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A Message From Our Pastor....
Back in June, my article for the Spire was an enthusiastic announcement of us returning to
in-person worship. Immediately after that announcement, COVID concerns changed our plans.
Here, three months later, the situation is just as fluid. Our heightened awareness to keep people healthy remains the same, but many yearn to be together again. The Session has taken
that longing seriously and has approved a gradual return.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

We encourage people who are at risk of catching or sharing a germ to continue joining
us for worship through our online stream.
We will require the use of masks.
We encourage the usual protocols of physical distancing, and hand sanitizing/washing.
We will offer one service on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am beginning Sept. 13th.
We will not pass an offering plate so please place your offering in the basket as you
enter or leave worship.
Initially there will be no nursery or Sunday school.
Bulletins will be on a table to be picked up rather than handed out.

On September 13th, we would like to kickoff the fall with a service at Camp Fellowship. This
will allow room for physical distancing as we fellowship. Everyone is welcome to bring a lunch
for themselves.
On September 20th, we will be back in our sanctuary with a special worship with baptism.
On September 27th, in addition to our worship at 10:00 am, we will have a congregational
meeting at 11:00 am. The purpose of this meeting is to elect the slate of officers. This meeting
will be on Zoom so keep an eye out for details of how to join the meeting.
Our special services through the Fall (World Communion Sunday, Kirkin’ o the Tartan, Hanging
of the Greens, etc.) may look different, but we hope to re-establish some familiarity in a world
of uncertainty.
									Blessings,
		
											
									
Pastor Kyle

GENERAL CHURCH INFORMATION
RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS:
(Home unless noted)
Erwin Abell
Roger Robinette
Pat Fronzak -- SRH
Priscilla St. George -- Hospice

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are
extended to Laura Boland and her family
upon the passing of her sister, Jane Harrison,
on July 28, 2020; and to Rich Adams and his
family upon the passing of his mother, Ruth
Adams, of Bucyrus, OH, on July 28, 2020.
We share with them the joy of the promise of
resurrection and eternal life.

Congratulations to Dave & Kay
Post on the birth of their great
granddaughter, Evie Olenna
Post, born August 25, 2020. Parents are Savannah Brown & Andrew Post of Kettering, OH.

MASK UP FPC!!

Since you will be wearing a mask anyway,
do it in style and show your support of Presbyterian
Communities fo SC. We have a limited number of
masks so it will be on a first come, first serve basis.
Masks are $5 each and can be purchased in the front
office. Profits will be donated to provide PPEs (Personal Protection Equipment) to Presbyterian Communities of SC needed by their staff and
residents. Masks are machine washable.

BLUE PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL

Be on the look-out for the blue Presbyterian Hymnal from our
sanctuary. If you dedicated a hymnal and would like to have it,
please stop by the church and pick it up. We also have hymnals
that have been dedicated but not claimed and these are available
for anyone who would like them. Any hymnals left over will be
given to a church or community group in need.

2021 NEW OFFICER NOMINEES
ELDERS
David Hyde -- Administration
Charlie Lloyd -- Buildings/Grounds
Amy Fennell -- Christian Education
Wells Dunlap -- Financial Oversight
Becky Bryson -- Mission/Outreach
Lisa Buchanan -- Nominating
Kirk Boland -- Personnel
Robbin Goforth -- Worship
Beth Justesen -- Youth
Margaret Stevens -- Youth Elder
DEACONS
TBA -- Chancel
Susie Aufderheide -- Congregational Care
Allison Beckham -- Fellowship
Brian Pinson -- Men of the Church
Keith Lethco -- Music
Merrie Wright -- Noah’s Ark
Kris Abell -- Stewardship
Ryan Donnelly -- Ushers
Amelia Scott -- Youth Deacon
TRUSTEE
Jukie Leary

The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
is scheduled for Sunday,
October 11th.

SESSION UPDATE

Below are some of the highlights from the August
stated meeting of the Session:
1.
Began work on establishing protocol for church
gatherings during COVID pandemic.
2.
Approved September 13th as the date for
re-opening in-person worship.
3.
Called a Congregational meeting for September 27th to approve the Nominations Committee
slate of officers.

As of time of printing, this is our slate of new officers for 2021. If you have someone who you think
would make a good offficer for the Chancel posi- We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both
tion, please contact the front office or someone on worship services on Sunday, September 6.
the Nominating Committee.

Other Items of Interest

NEW OFFICER DATES

Sunday, Sept. 27--Congregational Meeting to elect
officers
Sunday, Oct. 4--Officer Training
Sunday, Oct. 11--Officer Training
Sunday, Oct. 18--Officer Training (Admin)
Sunday, Oct. 25--Present Faith Statements to Session

The church offices will be closed Monday, September 7, in observance of Labor Day.

Sunday Service on September 13th will be at Camp
Fellowship at 10:00 am. Sunday services will be
in the sanctuary beginninng September 20th at
10:00 am.
Deadline for the October issue of The Spire is
Wednesday, September 16th.
The Congregational Meeting to Elect New Officers
will be held Sunday, September 27th, immediately following the 10:00 service.

FPC Family Ministry

What’s new in the library?

New Parent Resource

Fall 2020

Friends, who knew this fall would look so different from last fall?
As we move into another unknown time adding school back to the mix on
our calendars, I want to assure you of the following:


You are in our prayers – keep our church family in your prayers, too.


Our focus is Jesus and building a relationship with Him
as a community of faith.

Come check me out!!!

Some of our children and youth get anxious
going back to school. Here is a secular guide
offering an understanding what anxiety is and
tips for working through it.

 We are working very hard to be creative in making fall plans.
 We want to hear from you – your thoughts, concerns, and hopes.
Thank you to those who have been in touch. If you haven’t received emails
or texts this summer, please contact Elise, so we can make sure your
Realm information is correct.
 We are excited to provide activities for our children and families,
but please be patient and adaptable – this year will be much less concrete
than previous years.


We will implement safe practices for in-person opportunities.

 We don’t want to exclude anyone, so whether you prefer virtual or
in-person or something in between, we are striving to offer something
for everyone.


Get excited! God is moving and working, and I cannot wait to see what
He has in store for us.

Be the Church: Love God and Love Your Neighbor!

FPC University
Physical Distancing Appropriate Faith Opportunities
Wednesdays:
6:00 – WNF Men’s Bible Study (Contact David Gardner)
Sundays:
10:00 – Fun With Hymns with Steve Skinner
10:00 – Sunday School for Children with Elise Collins (Zoom recording on FB)
Also, check out Facebook for funnies, lessons, book readings,
show and tell, church highlights, and more!

Koinonia means...Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.
Even in times of physical distancing, we can
still reach out and check in with each other. How are your neighbors?

Children’s Communion Class

Would you like for your child
(typical of those children around first grade)
to learn about what makes communion so important?
Join us for this wonderful opportunity.
Tuesday, September 22 @ 5:30 in the lobby
We ask a parent to attend with your child.
Children will be participating in worship during
communion on World Communion Sunday, October 4,
@ the 10:00 service.
Please contact Elise at dce@firstgreenwood.com
if you are interested.

Be the Church: Love God and Love Your Neighbor!

Pastor Kyle’s sermon series is “Be the Church.”
We are using this to challenge our church family to
Love God and Love Your Neighbor
through a 30 day challenge in September.
Check Facebook daily for tidbits, stories, interesting videos,
music and more as well as a daily personal challenge.
This challenge is for all ages and will include multi-cultural material
that will help get us ready for World Communion Sunday on October 4th.
We are so excited, and we hope you are too.
If you prefer a paper copy, we will gladly print or email one for you.

Teen Circle (Circle 2)
We will meet in person at church
September 27th.
We will have food delivered to the church and
we will physical distance.
Meet us in Alexander Hall after worship.
Bring $20 to cover lunch and your book.

250 School Kits packaged
in 2 hours!
Thanks, FPC for being
such hands-on helpers!

YOUTH NEWS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…
Tristan Ellis (1st)
Margaret Stevens (8th),
Emma Collins (9th),
and Julia Goff (10th)!

Hello Greenwood Youth!

With school back in session, I am reminded how we are always in a state of learning, not just
about academic subjects, but about ourselves, each other, and the Kingdom of Heaven.
For the remainder of the year we are going to be judicious and optimistic with our plans,
as I hope that eventually we can return to traditional programming at church. In the
meantime, Youth Group will continue to meet at the Tubbs House to keep things more casual
and flexible. We have a number of events coming up in the next couple of months, all from
5-7PM. Food will be provided of course, and donations up to $5 (as your budget allows)
are appreciated to help offset cost.

Will you be a Secret Angel?
As a Secret Angel you will be given the name of one of First Presbyterian’s college
students who is attending college out of the area and you will be
provided with the student’s birth date, college address, exam schedule,
school breaks, favorite snacks, and interests. During the year you will send cards,
maybe a small gift or remembrance, or perhaps some cookies at special times–
something to let the student know that they are being thought about and missed by
their church family. This will be like having a secret pal but you will be
the Secret Angel (keeping who you are a secret) for this
student and maintain a personal connection with them to First Presbyterian.
With all the changes and unknowns students are experiencing today you,
their Angel, will be that ray of light that helps keep their foundation
of faith steadfast.
At the end of the school year the name of their Secret Angel will be revealed
to each student and to the First Presbyterian church family so everyone
will know who these special Angels are.
Won’t YOU be a Secret Angel for one of our students?
When you send cards or gifts you will use the church address as the return address
so they will not know who you are.
For further information contact: Judy Sutton, 992-1015

STEPHEN MOMENT...
SEPTEMBER 2020
Job 2: 11 ESV
“Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon
him, they came each from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad
the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They made an appointment
together to come to show him sympathy and comfort him.”
How many times have you had a friend or friends come to your side to help you when you
are down or going through a rough time? However, Covid-19 has kept us apart. When
we see someone, our smiles are hidden. We are protecting others by faithfully wearing a
mask, but it will be special to see those “real” smiles again. It is so important for all of us
to not feel alone. Sympathy and comfort should be received and given to all. Recently, a
friend and I were met by another friend from church. He said, “I miss my church friends.
It is special to see two of my church family. We ARE a family.”
We are reminded that Jesus is our friend. The hymn, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,”
says it all. Reread the verses of this hymn when you can. The following scriptures help us
to realize that Jesus is always there for us:

John 15:15 ESV
“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but
I have called you friends, for all that I heard from my Father I have made known to you.”
Romans 12:10 ESV
“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.”
Let us pray together as church friends. Father, let us be a friend to those in need. Let us
receive friendship and love with thankfulness. Thank you for our many blessings. Keep us
safe in your love. Amen
Sandra Cobb, Stephen Minister/Leader
“Christ Caring for People Through People.”
If you are burdened and would like someone to share the load, please ask for a Stephen
Minister. Contact Brad Christie (nbc@erskine.edu) or Kyle Hite (kyle@firstgreenwood.
com) at the church. ALL Stephen Ministry is conducted in strictest confidentiality.

Presbyterian Women News
Welcome to a new year of Presbyterian Women…..well, sort of. Summer
is drawing to a close, Women’s Sunday has been postponed again, and
circles for the most part are still on hold. Luckily, the PW Coordinating
Team has been able to meet and we are busy planning for the day when
we are all together again.
As mentioned before, our Horizon Bible Study this year is, Into the Light, Finding Hope
Through Prayers of Lament. The cost is $11.00 and all circle leaders will have study
guides to distribute to those who ordered one. We are very blessed this year to have Elise
Collins and Gloria Christie recording the lessons for us. Lesson 1 will be posted on Facebook and YouTube on September 1.
If you would like more information about circles, below if a list of circles leaders and when
the circle usually meets:
Circle 1 – First Tuesday, 10:30 AM
at Wesley Commons
Jean Mabe - 223-6413
Not meeting in September

Circle 5 – First Tuesday, 12:30 PM
Melissa Maughon – 483-2168
Samar Din – 344-6663
Meeting in Alexander Hall

Circle 2 – Teens – Monthly, 12 noon
Elise Collins - 377-14-08
Amy Fennell - 341-3244
Meeting September 27th (11:00ish)

Circle 6 – First Monday, 7:00 PM
Jessica Willard – 993-5980
Nickie Murphy – 229-2847
Meeting September 14th

Circle 3 – Second Monday, 10:30 AM
Julie Cooner – 229-0511
Susie Goodwin – 223-0645
Sharon Smoke – 943-0447
Not meeting in September

Circle 7 – First Tuesday, 10:30 AM
Jill Koczwara – 570-344-3192
Becky Bryson – 223-2998
Not meeting in September

Circle 4 – First Monday, 11:00 AM (Lunch)
Peggy Hammett – 223-3472
Lisa Yarbrough – 313-5511
Drive by meet at Martha Ann Davis’s
See you in church soon,
Donna Feldmaier, Moderator

Circle 8 – First Tuesday, 11:30 AM
Betty Williams – 993-0466
Scottie Jeffreys – 229-7048
Not meeting in September

MISSIONS/OUTREACH
Supporting Healthy Learners
is as easy as ABC
For over five years, hundreds gather to participate
in a fast-paced competition to correctly spell words
as a team. This year, because of social distancing, the event will be held virtually, yet still with
the same passion and enthusiasm! Gather your team and mark your calendar for Tuesday,
September 29th.
Contact Brad Christie for more information. Deadline to register a team is September 15th.
And don’t forget, contributions for “buy-backs” in case the team misspells a word in the early
rounds.

The October weekend for the KAIROS Prison Ministry it the
Perry Correctional Institute has been canceled because of
the Covid-19. The spring event is still scheduled.
A prayer for the residents and staff are appreciated.
The KAIROS volunteers have come up with a “God Wink.”
Since there will be no weekend this fall, they are suggesting a donation to ALL residents and staff
for cookies to be distributed in October 2020. This has the Chaplain’s blessing and he will see to the
distribution. God is Good!

Noah’s Ark News
Wish List Tree
Our annual Back-to-School “Wish List”
can be found in the main lobby of the
church beginning September 20th. Our
Preschool has many items we would
“wish” to have; gift cards, colored
paper, cardstock, ink cartridges, and
toys. Please considering taking a look
and purchasing a small item from our
“Wish List” that will be displayed on our
“ARK”. During the course of the school
year, we use so many supplies and
materials, and your help is going to ease
the strain of purchasing these items.
If you have any questions please contact
Kim at 864.229.0902 or stop by the
lobby and grab an item off the Ark!
Thank you again for your
continued support of our ministry.

We are suggesting for a donation from the congregation of FPC for this endeavor. Please mail your
check to: First Baptist church/ Perry Missions, c/o Tim Brett, 37 Endeavor Circle Mauldin SC 29662.

Pray for a Preschooler

12th Annual Event
at the United Center for Community Care
October 13, 14, and 15
5:30-6:16, 6:30-7:15, and 7:30-8:15
ALL proceeds benefit the Greenwood Soup Kitchen
Tickets available September 8th by calling Norm Fawcett
at 227-3421
Adults are $25 and Children (12 and under) are $15

Noah’s Ark is asking our First Presbyterian
members to partner with us this year to pray
for our children and staff at Noah’s Ark.
Beginning September 20th, prayer cards will
be available in the lobby with the first name
of a student or staff member. Please take a
card and pray throughout the year for the
person on the card.
Thank you in advance for your support of
“Prayer Partners” for Noah’s Ark.

We will finally welcome our
precious students back to Noah’s
Ark on Thursday, September 3rd.
Our staff has been working very
hard to prepare for this upcoming
year and all that is our new
“normal.” Please continue to pray
for our children, their families, and
our Noah’s Ark Staff as we begin
this new school year.

Chick-fil-A
Mobile Drive Thru
Spirit Night

Tuesday, September 15th
5:00-8:00pm
@ both locations
Place a mobile drive thru order
and in the special comments
section,
write SPIRIT NIGHT.

notes
Music Ministry Plans
“It is What it Is”
“You got to follow the notes”
		
--Will Buchanan, 2019
Here is the latest “plan” for restarting group
music (please disregard any former notifications):
Chancel Choir: First Rehearsal, Wednesday September 9 @ 7 p.m.
•
Rehearse in Sanctuary for social distancing (chairs 6+ feet apart)
•
1 hour max
•
Masks (except for performing)
•
Choir room for folder storage and robing only (you may take your robe home
if you want)
•
New Hepa air filter in choir room
Youth Choir TBA (likely in choir room with air filter going!)
Bell Choirs TBA (not possible to socially distance)
LOGOS Choir Wednesdays in the Garden (15 minute sessions) starting October 7th

Christmas at First Pres

Sunday, December 20, 4 p.m.
A refresher course on the Christmas Carols that
ought to be “familiar”—but have not been passed
on (yet) to youth. Choir(s) and congregation will
join in the joy of singing and re-learning the
“meat and potatoes” of the Christmas Carol
repertoire that every Christian cherishes!
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