
The Spire
First Presbyterian Church

January  2021                 Greenwood, SC
  

A Message From Our Pastor...

The prophet Jeremiah uses a word in chapter 29 verse 11 
that shows up 32 times in the Old Testament. The word, 
 is commonly translated “hope.” During the ,(tiqwâ) הָוְקִּת
Advent season, we focused on that powerful word. We 
saw how Christ offers us hope in our broken world. To the 
Israelites, הָוְקִּת (tiqwâ), was not a warm fuzzy feeling. It 
gave a reason to continue and keep the faith. It was some-
thing they could hold on to when troubles stretched on.  

As we close the trying year of 2020 and look forward to a 
better year in 2021, it is helpful to look again at this word 
 It can also be translated as “expectation” and .(tiqwâ) הָוְקִּת
“optimistic outlook.” It is one thing to hope that things will be great. It is even better to 
expect greatness. With faith in Jesus Christ, we can expect greatness. This certainty 
in the future changes our daily outlook and demeanor. 

Additionally, הָוְקִּת (tiqwâ) is related to the verb הָוָק (qāwâ), and means “to wait.” It is 
fitting that to have hope and expectation involves actively waiting. God’s promises 
sometimes take time. Waiting develops our patience, and patience allows us to go 
through life without frantically filling the in between times with unhealthy substitutes. 
God is enough to sustain us through all the ups and downs of life. God is always at 
work making things right even when we do not perceive it. So, hope, expect, wait, 
and be patient because God will make all things right. 

         
         Blessings,

         Pastor Kyle



RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Pat Fronzak -- GRRH #114

GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION

TEAM MEETINGS
The Admin Team will meet Thursday, January 14th, 
at 10:00 in the Henry Reynolds Room.

The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday,  
January 11th, at 5:15 in the Barksdale Room and vir-
tually.

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
January 10th, at 6:00 in Alexander Hall.

The Diaconate will meet Sunday, January 17th, at 
5:30 in Alexander Hall and via Zoom.

The Financial Oversight Committee will meet 
Wednesday, January 20th, in Alexander Hall.  Time 
TBD.

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, 
January 10th, at 5:00 pm, in the Chapel and virtually.

The Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, January 
12th, at 5:30 pm, via Zoom.

The Session will meet Sunday, January 24th, at 5:30 
in Alexander Hall and via Zoom.

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesday, January 12th, 
at 6:15 pm, via Zoom.

The Visitation Committee will hold its meeting on 
Thursday, January 14th, at 11:00 am, in the Barksdale 
Room.
 

Please note that the time and date of these meetings 
are subject to change.

You are encouraged to hold any meetings/
gatherings virtually, if possible.  If you would 
like to meet in person, please contact the front 
office if it is something different than what is 
printed here in The Spire.

While doing a research project last month, I came across this in one of the 
old issues of The Link, predecessor to The Spire.  Thought it was quite appro-
priate today.  (I’m sure there are typos but I couldn’t find an original to copy 
from. But, I’m sure you get the idea.)

  For the New Year
  Now that the mad rush is over, 
  0 center of stillness and peace;
  Now that the needles are falling from the tree, 
  We thank you that you are still God-with-us. 
  As we face the year ahead,
  Help us to accept the difficult parts of our lives; 
  Help us to make the changes we must make;
  Bring us to new places of openness and love toward you 
  And the people around us;
  Help us to overcome the fears which keep us from fullness of life. 
  As the frigid days of January and February draw near
  Help' us to keep warm places alive within us, 
  Wherein secret  
  In the bulbs of springtime tulips are nurtured.
  As we face the year ahead, 
  We thank you for one another
  And for your grace in Jesus Christ.
  Help us individually and as a congregation 
  To be signs of your compassion, 
  Hope, joy, and unity
  ' fu this world you love in Jesus our Christ, Amen.
 
    Flames of the Spirit: Resources for Worship by Ruth C. Duck

Other Items of Interest
We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during the 
service on Sunday, January 3rd.

Congregational Meeting on January 3rd, at 
11:00 am via Zoom, for the purpose of: 
1.) Elect proposed 2021 Nominating Committee
2.) Update Assoc. Pastor’s Terms of Call
3.) State of the Church
Look for link in the Pastor’s Update.

New officer Installation and ordination on 
January 10th during the service via Zoom.

Deadline for the February issue of The Spire is 
Monday, January 18th.

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
January 18th.

Neighbor Check
Who are you missing at church? 

Why don’t you reach out to them this 
week and see how they’re doing. 
Let them know they are missed.

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
 Thank you all for the cards, gifts, phone call,s texts, and prayers on my surgery and 
rehab stay.  I am so fortunate to have such a loving church family and feel totally blessed.

          Fondly,
          Pat Fronzak

Didn’t have the chance 
to write a note to Bob?

Feel free to send it to him directly.  
He would love to hear from you!

  The Rev. Bob Glick
  134 Pelham Spings Place
  Greenville, SC  29615



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry Cradle Roll 2021

The Anderson Family

The Lloyd Family

The Culbertson Family

The Brown
 Family

The Wells 
Dunlap Family

The Barrie Dunlap Family



Teen Circle (Circle 2)
We will meet in person at church January 24.

We will have lunch together.
Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship.

Bring $12 to cover lunch.

Kaleidoscope 2021
9:00 a. m. on Zoom With Gordon Tubbs

January 10th:   Rabbi and Messiah: Rediscovering the Jewishness of Jesus
January 17th:   Let Us Pray: The Kaddish of Christ

January 24th:   The Kingdom of Heaven
January 31st:   Selah, Amen

On FaceBook and look for You Tube link in Pastor’s Update.

Don’t forget: 

Children’s and Adult Sunday School 

is available on Facebook each week 

at 9:00 a. m. 

Adults, we are working on making 

sure it is available on YouTube as 

well. Thank you for your patience.

New Year, New Spaces
Our church is getting some fresh spaces.

The Mission collection bins have moved across 
from the library lobby tv.

Our adult curriculum for Sunday Schools, small 
groups, and individual use is moving into the 
library for easier access.

Brad Christie’s office is now across from Lea’s 
office.

Be on the lookout for more fresh spaces for the 
youth, children, and FISH class.

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more com-
monly, with fellow Christians.

Even in times of  physical distancing, we can still reach out and say how thank-
ful we are for our neighbors! Send them some New Year cheer!

Cradle Roll 2021
It is a tradition of First Presbyterian Church to recognize all the littlest Presbyterians 

born each year. We call this the Cradle Roll. This year the Cradle Roll will be called 
on Sunday, January 10th, during the 10:00 a.m. service. For 2020, we welcomed 

six babies into our church family of faith.  These children are:

Carolyn Susie Culbertson, born January 21, 2020, daughter of Preston and Dale Culbertson

Blakely Brooks Brown, born January 30, 2020, daughter of Yates and Erin Brown

Charles Oliver Dunlap, born March 21, 2020, son of Barrie and Kela Dunlap

Reagan Jay Anderson, born April 6, 2020, daughter of Jay and Linsey Anderson

Hazel McKale Lloyd, born April 10, 2020, daughter of Charlie and Susie Lloyd

Rush Coleman Dunlap, born June 13, 2020, son of Wells and Amanda Dunlap

Please join us in welcoming these precious babies and their families 
to our First Presbyterian family.



STEPHEN MOMENT...
JANUARY 2021

It is with a hopeful heart that I write this month’s moment.  I pray that each 
of you will be free of Covid-19 and experience warm hearts and good news of 
God’s great promises. This year has brought times of stress, and monumental 

changes in our lives and world.  Despite all of the changes, we have also experienced good things.  
Each worship service in our church has begun with music (preludes from our wonderful Bob 
Glick) and positive words from our ministers. God is Good all the time!!

 The following are NKJV scriptures that give us a sense of security and hope for the future:

1. “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.” Romans 8:18
2. “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue, and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things.” Philippians 4:8
3. “The Lord is good. A stronghold in the day of trouble; And he knows those who trust in Him.” 
Nahum 1:7
4. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for all.” I Thessalonians 5:16-18
5. “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you. Yes, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with My right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

If you have favorite scriptures that give you hope and/or are meaningful to you, feel free to share 
them with me at sandcgor@gmail.com.  I may use them in future Stephen Moments. 

Let us pray:  Be with our ministers, staff, and members. Help us to feel your hope and constant love. 
Thank you for your infinite blessings!  Amen

In Stephen Ministry, we offer a confidential listening ear for those in need of help.  We hope you 
will call on us.  We are always here!  Contact one of our church ministers.

Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader
“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”

If you are burdened and would like someone to share the load, please ask for a Stephen Minister.  
Contact Brad Christie (nbc@erskine.edu) or Kyle Hite (kyle@firstgreenwood.com) at the church.  
ALL Stephen Ministry is conducted in strictest confidentiality.

    YOUTH NEWS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Nealie Nix (20th), 

Thomas Rouse (22nd), 
Mary Kate McCallum (22nd), 

Bryson McCurry (23rd),
Madi Clark (24th), 

James  Logan (28th)

WOW! What a year 2020 was. We are not out 
of the hole yet, but it sure feels close doesn't it? 
In terms of what's going on for Youth Group, 
we are going to return to our regularly sched-
uled programming. With the Confirmation Class 
of 2021 going through a curriculum based on 
the Lord's Prayer, the lessons for Sunday and 
Wednesday evening are going to revolve around 

"stuff Jesus said" (aka "red letter" text) in the New Testament for the re-
mainder of the school year.

SUNDAY
Youth Sunday School, 9:00 to 9:30 AM.  Be on the look-out for an email with your 
Zoom link.
Confirmation Class, 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM (lunch provided). 
Youth Music, 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM (snacks provided).
Youth Group, 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
Confirmation Make-up, 7:00 to 8:00 PM.

WEDNESDAY
Youth Fellowship, 6:00 to 7:00 PM beginning January 20th.

THIRD FRIDAYS (Jan 22th, Feb 19th, Mar 19th)
"YOS" Youth Off-Site, between 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. (Movies, bowling, restaurants)



Presbyterian Women News
Happy New Year Ladies of First Presbyterian Church and welcome 2021!  I hope 
all had a wonderful and healthy Christmas.
 
This year I am trying one of Glenda Davis’ ideas when she was moderator.  I will 
be featuring a different Circle each month.  The featured circle will write a small article on what has 
been happening in their group.  This month is Circle 2 – our teens.  Enjoy!

Circle 2 News
Circle 2 met on November 22.  We enjoyed a pasta bar prepared and served by Christopher Collins.

Elise and Amy offered thoughts on the lesson.  We then discussed the lesson and other things while 
making an angel craft, whose supplies were provided by Phyllis Collins

We have adopted Mrs. Joyce’s K2 Noah’s Ark class as prayer partners.  We are looking forward to 
hosting Mr. Bob Glick in December.

Honorary Life Membership Award
Do you know a person who you believe deserves special recognition for their faithful service in 
some area of the church?  Presbyterian Women annually honors an individual in recognition of this 
service on Women’s Sunday.   Women’s Sunday is April 26, 2021.

Nominations for this award should be submitted no later than February 11.  Please submit your 
nomination in writing, place in a sealed envelope and note on the outside “Honorary Life Member 
Nomination.”  Place in the designated envelope in the PW mailbox in the church office.  A commit-
tee will consider all nominations and choose the honoree.

Donna Feldmaier

Circle 5 – First Tuesday, 12:30 PM
Meeting on January 5th
in Alexander Hall

Circle 6 – First Monday, 7:00 PM
Meeting on January 4th
in the Barksdale Room

Circle 7 – Not meeting in January

Circle 8 – Not meeting in January

Circle 1 – Not meeting January

Circle 2 – Teens – Monthly
Meeting January 24th in Alexander Hall 
after worship.  Bring $12 to cover lunch.

Circle 3 – Second Monday, 10:30 AM
Meeting in Alexander Hall
on January 11th

Circle 4 – First Monday, 11:00 AM (Lunch)
Meeting in Alexander Hall 
on January 4th

NOAH’S ARK NEWS
Giving Tree Project 

Thank you to all of you SO much 
for your generous donations to 
our Giving Tree Project for the 

Hospice House . We were so happy 
to be able to give them so much , 
and they were so appreciative! 
Your help and support in all 

our projects mean so much to us! 
We are so proud of our students 

learning the importance of giving 
to others.

2021 - 2022 Registration

Please mark your calendars for 

Tuesday, January 19th, 

for Noah’s Ark Registration for 

the 2021 - 2022 school year. 

Registration begins on this day 

for our currently enrolled 

students, their siblings, and 

church members. 

Open registration will begin 

for the public on Monday, 

February 1st. Our classes will 

fill very quickly. Please share 

these dates and registration 

information with any friends 

or family members who may be 

looking for a wonderful 

preschool for their child. 

Please contact Kim Masters 

at 229-0902 or 

noahsark@firstgreenwood.com 

for further information

Christmas Program

Our Noah’s Friends were adorable as 
they ushered in the Christmas season 
through song. Our “Virtual Program” 

was led and coordinated by our class-
room teachers and Brian Pinson ac-
companied them on the guitar. We 
ended our program with our tradi-

tion of singing “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas!”

Everyone at Noah’s Ark wishes you a 
very Happy New Year!



Not able to attend Sunday mornings?  
You can look at the bulletin and 

listen to the sermon online.  
Just go to www.firstgreenwood.com. 

Another option is to call 
the church office and request to be 
added to the list to receive a CD 

and/or bulletin in the mail.

Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor update 
each week by email?  

If not, call the church office 
(229-5814) or send us an email 
to office@firstgreenwood.com.

Check us out on Facebook 
and YouTube!

Search for and friend us at
First Presbyterian Church 

Greenwood, SC

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

The Rev. Dr. Kyle Hite
Senior Pastor

kyle@firstgreenwood.com

Lea Jones
Office Administrator

office@firstgreenwood.com

Nan Smith
Financial Administrator

finance@firstgreenwood.com

Elise Collins
Director of Christian Education

dce@firstgreenwood.com

The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie
Parish Associate
nbc@erskine.edu

Steve Skinner
Director of Music Ministries
steve@firstgreenwood.com

The Rev. Gordon Tubbs
Director of Youth Ministries
gordon@firstgreenwood.com

Al Mitchell
Building Superintendent
al@firstgreenwood.com

Kim Masters
Director of Noah’s Ark

noahsark@firstgreenwood.com

CHURCH INFORMATION
First Presbyterian Church

Mailing address: P. O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC  29648

Physical Address: 108 East Cambridge Ave.
Greenwood, SC  29646

www.firstgreenwood.com

FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE

ONLINE GIVING
If you still need to setup your recurring draft, 
you can do so on our church website, www.
firstgreenwood.com. Look for the Member 
Login or Giving link at the top of the page. 
Call the church office and speak with Nan 
Smith if you have any questions. You may 
contact her at 864-229-5814 or finance@
firstgreenwood.com.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YOUR 
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 

OR BANK
If you have given contributions from your in-
vestment portfolio or from your bank directly 
to the church or plan to, please let Nan Smith 
in the financial office know.  Stock contribu-
tions and checks from investment accounts 
do not always include the donor’s name. Nan 
can be reached at 864-229-5814 or finance@
firstgreenwood.com.  

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Offering envelopes are available in the hall-
way between the two lobbies.  If you do not 
see yours, please contact Nan Smith in the fi-
nancial office.  Don’t forget, these envelopes 
are mailable; no need to put them in another 
envelope to mail them, just put a stamp on 
them. If you would like to discontinue using 
the envelopes, please return them to Nan 
with a note letting her know.

MORE GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION COVID Protocols
1.) Masks are required to be properly worn (cov-
ering the mouth and nose)
2.) Physical distancing is observed in all ar-
eas (Pews have been marked off in the sanctuary.  
Please observe and follow these limits.)
3.) Temperature may be taken upon entry
4.) Use hand sanitizer regularly.
5.) Wash your hands when possible.
6.) Cough/sneeze into the bend of your elbow
7.) Avoid touching surfaces
8.) Keep a record of all who are in attendance. 
9.) No food served by church.
10.) Each gathering space will be limited to 30% 
of capacity. 
11.) If you are scheduled to have a meeting in-
side the church, please know that the room will be 
sanitized the following morning.  If you do not use 
the room as scheduled, please let the office know 
immediately so that time, manpower, and supplies 
will not be wasted cleaning an already sanitized 
room.
12.) Equally, if you are scheduled to meet outside 
and move your meeting inside, please know that 
the room you are using may not have been sani-
tized yet.  Please let us know if you change meeting 
locations.
13.) For weddings and other outside activities, a 
refundable deposit of $250 is required when room 
is booked.  Failure to adhere to these protocols will 
mean forfeiture of deposit.

Blake Boland, son of Kirk 
and Laura Boland, serves in 
the Air Force and has been 
deployed.  He would love 
to hear from his church 

family.  If you would like to 
send him a card, please use 
the address below just as 

it is listed.  Let’s let him know how much 
we appreciate his service, 

especially this time of year.

  Blake Boland
  379/EMXS/MKMVV
  Unit 61217
  Bldg 5477
  APO, AE 09309

Have you ever experienced 
God’s glory?

What was it like? 
What did it mean to you?

Share your experience with Elise 
by emailing 

dce@firstgreenwood.com
We will feature your 

experiences in our 2021 
Lenten devotional .

It can be one sentence, 
one paragraph , or more.

Email by January 27th or do it 
right now, so you don’t forget!



notes

Organist Search Update

The Organist Search Committee is continuing to seek candidates 
for our part-time organist position, posting notices in trade journals, 

College/University music departments, etc.  In the interim, 
Steve Skinner will be assuming the organist responsibilities.

Chancel Choir, Youth Music, Children’s Music, Handbells, Chimes:

We are at the starting gate
                In the starting blocks
                                Poised to pounce
                                                Warming up in the bullpen          
                                                                Rarin’ to go
When our session gives the OK, the music department will be off and running! 

Times will be either Wednesday evenings (Chancel Choir, Children, Chimes) or 
Sunday afternoon/evenings (Bells, Youth Music) or whatever works! On your 
mark, get ready…..                                                                

NEW OFFICERS FOR 2021:

Class of 2023
Kirk Boland—Personnel

Becky Bryson—Missions/Outreach
Lisa Buchanan—Nominating

Wells Dunlap—Financial Oversight, Men of the Church
Amy Fennell—Christian Ed
Robbin Goforth—Worship

David Hyde—Administration, Missions/Outreach
Beth Justesen—Youth, Noah’s Ark

Charlie Lloyd—Buildings & Grounds

Youth Elder
Margaret Stevens—Youth (1-Year Term)

Class of 2023
Kris Abell—Stewardship

Susie Aufderheide—Congregational Care
Allison Beckham—Fellowship

Ryan Donnelly—Ushers
Barbara Holman—Chancel

Keith Lethco—Music, Buildings & Grounds, Men of the Church
Brian Pinson—Men of the Church

Merrie Wright—Noah’s Ark, Christian Education

Youth Deacon 
Amelia Scott—Youth (1-Year Term)

Trustee
Jukie Leary (5-Year Term)

New officer installation and ordination will take place 
on Sunday, January 10th, via Zoom
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