
First Presbyterian Church
108 East Cambridge Ave.

P.O. Box 426
Greenwood, SC  29648

Phone: (864) 229-5814  Fax: (864) 229-3489
Office hours:  M-Th: 8:00 - 5:00 and Fri: 8:00 - 12:00

   

Senior Pastor -- The Rev. Dr. Kyle D. Hite
Director of Christian Education -- Elise Collins
Director of Youth Ministries -- Nicole Matthews

Director of Music Ministries -- Steve Skinner
Parish Associate -- The Rev. Dr. Brad Christie

Teaching Pastor & Organist -- The Rev. Bob Glick
Noah’s Ark Director -- Kim Masters

Ushers: Don & Lynn Mack, Roy & Lynn Hemphill, and Jill Hammett
Greeters: Jim Booth, Bob Bowers, & Joyce Brown

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2019

11:00 am

Worship Bags for Children
We love having children in worship at FPC. 

You will find in the narthex special bags provided to help our children 
worship  and praise God during worship. Please monitor your child, 

so that we don’t have crayon where it doesn’t belong, and please return 
the bags when the service is over. We welcome additional suggestions, 

and we are so glad your little ones are here.

Sunday, December 8
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
10:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:40 a.m.- Congregational Meet-
ing
11:00 a.m. - Worship Service
4:00 p.m. - Chancel Bells
5:45 p.m. - Youth Progressive 
Dinner 
6:00 p.m. - Music Team (Choir 
Rm)
Monday, December 9
11:00 a.m. - Circle #3 (Montagues)
5:00 p.m. - Endowment (BR)
5:00 p.m. - PGS (Sanc)
5:15 p.m. - Bldgs & Grnds (CR)
6:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts (HR)
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts (AH)
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts (FISH)
7:30 p.m. - Chorale Concert
Tuesday, December 10
9:15 a.m. - Staff
5:30 p.m. - Noah’s Ark program 
(Sanc/AH)
Wednesday, December 11
7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study (AH)
11:00 a.m. - Personnel (CR)
12:00 noon - FOC (BR)
5:30 p.m. - Caroling & Cocoa 
(WC)
6:30ish - Dinner at Mig’s 
7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir
Thursday, December 12
11:00 a.m. - Visitation (BR)
4:30 p.m. - Shalom Bible Study 
(BR)
Friday, December 13
Bell Ringing (Hobby Lobby)
Saturday, December 14
Bell Ringing (Hobby Lobby)
9:00 a.m.- Christmas @ First Pres. 
Rehearsal

Our Christian prayers and sympathies are ex-
tended to Jane Patterson and her family upon the 
passing of her husband, Pat Patterson, on Decem-
ber 4, 2019. We share with them the joy of the 
promise of resurrection and eternal life.

Mark your calendars for caroling and hot cocoa.
Wednesday, December 11

5:30 in Asbury Hall at Wesley Commons.  Join us at Mig’s afterward for dinner.

ANGEL TREE
Our Christmas tree in the lobby is up and the angels are on the tree.  Please return 
your UNWRAPPED GIFTS along with the angel tag by Wednesday, December 
11th.  Please be sure to sign the sheet by the tree to your corresponding angel.

Congregational Meeting 
THIS MORNING at 10:40 am

in the Sanctuary.
The purpose of this meeting is to:

1.) Nominating Committee to replace a nominee 
as Elder
2.) Dissolve APNC
3.) New Title for Dr. Christie to Parish Associate
4.) Stewardship Update

aGAPe What a great way to get into the Christmas spirit by hearing Music for the Hol-
idays with Ben Bagwell and Beverly Psomas!  We are in for a treat.  aGAPe meets on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2019, at 11:30 AM.  There will be good fellowship and a deli-
cious lunch ($8) served at noon in Alexander Hall.  Everyone is invited, but you must 
have a reservation.  If you haven’t been called or emailed, call Melvyn Davis (229-9282) 
by December 9, 2019, to make a reservation.  Look for more information in the Spire.  
Hope to see you there!

GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL
Looking for a unique gift for Christmas?  Give a 
gift that lasts a lifetime with the purchase of a new 
hymnal in honor or memory of that “special some-
one.” Envelopes are in the pew racks or forms are 
in the lobby.   Please leave in the offering plate or 
turn in to the front office.

Christmas at First Pres!
Next Sunday, December 15

5:30 Live Nativity
6:00 Lessons & Carols, featuring 

Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, Chancel Choir, 
Chancel Bells, Congregational Carols, 
and timeless and traditional readings 

from Holy Scripture

Christmas Concert 
Monday, December 9 @ 7:30 pm 

(tickets $15)
Greenwood Festival Chorale, 

Palmetto Girls Sing, Greenwood High School
at First Presbyterian Church

A very special thank you to everyone who partic-
ipated in the Hanging of the Greens service.  So 
many nice compliments received.  Merry Chrit-
mas to all, Julie Cooner

Thank you to everyone who donated baked goods and brought live greenery to the 
Advent Fair. We had a great time getting ready for this advent season!

Advent Conspiracy
Our adult Sunday School classes challenge you to find meaning in Spending Less

 this Season. In doing so, we can Give Freely.
We will be collecting our SS offering in January to go towards The Greenwood Place.

See your Spire for more details.

Mark your calendars
Dec. 14 – Lessons and Carols rehearsal @ 9:00 a. m.

Dec. 15 – Live Nativity and Lessons & Carols @ 5:30 p. m.
Dec. 22 – Birthday Party for Jesus @ 10:00 a. m. 

Dec. 24 – Family Nativity Service @ 5:00
Candlelight Service @ 6:30

Youth Events this week: 
December 8th: Progressive Dinner from 5:45p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Ski Trip deposits are DUE today ($50.00 for cash/debit $51.30 for credit card)
December 11th: No youth programming, caroling at Wesley Commons
Photos will be available for one more week in the small lobby. 

The Youth Room needs some floor lamps; if anyone is cleaning out we could use them. 

NOT TOO LATE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS
We have extended the deadline to Friday, December 13th to order a poinsettia(s).

Order forms are in the lobby or you may contact Lea in the front office.
Cost is $14.50 each.

Are you interested in becoming a Youth Mentor?  Please contact Nicole for more 
information on this ministry.



*Congregation Stands
**Late comers may be seated Seasonal Color: Purple

AIDS FOR WORSHIP - Large print hymnals and wireless hearing devices are available from 
the ushers.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                

(At the conclusion of the service, please share the peace with another.  
Be sure to greet those who are unfamiliar to you or those you have not seen in a while.)

Minister: The peace of the Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.

(Please sign and pass the Member/Guest Registry.  If you are a guest, your name, 
address, phone number, and e-mail address will be most helpful.)

  ADORATION

INTROIT                                     “We Are Waiting”  Paxson
Chancel Choir

WELCOME AND GREETING                                   Dr. Kyle D. Hite

CHIMING OF THE HOUR                   

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 11, Psalm 72, Matthew 3)                                                        

PRELUDE                          “Noel”                         Cesar Franck

Leader:  In this season of prophecy, promise, and preparation,
  we come to be renewed and refreshed.
People:  We come to be inspired by stories of a messiah
  who will change the world—and change us.
Leader:  We come to listen for words of hope and joy,
  promise, and challenge.
People:  We come with open ears, open minds, and open hearts. 
  We come to receive the blessings God has in store for us
  in this season of waiting.
Leader:  Come! Let us worship our God—
  the One who brings all things to fulfillment.

*CLOSING HYMN #8          “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  TRURO

POSTLUDE                                “Noel! Noel!”                                    Lani Smith

PASTORAL PRAYER with THE LORD’S PRAYER                              
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  

4 & 5 year-old children may go to extended session  
TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                Amanda Dunlap

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

 PROCLAMATION
SCRIPTURE                                                     Luke 1:57-80                                              Dr. Kyle D. Hite

SERMON                                             “Preppers”                

Offertory                               “People, Look East”  Ryan  
GIVING OF TITHES and OFFERINGS

*Offertory Prayer

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE      
Dr. Joseph Beaudrot, Katherine Moseley, 

Missy Richardson, Louise Sligh, Ray Steifle
Out in the fields, shepherds lounged among their sheep. The sheep bleated oc-
casionally as they settled down to sleep. The shepherds dozed in and out watch-
fully, aware of every sound and sight as they sought to keep their sheep safe. 
The night was peaceful under the big starry sky.

Let us, like the sheep, be filled with peace. Let us rest in the assurance that our 
Shepherd is alert to all around us and seeks to protect us. Let Him fill us with 
His peace that calms and soothes us even on dark nights. 

We light the purple candle of peace.
 
Let us pray: Lord God, thank you for knowing what matters to us, for watching 
over us, and for offering us your peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen

Doxology (On Screens)        “Come and Worship”          REGENT SQUARE         

Leader:  God is good
People:  all the time.
Leader:  All the time
People:  God is good.

*OPENING HYMN  ** #1   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  STUTTGART

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                  

DECLARATION OF PARDON
Minister: Friends in Christ...we are forgiven!
People:  Thanks be to God!

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (On Screens)
 #576                                    “Gloria, Gloria”        GLORIA, GLORIA


