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A Message From Our Pastor....
 Once you have received an answered prayer, do you go back 
to life as usual? Through the month of December, we followed the life 
and ministry of John the Baptist. His whole purpose was to “prepare 
the way of the Lord.” When John inquired how things were going, Je-
sus told his messengers, “Go tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 
news preached to them.” This was not only an answered prayer for 
John the Baptist but for generations of people before him. God an-
swered! Halleluiah! 
 
 On December 25th, a lot of children had their wishes answered 
with just the right gift they wanted. But as we all know, the excitement fades quickly once the antic-
ipation is over and the gift has been used. December 26th arrives and life seems back to normal. 
The same thing happens to us as adults. God answers prayers, we celebrate, then life returns to 
normal. But that is not what God intended with the arrival of Christ. Once Christ arrives into our life, 
nothing should be the same. Nothing should return to normal. It should be the beginning of a whole 
new life full of hope, joy, and love.
 
 The fact that New Years comes quickly after our celebration of Christ’s birth can be a helpful 
reminder of newness. How will we turn the long anticipated arrival of Christ into a new life in 2020? 
What will we do differently? My prayer is that we can all keep Christ close. My prayer is that what-
ever has kept you back in 2019 can stay in 2019. Whatever has held you down can slide off your 
shoulders. Allow the gift of Christ to sustain you throughout the days ahead. 

          Blessings, 
    
    
          
          Pastor Kyle 



TEAM MEETINGS
The Buildings & Grounds Team will meet Monday, 
January 13th, at 5:15 pm, in the Conference Room 
(105).

The Christian Education Team will meet Sunday, 
January 12th, at 6:00 pm, in the Barskdale Room (122).

The Committed Prayers Group will meet Mondays 
January 6th and January 27th, at 5:30 pm, in the 
Barksdale Room (122).

The Men of the Church Board will meet Monday, 
January 13th, at 7:00 pm, in the Conference Room 
(105).

The Missions/Outreach Team will meet Sunday, 
January 12th, at 5:00 pm in the Henry Reynolds 
Room (110).

The Music Team will meet Sunday, January 12th, at 
6:00 pm, in the Choir Room (124).

Noah’s Ark Board will meet Tuesday, January 7th, at 
5:30 pm, in the Conference Room (105).

The Session will meet Sunday, January 26th, at 5:30 
pm, in the Henry Reynolds Room (110).

Stephen Ministry will meet Tuesdays, January 14th 
and January 28th at 7:00 pm, in the Barksdale Room 
(122).

The Visitation Team will meet Thursday, January 
9th, at 11:00 am, in the Barksdale Room (122).

The Worship Team will meet Monday, January 13th,  
at 3:00 pm, in the Barksdale Room (122).

The Youth Team will meet Sunday, January 19th, at 
9:00 am, in the Conference Room (105.)

Please note that the time and date of these meetings 
are subject to change.

RECENT HOSPITALIZATIONS: 
(Home unless noted)
Kay Dukes 
Sissy Brockenbrough 
Helen Harrison -- Rehab
Bill Hamby -- SRH (Lea Jones’ father)

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are ex-
tended to the family of Dr. Bill Rice upon his 
passing on November 15, 2019; to Ferol Stroud 
and her family upon the passing of her father, 
Dick Teed, on November 23, 2019; to Jane Patter-
son and her family upon the passing of her hus-
band, Pat Patterson, on December 4, 2019; and to 
Gladys Calhoun and her family upon the pass-
ing of her husband, Walter Calhoun, on Decem-
ber 25, 2019. We share with them the joy of the 
promise of resurrection and eternal life. 

Congratulations to Kirk & Lau-
ra Boland on the birth of their 
grandson, Michael Remington 
“Remy” Boland, born Novem-
ber 23, 2019.  Parents are Brooks 
& Michaela Boland of Blythe-

wood, SC.

Not able to attend Sunday mornings?  
You can look at the bulletin and 

listen  to the sermon online.  
Just go to www.firstgreenwood.com. 

Another option is to call 
the church office and request you be 

added to the list to receive a CD 
and/or bulletin in the mail.

Do you receive Kyle’s Pastor update 
each week by email?  

If not, call the church office 
(229-5814) or send us an email 
to office@firstgreenwood.com.



Elders for 11:00 Communion
Sunday, January 5, 2020

12 Robbie Sanders 992-4029                   1 Laine Orcutt 993-1838
11 Jim Booth  859-608-8959                   2 Tracey Erickson 538-8168
10 Phyllis Collins 919-606-6763               3 David Gardner 910-0398
9 Lou Noel 543-2661                              4 Janice Elliott 993-6979
8 Josh Fennell 341-3255                           5 Jon Scott 992-0404
7 Barbara Robinette 227-7453                6 Sandra Cobb 554-4928

GENERAL INFORMATION
Other Items of Interest

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during both 
worship services on Sunday, January 5, 2020.

Deadline for the February issue of The Spire is 
Wednesday, January 15th.

On Sunday, January 26th, we will be accepting the 
American Leprosy Missions offering.  

The church offices will be closed on Monday, Jan-
uary 20th.

We will hold our Annual Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, January 5, 2020 for the purposes of:
1.) State of the Church
2.) Pastor’s Terms of Call
3.) Elect the 2020 Nominating Committee:
 Robbie Sanders, Chair, Elder (2020)
 Laine Orcutt, Vice Chair, Elder (2021)
 Sarah Pinson, Elder (2022)
 Bob Bowers, Diaconate Chair (2020)
 Alice Jo Dickey, PW Moderator
 Tracey Erickson, Youth Chair, Elder 2020
 Bob Roddey, At large, congregation

New officers will be installed during the 11:00 ser-
vice on Sunday, January 5, 2020.

FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE
ONLINE GIVING

If you still need to setup your recurring draft, you can 
do so on our church website, www.firstgreenwood.
com. Look for the Member Login link at the top of the 
page or the Giving button on the lower right. Call the 
church office and speak with Nan Smith if you have 
any questions. You may contact her at 864-229-5814 
or finance@firstgreenwood.com.

NEW WIRING INSTRUCTIONS
Wire and ACH instructions have changed.  Please 
contact Nan Smith, Financial Administrator, for de-
tails and other information regarding your tithes and 
stock contributions.  She can be reached at 864-229-
5814 or finance@firstgreenwood.com.

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
are available in the hallway between the two lobbies.  
If you do not see yours, please contact Nan Smith in 
the financial office.  Don’t forget, these envelopes are 
mailable; no need to put them in another envelope to 
mail them, just put a stamp on them.
If you would like to discontinue using the envelopes, 
please return them to Nan with a note letting her know.

STOCK CONTRIBUTIONS
If you have given stock contributions to the church or 
plan to, please let Nan Smith in the Financial office 
know.  Nan can be reached at 864-229-5814 or fi-
nance@firstgreenwood.com.  She has received sev-
eral checks and doesn’t know who gave them.



FPC Family MinistryFPC Family Ministry

It’s time for . . .

Save the date 
             for 

VBS 2020

      July 5-9  

    Christian fellowship or communion, with God  
   or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.

It’s K-Group time! Hopefully, you have received information about 
your area K-Group. If not, contact Libby Bell or Lea Jones.

Legoz and 
LOGOS start 

back January 8 
at 5:15.



What’s new in the library?

Come check us out!!!
Have suggestions or book donations? Let Elise know.

Parent Resource

My child 
challenges me. 
What do I do?

Strong-willed children can 
be a challenge . . . you’ll be 

glad you read this book 
written by a grown-up 

strong-willed child who is 
the mother of a strong-

willed child.

Why is my child 
fighting me?

I’m the parent -
I have to win, 

right?!

FPC loves our nursery staff:
Julia Goff, Dawsey Collins, Lydia Rooney, 

Olivia Rowland, and Sam Wieters.
Did you know most of them have been CPR trained, 

and they have all had background checks? 



Just for Teen Girls!
Sunday, January 19

Noon
We’ll leave from church together.

Bring money for lunch.
Parents can pick up at Panera at 1:15

We will be enjoying fellowship 
with a representative from Circle 6.

Trinity Presbytery Educators, 
including Allison Kelly (now in 

Tampa) and our Synod Executive 
- Joyce Lieberman,

at our recent regional
conference.

FPC is looking for college-aged 
students to be our summer 

interns for summer program-
ming for youth and children.

Is your college student
 interested?

Contact Elise for more
 information. Applications on 

the church website.
Applications due by March 15th.





First Pres adult Sunday School classes challenged you this past holiday season! 

Spend Less.

Worship Fully.

Give More.

Love All.

Hopefully, you were able to Spend Less at Christmas. As we meet in January for 
Kaleidoscope, we will Worship Fully and put our savings in our Sunday School 

offering to make a big impact for Greenwood Place. Greenwood Place ministers to 
those struggling with mental health issues. Mental Health impacts us all. 

Let’s Give More and Love All this season.

A huge thank you to all who participated in the Caroling & Cocoa at 
Wesley Commons.  It was a wonderful experience for the carolers 

and the residents!



FISH (Fellowship In Service to Him)
Join us on the third floor (Room 302)

Sunday mornings at 10:00 am for Keurig beverages, good fellowship, and insightful discussions.

We are single and married; parents of little kids, big kids, and no kids. 

Join us for Kaleidoscope in January.
                                    

Sign up for our class email by signing up for Realm 
and searching the FISH class. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
The Sojourners Adult Sunday School Class 

studies a wide variety of topics including Bible studies and 
theological topics as well as studies of topics of spiritual disciplines such as prayer.  

We welcome visitors.  
Our class is located across the hall from 

the church library on the first floor of the Sunday School wing (Room 110).  

Join us in January in Alexander Hall for Kaleidoscope.

Kaleidoscope in January
Join our adult Sunday School classes

for Kaleidoscope 

January 12, 19, and 26

at 10:00 a. m. in Alexander Hall.



    YOUTH NEWS

Parents,
We need additional support for our Youth Program. Please sign up 
to mentor on a Sunday night, Wednesday night, or as a driver for 
offsite events.

Book of the Month: Wild at Heart, John Eldridge
Resource of the Month: https://famousathome.com
Verse of the Month: Luke 8:25

Upcoming Dates:
Student Leader and Mentor Training: January 2nd 
@ 6:00 p.m. in the Youth Room. 

Youth Winter Kick-off: January 5th @ 5:45 p.m. in the Youth Room. 

National Championship Party: January 13th (High-school students 
only. Details to come.)

Ski-Trip: January 24th – 26th (if you need a refund or want to 
move your deposit let Nicole know.)



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
Forrest Green (9th), 
Nealie Nix (20th), 

Thomas Rouse (22nd), 
Mary Kate McCallum (22nd), 

Madi Clark (24th), 
James  Logan (28th)

TWIG 2020:
Together We Impact Greenwood is a one week mission trip for youth.  

We will work on homes in the Greenwood area by day, worship and fellowship by night. 
Lodging will be at Greenwood High School. Dates are July 12-19. 

TWIG is open to rising 9th grade through completed 12th grade. 
All FPC high school youth are encouraged to attend! 
Estimated cost is $450, a $100 deposit is due ASAP.

BigStuf 2020:
A high-energy worship camp 

in Panama City Beach, FL.
 BigStuf is June 8-12

Our BigStuf group is full.
Let Nicole know if you want to be put 

on the waiting list.

a $100 deposit is due ASAP.

Acolytes need to sign up 
via signup genius.
Watch for the link 

in the weekly update.



Confirmation 2020
Please be in prayer for our 2020 class of confirmands as well as for their 

facilitators and mentors:
Our Confirmands are: Bennett Erickson, Laura Margaret Fennell, Thomas Goff, 

Lauren Griggs, Mykal Hite, Henry Logan, and Freddie McClendon. 

FPC Confirmation 2020
Traditionally for 8th graders

9:30 – 10:45 a. m. in upstairs youth room unless otherwise noted

If your child will be absent for a session, 
please make arrangements to make it up prior to the next session.

Date Topic Facilitator 

January 5 What is Confirmation? Tina Corley 
January 12 How Do We Know and Trust God? Jean Mabe 
January 19 What Is Sin and How Do We Turn From It? Scottie Jeffreys  
January 26 Who Is Your Lord? Louise Sligh 
February 2 Who Is Your Savior? Beth Bell 
February 9 What Does It Mean To Be A Disciple of Jesus? Luke and Carson Penney 
February 16 What Does It Mean To Show Christ’s Love? Donna Thompson and Fred Williamson 

 
February 23 Will You Devote Yourself to the Church’s Teaching? Phyllis Collins 
March 1 Will You Devote Yourself to the Church’s Fellowship? Brian and Kim Purcell 
March 8 Will You Devote Yourself To the Breaking of Bread? Kyle Hite 
March 13-14 6:00 p.m. Friday – 2:00 p. m. Saturday - Confirmation Retreat  

Will You Devote Yourself to the Prayers? 
Are You Ready to Cross Over? 

Penny and Frank Cannon (Prayer) 
Jukie and Cindy Leary (Crossing Over) 
Mentors, Youth Workers, DCE 

March 15 10:00 Faith Statement Practice  
March 22 10:00 Practice for Confirmation Service 

Faith Statements for Session @ 5 p.m. 
 

March 29 10:00 Confirmation Sunday preparation 
11:00 Service 

 

 



ENDOWMENT NEWS
The Endowment Committee met on Monday December 9.  New officers were elected 
and new members for 2020 were recognized:

Chairman                    Jay Nexsen
Secretary                    Ruth LaForge
Treasurer                    Emily Rouse
Trustee                       Jan Smoke
Session Member        Philip Bell

The Committee recognized the work, support, and dedication of outgoing committee 
members Lee Lee Lee and Jean Mabe who served for 5 and 3 years, respectively.

The committee recognized Steve White for his leadership and contributions as Chair-
man of the Endowment for the last 3 years.  Steve will continue to serve 2 more years 
as Trustee.

The $100,000 annual budget for 2019 was spent with some of the larger approvals 
in the last 4 months to:

$14,000 approved for the Kenya Mission, paying some of the expenses for the An-
nual Ecumenical Conference and for Bibles in the Masai language along with audio 
Bibles also in the Masai language.

$7,500 approved for Greenwood Place to obtain an accreditation that will enable it to 
obtain future on-going support from Medicaid for services provided.

$10,500 approved to Palmetto Girls Youth Choir’s trip to San Francisco.

$2,000 approved for the Kairos Prison Ministry. 

In addition to these approvals, the Committee also pre-approved for 2020 expenses 
up to $35,000 for the TWIG program.

The next meeting of the Endowment will be Monday, February 10, when the 2020 
budget will be approved.



MISSIONS/OUTREACH 
TWIG 2020

Together We Impact Greenwood
July 12-18, 2020

What is TWIG? First Presbyterian Church and Group Workcamps are working together to bring 
400 youth to Greenwood to do home repair. They will stay at Greenwood High School and go out 
each day to repair homes in the area and return to spiritual activities each evening.
How can I be a part of  this?  There are many ways:
 Prayer: Pray for God’s hand to be on this project from the resources we need to the 
 people we touch.
 Get the word out: Spread the word so local youth can sign up to be a part of  this.  
 They need to go to Groupmissiontrips.com now and sign up.
 Help us find those in need and get their application in.
 Ladders:  We need to borrow ladders
 Assess Construction needs: You will go out to the home and write up the work 
 requested by the homeowner. There will be training for this. We will begin in January and  
 go through May.
 Hospitality: We will be pouring out the Southern Hospitality to our visitors! 
 Everything from making signs to baking cookies needed here!
 Be an LPA: These people will be available during the week to go to jobsites and help  
 where needed.
 Clean up: From paint to making sure the school is better than we found it. 
 Making sure the county has sent trucks out for debris.

Read your Spire and bulletins for updates
Questions?  Call Phyllis Collins at 864-993-6125

Tear this off and place in offering place or church office
I want to help! Contact me!
Name_________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________Email_______________________________________
I am most interested in helping with_______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________



MISSIONS/OUTREACH (continued...)
WORLD LEPROSY DAY
JANUARY 26, 2020

On Sunday, January 26th, World Leprosy Day, we will join churches in the USA and 
around the world to raise the awareness of leprosy and offer our financial support to 
the American Leprosy Missions (ALM).  During the Minute for Missions, there will 
be a short video when you will meet several ALM donors who traveled to Nepal last 
month to witness for themselves how ALM is sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 
while curing and caring for persons affected by leprosy. “Go and make disciples of all 

nations…”  Mt.28:19        - Dr. Rich Goodwin

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE RESPONSE
We thank everyone who helped to bring a little 

joy to a child’s life this Christmas.



aGAPe
 aGAPe will meet Tuesday, January 21, 2020.  Kelly McWhorter will 
tell us about Greenwood’s participation in “AMERICA IN BLOOM.”   
This is a program of the Greenwood Visitors Center.  We all like to know 
what is happening in our community.   Be sure to put the date on your 
calendar and make a reservation.

Schedule of programs for AGAPE 2020
February 18th:  Greenwood High School Show Choir
March 17th: Anthony Price: “What’s New and Exciting at Pathway House”
April 21st:  The Rev. Valerie Mirev:  “The Way of the Cross”
May 19th:  First Baptist Praise Choir

 EVERYONE IS INVITED.  aGAPe welcomes people of any age and from any church.   
aGAPe promotes and encourages fellowship among members of various churches.  We al-
ways have a good time.  
 As usual, the meeting will include a delicious lunch, an interesting program, and fel-
lowship.  Fellowship begins with people beginning to arrive after 11:30 AM and lunch served 
at noon.  The cost is only $8 and includes lunch.  Reservations are required.  You should get a 
telephone call or an email to confirm your reservation.  If you are not contacted and want to 
make a reservation, call Melvyn Davis (229-9282) by Monday, January 9, 2019.  
 Correct change is appreciated, or you can write a check payable to First Presbyterian 
Church with aGAPe on the subject line.  Because of a limited budget, any unpaid reservation 
should be paid the next month.  
 Our menu for January is: Alice Springs Chicken, green beans, potatoes, bread.  All 
meals are served with salad, dessert, and tea.  Vegetarian meals are available.  You can also 
request smaller portions by informing the server at the pick-up window.
 We love to have visitors from other churches.  We look forward to seeing you as well 
as members from our church.



WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP & PROGRAMMING

We start at 5:30 pm.

Be sure to make a reservation for dinner.  You can do this by filling out a yellow card in the 
pew rack on Sunday mornings and placing it in the offering plate, by placing your name on 
the list at the desk in the front lobby, or by calling the front office.  You can also add your 
name to the permanent list.

As always, all meals include bread, salad, dessert, and drink.  We will also have a vegetarian 
option available each week.  Please let us know if you have any dietary restrictions, allergies, 
or special diet.  

The cost is $8 per adult, $4 for kids, and children under 3 eat free with a family cap of $25. 

Menus:
JANUARY 8: RING IN THE NEW YEAR: Pork Tenderloin or Pork Chops, 

Sweet Potatoes, Turnip Greens, Black Eyed Peas, Cornbread 

JANUARY 15: Shrimp creole over Rice (chicken available), 
Fruit, Garlic Breadsticks

JANUARY 22: CHINESE NEW YEAR: Crispy Orange Chicken,
Rice, Egg Rolls, Carrots

JANUARY 29: Country Ham, Potatoes, Peas, Biscuits

ADULT PROGRAMMING BEGINNING JANUARY 8

IN ALEXANDER HALL
The Walk

Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life
by Adam Hamilton

IN THE BARKSDALE ROOM
Women’s Bible Study
We Saved You A Seat

by Lisa-Jo Baker

IN THE FISH CLASSROOM
Men’s Bible Study

Godspeed
The Pace of Being Known



ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 5, 2020

10:00 AM
SANCTUARY

1.) The following will be presented to the Congregation for vote:

2020 Nominating Committee:
 Robbie Sanders, Chair, Elder (2020)
 Laine Orcutt, Vice Chair, Elder (2021)
 Sarah Pinson, Elder (2022)
 Bob Bowers, Diaconate Chair (2020)
 Alice Jo Dickey, PW Moderator
 Tracey Erickson, Youth Chair, Elder 2020
 Bob Roddey, At large, congregation

2.) Update Pastor’s Terms of Call

3.) State of the Church Report

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH, 11:00 SERVICE

2020 ELDER NOMINEES
CLASS OF 2022

Philip Bell
Gloria Christie

Bill Dixon
Andrew Goforth (Youth- 1 Year Term)

Alex Hite (Youth-1 Year Term)
Rachel Griggs
Calhoun Mays

Tamara McLeod
Beth Meyer

Sarah Pinson
David Post

2020 TRUSTEE NOMINEE
CLASS OF 2024

Jan Smoke

2020 DEACON NOMINEES
CLASS OF 2022

Laura Boland
Madi Clark (Youth 1-Year Term)

Emma Collins (Youth-1 Year Term)
Preston Culberston
Martha Ann Davis
Kathryn LaForge

Cindy Leary
Darryl McLeod
Jessica Willard

Fred Williamson
Rebecca Wise



DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, January 1  Offices closed

Friday, January 3  Youth Leadership Training (YR)

Sunday, January 5  Annual Congregational Meeting (10:00 am, Sanctuary)
     Communion during both services
     Installation of Officers (11:00)
     Youth Winter Kick-Off (6:00, Youth Room)

Monday, January 6  Epiphany

Wednesday, January 8 Wednesday Night activities and dinner resume

Sunday, January 12  Kaleidoscope (10:00, Alexander Hall)
     Stephen Ministry Commissioning (11:00)

Sunday, January 19  Kaleidoscope (10:00, Alexander Hall)

Monday, January 20  Church Offices closed

Tuesday, January 21  aGAPe (11:30 am, Alexander Hall)

Thursday, January 23  Presbyterian Women Joint Dinner (Westminster)

Friday-Sunday,   Women’s Retreat (Montreat)
January 24-26   Youth Ski Trip

Sunday, January 26  ALM Sunday
     Kaleidoscope (10:00, Alexander Hall)

Sunday, February 2  Communion during both services

Sunday, February 9  Youth Sunday
     Palmetto Girls Sing Bake Sale

Friday, February 14  Youth Babysitting & Lock-in

Saturday, February 15 Trinity Presbytery meeting (Korean Community Pres.) 



Presbyterian Women News
I am wishing all of you a prosperous and a very Happy New Year!
Many thanks to our Culinary Committee, chaired by Betsy Collins, who organized the 
December 1st Advent Covered Dish Luncheon.  Approximately 100 people attended 
even though it was Thanksgiving weekend.  We were treated to delicious fried chicken 
prepared by Phyllis Lott and a wide assortment of delicious food.

Nominations for the PW Honorary Life Member will begin on December 31 and will 
continue until February 10, 2020.  From the by-laws:  An Honorary Life Membership 
may be given to an individual in recognition of distinguished Christian service.  Any member of the church may make 
nominations for the Honorary Life Membership.  The written nomination(s) must be submitted in a sealed envelope to 
the Moderator who will direct these unopened nominations to the Honorary Life Membership Committee.  The honoree 
will be announced on Women’s Sunday, April 25, 2020.

JOINT DINNER 
Where:  Westminster Presbyterian Church

When:  Thursday, January 23, 2020
More information to follow

First Presbyterian Church’s Annual Women’s Retreat
Where:  William Black Lodge, Montreat, NC

When:  Friday, January 24, 2020 – Sunday, January 26, 2020
More information on the following page.

Alice Jo Dickey, Moderator

Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, January 7th, at 10:30 am, at Wesley Commons.  
 Contact Jean Mabe 223-6413.  

Circle 2 will meet on Sunday, January 19th, at noon. We will go out to eat at LaHa (by Lowes).
 Contact Elise Collins 377-1408 or Amy Fennell 341-3244

Circle 3 will meet Monday, January 13th, at 10:30 am, in the Henry Reynolds Room (110).
 Contact Julie Cooner 229-5011, Nancy Booth 859-227-7523, or Susie Goodwin 223-0645

Circle 4 will meet Monday, January 6th, at 11:00 am, at Montague’s.
 Contact Peggy Hammett 993-2466 or Martha Ann Davis 993-8569.
  

Circle 5 will meet Tuesday, January 7th, at 12:30 pm, in Alexander Hall 
 and includes lunch & childcare.  
 Contact Margie Biondo 847-924-7907 or Melissa Maughon 483-2168

Circle 6 will meet Monday, January 6th, at 6:30 pm in the Conference Room (105).
 Contact Jessica Willard (jesswillard81@gmail.com, 993-5980) 
 or Nickie Murphy (famurphy01@aol.com, 205-317-5347).

Circle 7 will meet Tuesday, January 7th, at 10:30 am at the home of Betsy Collins.
 Contact Jill Koczwara 570-344-3192 or Becky Bryson 223-2998.

Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday, January 7th, at 11:30 am, in the Barksdale Room (122).
 Contact Elinor Miller 229-5409 or Betty Williams 993-0466. 



Annual Women’s Retreat
January 24 – 26, 2020
William Black Lodge

Montreat NC

Wonder “Struck”?  
Or Wonder “Stuck”?

You are cordially invited to attend The First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood Annual Women’s 
Retreat.  Whether you have attended past retreats or will be coming as a first-timer, you will find 
the casual lodge atmosphere, the close-knit sessions, free time fun, down home cooking and oppor-
tunities to connect with women of the church a welcome respite from the recent hectic and frenetic 
holidays. 
 
This year’s retreat sessions are based on Margaret Feinberg’s video series “Wonderstruck – Awaken 
to the Nearness of God.”  There will be Praise and Thanksgiving moments to celebrate the many 
“Wonder-Struck” gifts our Creator God has given us.   There will also be moments of soul-searching 
for why we may still be “Wonder-Stuck” in our own questioning of our life events and our relation-
ship with God. 

Through the group sessions, table talk at meals, roommate talks in your jammies, sharing time 
with old and new church friends in down times, you will be encouraged, refreshed, inspired and 
surrounded by support.  It was heart-warming following last year’s retreat to find women hugging 
and talking in the church lobby between services with new friends they had not known prior to the 
retreat weekend.
  
As an extra add-on, we encourage you to leave early on Friday or to use some of your free time on 
Saturday to stop at The Ruth Graham Chapel at The Billy Graham Conference Center.  There you 
will have a “tree top” experience as you sit quietly and pray. We will also provide an introspective 
activity for you to do on your own.  Then tour the museum-type displays depicting the life of Ruth 
and Billy Graham – an abbreviated overview of what is available at the Billy Graham Museum in 
Charlotte.

Also nearby is the Folk Art Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway.  There you will see an amazing array 
of arts and crafts in wood, stone, gem, and fabrics that are Wonder-Full!

If you did not receive a registration form through a Circle, they are available in the Church Office 
in the window seat, along with the sign-up sheet and envelope. There are many rooming options/
prices from which to choose.  If you have any questions or would like to be matched to a roommate 
or find out about scholarship opportunities, please contact Patti Gagstetter (pgagstetter@gmail.com 
or 543-2121) or Elise Collins (dce@firstgreenwood.com or 229-5814).  Registration deadline is Friday, 
January 17th.  Final payment will be due that day, and all checks received throughout the registra-
tion process will then be deposited.



News from Noah’s Ark

Giving Tree Project and 
Caroling at NHC

Thank you to all of you SO much for your 
generous donations to our Giving Tree Project 
for the Hospice House. We were so happy to 
be able to give them so much, and they were 
so appreciative! Your help and support in all of 
our projects means so much to us! We are so 
proud of our students learning the importance 

of giving to others. Our K4 class enjoyed 
delivering all the items to Hospice House. 

The children also “dropped” by NHC to sing 
Christmas songs and spread some Christmas 

cheer to the residents.

2020 - 2021 Registration

Please mark your calendars for Tues-
day, January 21st, for our Registration 

for the next 2020 - 2021 school year. 
Registration begins on this day for 

our currently enrolled students, their 
siblings and church members. Open 
registration will begin for the public 

on Monday, February 3rd. Our classes 
fill up very quickly, so timeliness is 

important. Please share this informa-
tion with any friends or family mem-
bers who may be looking for a won-
derful preschool for their child. They 
may contact  Kim Masters at 229-0902 
or noahsark@firstgreenwood.com for 

further information.

Upcoming Events
Fruit of the Spirit - Kindness  

  “Let The Little Children Come To Me”
Tuesday, January 7th - Students Return to 
School
Tuesday, January 14th - Friday, January 
18th - SPIRIT DAYS
Tuesday, January 14th – Chick-fil-A SPIRIT 
NIGHT @ both locations 5:00pm - 8:00pm 
Monday, January 20th - NO SCHOOL MLK 
Day
Tuesday, January 21st – Registration 
(currently enrolled, siblings of currently 
enrolled, and church members)
Thursday, January 22nd – “Leap Ahead 
Day” - (visit classrooms of upcoming 
school year)
Monday, February 3rd – Open Registra-
tion

Christmas Program
 

Our Noah’s Friends were adorable 
as they ushered in the Christmas 

season through song. Our program 
led and coordinated by our Mu-
sic teacher, Ms. Abi Johnson and 
our Creative Movement Teacher, 
Ms. Ashlee Annese. We ended 

our program with our traditional 
singing of “We Wish You a Merry 

Christmas!”

Everyone at Noah’s Ark wishes you 
a very Merry Christmas! 



STEPHEN MOMENT...
January, 2020

“Consider the ravens:  for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and 
God feedeth them:  how much more are ye better than the fowls?”  Luke 12:24.
(You may also enjoy reading Luke 12:22-30.)

While I was outside this morning filling the bird feeders and birdbath, I thought about the scrip-
tures we find in the Bible about worries and concerns. I have always been somewhat of a worrier 
and work on improvement in that area of my life.  I address this “worry” issue by: reminding 
myself that I can give these worries to God through prayer, trying to turn worries into concerns, 
putting them on the back burner, and visually lifting these concerns to God.

Scriptures have many comforting thoughts:

“Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.” Proverbs 12:25

“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 1 Peter 5:7

 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27

Let us pray:  Please be with us when we worry too much.  Help us to trust in you.  Help us to love 
others. Help us to open our hearts to you. Thank you for your infinite blessings!  Amen

In Stephen Ministry, we offer a confidential listening ear for those in need of help.  We hope you 
will call on us.  We are always here! 

Sandra Cobb
Stephen Minister/Leader
(sandcgor@gmail.com)
“Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People Through People.”

If you are burdened and would like someone to share the load, please ask for a Stephen 
Minister.  Contact Brad Christie (nbc@erskine.edu) or Kyle Hite (kyle@firstgreenwood.
com) at the church.  ALL Stephen Ministry is conducted in strictest confidentiality.



notes
NEW PRESBYTERIAN HYMNALS

In 2015, church members purchased new Presbyterian hymnals, Glory to God, for the Chan-
cel Choir.  At that time, the church purchased a special edition of this hymnal that allows us 
to project hymns on the screens.  While the screens can be a useful tool for worship, they are 
no replacement for hymnals in the hands of the congregants.

It is time to put the Glory to God hymnals in our pews and in the hands of the worshipers of 
First Presbyterian Church.  You can make this happen by purchasing a hymnal in honor or 
in memory of someone special.  In fact, you can give that special someone a Christmas gift 
by purchasing a hymnal in their honor!  A label will be placed inside the front cover of each 
hymnal donated. The new hymnals will be dedicated on Easter Sunday.

What will happen to the blue hymnals?  If there is a hymnal with a label in honor or memory 
of someone in your family, you are welcome to take it.  Unclaimed hymnals will be donated.

If you would like to make a gift of a hymnal, please return this slip (one slip per hymnal) 
with $20 for each hymnal you purchase.  Checks can be made payable to First Presbyterian 
Church.  Please note “Hymnals” in the memo line.  As always, gifts to First Presbyterian 
Church are tax deductible.  You can mail your slips and check to First Presbyterian Church 
at P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648.
_________________________________________________________________________

Glory to God Hymnal Gift
Please print as it should appear on the inside cover of the hymnal

Given in Honor of:

________________________________________________________

-or-

Given in Memory of:

________________________________________________________

By:

_________________________________________________________



What if…

OUR worship was dependent on YOUR contribution?

A sense of devotion is individual, so your piety doesn’t really contribute to OUR wor-
ship (though it is vital to YOUR worship). Same with a heartfelt desire or eager listen-
ing. These are very good attitudes to be sure, but we can “do” these at home. 

Well, you saw this coming a mile away, it is OUR worship that compels us to come 
together to…WORSHIP, and to provoke each other to WORSHIP! Being a passive ob-
server is fine, but that “spectator sport” is for visitors or pre-Christians. What might 
these spectators conclude by watching our participation? Would they observe us be-
ing thankful as we raise our voices in response to the Assurance of Pardon? Or would 
they wonder if we even care?

Let’s explore (maybe even experiment!) ways to let our joy be known and shown.  
Some in the 9 am service have expressed a desire for a choir to lead our singing. The 
11 am choir service could use some enthusiasm in worship participation also. I’m all 
ears—let me know what you think or observe.

Don Hustad (long time organist for Billy Graham), 
in his book Jubilate!  has observed, “God deserves 
our best, and our “best” is good enough. What 
if your contribution in worship is “the best I can 
do?” –that is good enough for God, and is tre-
mendously encouraging to your fellow worship-
pers. 

Just do it.

Steve Skinner
Director of Music Ministries



MY GIFT TO SUPPORT THE 2019-2020 FESTIVA ARTS SERIES

     FRIEND:  $50-$99 $______;  SPONSOR:  $100-$599 $______;  PATRON:  $500-$999 $_______;  ANGEL:  $1,000 + $_______

    Name:___________________________________________
    Mailing Address:___________________________________
    City:__________________________  State:_____________
    ZIP:___________  Telephone:________________________
    Email:___________________________________________

Please complete this form and mail it to:
First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 426, Greenwood, SC 29648
or leave it in the church office.

Your check payable to First Presbyterian Church
is tax deductible.

2019-2020
SEASON

Sunday   Music of the Bard
September 8 Tenor, Chandler Johnson, appears with soprano, Ashley Fabian, 
   in a program exploring texts from eight of Shakespeare’s plays.   
   Greenwood musician, Rodney Cleveland, accompanies. 

Sunday   The Dozier Winds 
October 6      The Woodwind Quintet Music Performance Team of the 282nd   
   Army Band at Fort Jackson, SC.

Sunday   Live Nativity/Lessons and Carols   
December 15 The choral and handbell choirs of First Presbyterian Church will  
   offer musical commentary and lead the congregation in song. 
   Artistic stations positioned throughout the church grounds will offer  
   guests a visual journey through the Christmas narrative.

Sunday  South Carolina Bach Choir  
March 8  This premier choir, along with instrumentalists from the North 
   Carolina Baroque Orchestra, highlights music that would have been  
   heard during Bach’s tenure in Leipzig.

Monday-Friday  The Way of the Cross
April 6-10  The creative talents of local artists will awaken your senses and stir  
   your emotions with their unique portrayal of the Scriptures. 

Sunday  Americana
May 3  Greenwood Festival Chorale presents a celebration of music by  
   American composers. Greenwood’s own community chorale will
   present works by Bernstein, Lauridsen, Schuman, and Thompson.



Become a Patron of Palmetto Girls Sing!
If you would like to become a patron of Palmetto Girls Sing!, please return this form to our 
church office.  Checks can be made to First Presbyterian Church with Palmetto Girls Sing! in 
the “For” line.  

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC 29648

Name (as you would like it listed in our program)__________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address__________________________________________________________________________  

Level of Giving:   ___ $0-49  Quarter Note   ___$50-99  Whole Note  
     
___$100-$250  Treble Clef  ___$250-$499  Grand Staff ___$500 & Above  Major Scale

Change of Plans- 
Crescent City Children’s Choir Festival, 

New Orleans, Louisiana
We regret to announce that the San Francisco Youth Choir 
Festival in which we planned to participate has been can-
celled for by its organizers.  While we are sad about that, 
another opportunity has opened for Palmetto Girls Sing.  We 
were accepted into the Crescent City Children’s Choir in 
New Orleans, Louisiana from June 26-June 30.  This festival 

was kind enough to consider our application after the deadline for submission, and we are so 
thankful for this new opportunity.  We will begin learning music for the festival in January.  Thank 
you for your continued support!

December Events
We had two wonderful opportunities for performance in December:  December 9 with the 
Greenwood Festival Chorale and  December 14 with the Augusta Choral Society.  Both events 
were a great success and an opportunity for growth for Palmetto Girls Sing.  We finished our 
semester with an awesome social including a spaghetti dinner.
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