/organ, Lewis Masters and Steve Skinner
		
A whimsical and lyrical composition by Canadian Denis Bedard.
In future months: Handbell ensemble, various instrumentalists, family ensembles.

What does it look like to be a “fully engaged worshipper?”
While NO ONE can discern the true heart except God alone, there are some indications:
•
Being ready with page numbers, readings, prayers, following scripture (some like to read along,
others prefer to listen intently)
•
“All in” singing (expected by God of every Christian in worship*)
•
Coming to church—yes, you can worship by yourself. You can also attend a football game and be
the only one in the stadium—not nearly as much fun as being with the other fans, is it?

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader
“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”

If you have favorite scriptures that give you hope and/or are meaningful to you, feel free to share
them with me at sandcgor@gmail.com.
If you are burdened and would like someone to share the load, please ask for a Stephen Minister.
Contact Brad Christie (nbc@erskine.edu) or Kyle Hite (kyle@firstgreenwood.com) at the church.
ALL Stephen Ministry is conducted in strictest confidentiality.

*feeling shy? I can help. If you cheer at sports events, the same technique applies to singing!
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